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President’s Message

Soupfest at the September Meeting of the Rose Hill Civic Association

W

e’ll be serving various kinds of soup free at the
September 22 meeting of the Rose Hill Civic
Association. Included on the menu will be Italian
bread, lemonade, water, and coffee. If any business
comes up between now and then, we’ll let you know
about it at the meeting.
The September meeting will be at the John Marshall
Library starting at 6:30pm because the library now
closes at 8 on Tuesday nights due to budget cuts (more
on that in a subsequent article).

FLU SHOTS...NOW AND LATER
Don't forget to get your regular flu shot. The Safeway
in Rose Hill is giving shots at the Pharmacy with no
appointment. Pick a slow time early and you'll breeze
right though. Wait, and well….you'll wait. Don't forget
you'll have to get another shot later to protect you from
the H1N1 (swine flu) strain. We'll update you via the
web site, my RoseHill.com, in the October Rambler,
and by email.

Several people already have agreed to make soup
for the meeting. If you would like to provide soup,
we’ll pay for the ingredients. Cookies or baked goods
for dessert also will be welcomed. They’ll go good with
the coffee. We’ll also provide all of the paper goods
needed for the soupfest.

If you have any questions or suggestions we’ll try
to answer them or get answers for you. We have a
program on gangs set for the October meeting but will
welcome other suggestions for topics of general
interest to the community.

Join your friends for soup and conversation at the
September 22 meeting at 6:30pm at the John Marshall
library. If you have a favorite soup, please bring it
along for others to sample.

Remembering Neighbors

Rose Hill Civic Association Meeting
Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm
John Marshall Library
Topics: Soupfest!

RHCA Officers
President: Carl Sell, 703.971.4716, sellcarl@aol.com
Vice President: Linda Nichols, 703.971.0755, dovefellow@aol.com
Secretary: Beth Kohm, 703.338.4876, beth.kohm@gmail.com
Treasurer: Carolyn Slenska, 703.922.4135, carolyn.slenska@lycos.com
Editor, The Rambler: Marty Williams, 703.910.6316, marty@fabrications.us
Neighborhood Watch: Woody Betts, 703.971.0520, rosehillwatch@aol.com
Webmaster: Jim Sapp, jimsapp7@msn.com
RHCA, P.O. Box 10891, Alexandria, VA 22310
www.myRoseHill.com

We here in Rose Hill recently have lost some longtime neighbors, friends, and in the case of Pearl Butler,
one of our Originals. Double tragedy occurred on
Carriage Drive when Lucylynn Petitt and her husband
Larry passed away within a short time of each other.
And Don Bise, a member of our Neighborhood Watch
for many years, died after a short illness. Mrs. Butler,
who moved to Rose Hill in 1955, succumbed after a
long illness on July 1, 2009. Lucylynn Pettit passed
away on July 8 and her husband Larry on August 14.
Don Bise died on August 1. Pearl and Don are
remembered in this issue of The Rambler and as part
of our new In Memoriam section on our website,
myRoseHill.com. The Petitts will be remembered in
the October Rambler.
Crime Update
Over the summer, numerous Rose Hill residents
have had their cars broken into. The favorite target
has been tools and personal items. It hasn’t mattered
if the cars were locked or not. If they were locked, a
window was broken to gain access to the items. Do
not leave tools, computer equipment, cameras,
Continued on Page 2
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recorders, etc. in plain sight in your car at night.
Chances are it will be the target of thieves. If you see
a crime in progress, call 911. If you see any suspicious
people in your neighborhood at night, call the nonemergency number, 703.691.2131. Numerous reports
will help the police put together a composite that may
lead to the criminals. Get the color and make of any
suspicious cars and license plate numbers if you can.

Joe Alexander Book
Franconia Remembers Joe Alexander will be unveiled
at the Franconia Museum’s annual History Day on
Saturday, October 24 from 9am to 2pm. This year’s
event will be held at the Franconia firehouse, 6300
Beulah Street. Joe is a life member of the Franconia
Volunteer Fire Department. He also lived in Rose Hill
on Leewood Drive for several years before he and his
family moved around the corner to Craft Road. Joe
will sign the copy of the book you purchase ($20) on
History Day. All proceeds from the book go to the
museum, thanks to a sponsor arrangement with the
Gailliot family, longtime residents of Franconia and
owners of Hilltop Sand and Gravel and Debris Landfill
and Hilltop Golf Center. Joe served 32 years as the
Lee District representative on the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors and also was chairman of Metro.
I wrote this book after extensive interviews with Joe,
Davie, and friends over the years. I hope you will enjoy
it and learn more about this extraordinary
representative of the people in this area.

There have been a number of major crimes in the
Franconia and Springfield areas, including separate
robberies and a carjacking/abduction at the
Franconia-Springfield Metro station, robberies in
Kingstown and Springfield, in addition to several
domestic disputes, stabbings and other robberies.
Fortunately, the police have been able to make arrests
in many cases, including running down the person
who carjacked and abducted a woman at the Metro
station.
The point is that it is a dangerous world out there.
The police have their hands full. We need to be their
eyes and ears and put out the word that Rose Hill is a
community that has scores of people looking out for
wrongdoers. We have Neighborhood Watch people
on the job throughout the community. We could use
more, particularly on Leewood Drive, Appletree
Drive, Willowood Lane, and other streets. We’ll also
be happy to add more eyes on streets where we
already have coverage. Let us know we can count on
you and we’ll give you some simple rules approved
by the police that will tell you what to look for and
what to do if you see anything suspicious. We also
ask that you identify and assist senior neighbors if
needed. In addition, we ask that you keep your eye
out for zoning or auto related violations that detract
from the neighborhood. You can help deter crime in
your driveway or on the street in front of your home
by leaving your porch and front outside lights on at
night. Criminals shy away from well-lighted areas. As
always, if you are uncomfortable calling the police or
zoning enforcement, RHCA will do it for you.

Meeting Place and Times
Because the John Marshall Library now closes at
8pm on Tuesdays due to budget cuts, we will be
switching back and forth between the Library and
Rose Hill Elementary school. When we have a speaker
and need more time, we’ll be at the school. For
example, the October 27 meeting includes a report
from the Fairfax Count Police gang coordinator so we
expect a good-sized crowd and numerous questions.
Gang activity is on the rise in Rose Hill and its
surroundings and we need to be vigilant and learn
how to recognize it. Teachers and staff at Rose Hill
Elementary have been briefed as to what to look for
concerning gang activity. We need to arm ourselves
with their knowledge. We will be inviting Rose Hill
parents to join us through an invitation to the PTA.
The October 27 meeting will start at 7pm and last until
9pm. Regular meetings at the library will begin at
6:30pm. The upcoming site will be announced in each
edition of The Rambler and on our web site,
myRoseHill.com. Our meeting sign has been
refurbished and easily can be changed to accurately
tell the meeting place. If you go to the Library and we
aren’t there, look next door. And vice versa!
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Gettysburg Tour
The Franconia Museum is sponsoring a day-long
tour on Saturday November 14 to Gettysburg, PA, and
Continued on Page 3
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the new visitor’s center on the Civil War battlefield.
Additionally, the tour will provide information about
the final battle on July 3, 1863, as collected from the
records of people who were actually there. This is the
second “Both Sides Tour” sponsored by the Museum.
Last Spring, more than 50 people made the bus trip to
Monocacy near Frederick, MD, and the National Civil
War Museum in Harrisburg, PA. The November tour
includes an all-you-can-eat breakfast buffet at the
famous Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont, MD. The tour
costs $100 and includes transportation, all visitor
center fees, the Cozy buffet, and a value card for a
fast-food stop on the way home. The day will begin

with coffee and donuts at the Franconia Museum with
the bus departing at 8:15am sharp. The Museum is
located in the Franconia Governmental Center, 6121
Franconia Road. Go to myRoseHill.com or franconia
museum.org for additional information and
instructions on how to sign up. If you haven’t seen
the battlefield since the removal of the 300-foot tower,
here’s your chance! In the spirit of full disclosure, I
am on the Board of the Museum and am one of the
organizers of this trip. My great grandfather was
wounded as part of Pickett’s Charge and I will be
telling about his day on the battlefield.
—Carl Sell

Rose Hill Civic Association Treasurer's Report
Calendar Year 2008
INCOME
Membership dues, Rambler ads, donations

$3,769.00

EXPENSES
Police holiday meals/food

$100.00

Fortney Lawn and Garden, median upkeep

$195.00

Lee District Association of Civic Organizations, dues
United States Postal Service, mailbox fee

$10.00
$128.00

Virginia State Corporation Commission, fee

$25.00

United States Postal Service, Forever stamps

$41.00

Edison All Night Graduation party, donation

$100.00

Rose Hill Elementary School anniversary party

$32.73

Lettercraft Signs, Rose Hill Beauty signs

$547.31

Fortney Lawn and Garden, median upkeep

$195.00

RHCA community dinner

$89.21

th

July 4 Lee District Park, dinners

$213.75

Fortney Lawn and Garden, median upkeep

$195.00

Lee District Association of Civic Organizations, annual dinner(s)
The UPS Store, Rambler printings (total)

$90.00
$2868.87

Total Expenses

$4830.87

The Rose Hill Raid painting and frame, donated to the John Marshall Library, were paid for entirely by donations specifically made for that purpose from
2007-2008.
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REMEMBERING...

Pearl Butler

from cancer in February of 1966. Dennis, who lived
with Mom for a spell, passed away in February of
2009. Gregg and his family live in Hayfield.

B

ack in the early 1950s, Pearl and Wesley Butler
enrolled their son Greg in the Sugarland Country
Day School. They would drive way out in the country
from their home in Alexandria near what is now T. C.
Williams High School. The school was located on a
farm in Franconia owned by the May family, which
operated the AB&W bus company.

The Butlers were active in community affairs and
youth activities. Until she became ill, Pearl was a
regular at meetings of the Rose Hill Civic Association.
She also was active in school functions and saw the
openings of Rose Hill Elementary, Mark Twain Middle
School, and Edison High School as her boys grew up.
Greg started school in Virginia Hills, then went to Bush
Hill before Rose Hill opened its doors. He went to
Twain and then spent one year at Lee before Edison
opened. Dennis went to Rose Hill, Twain, and Edison.
He retired from Giant Food.

They obviously liked what they saw for when the
community of Rose Hill began construction on the
farm, they were among the first crop of buyers. The
Butlers moved here in March of 1955. Greg was almost
eight years old and his brother Dennis was two and a
half.
Pearl passed away after a long illness on July 1,
2009. She had lived on Cottonwood Drive in Rose Hill
for 54 years. You’ll find her name on the list of Rose
Hill Originals, displayed on Rose Hill Drive at the
library; those who were still here during the community’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2004. Wesley died

Pearl worked for 31 years for the American Red
Cross. Her husband was a tool maker and machinist,
working at the Torpedo Plant in Alexandria, the Navy
Yard in Washington, Naval Research Laboratory, and
finally the Coast Guard Station on Telegraph Road.
See Butler, Page 5

Donald E. Bise, Sr.

recalls that he looked forward to seeing Don and
Delma hook up their boat and head for the Chesapeake
Bay. He knew they would return with fresh fish for
the neighbors. Don was partial to Bluefish.

L

ike many friends and neighbors, Don Bise left the
coal mines and steel mills of western Pennsylvania
in the late 1950s and came to Northern Virginia
looking for work. He found a job with Newton Asphalt
and commuted back to Masontown, PA on weekends
for several years.

In addition to working in the asphalt business, Don
served as a guard at Lorton Prison. In Rose Hill, he
volunteered as a member of Neighborhood Watch and
he and Delma kept the home and grounds in tip top
shape. As a testament to their work, the house
annually was designated a Rose Hill Beauty by the
Rose Hill Civic Association.

In 1960, Don moved his family from Pennsylvania
to a new home on Roundhill Road in the almost new
Rose Hill subdivision. Don, his wife Delma, and sons
(Donald, Jr., 14 and Kevin, 10), quickly became part
of the community. His wife opened a beauty shop
named Fashionaire in Arlington Forest and their sons
settled in to local schools.

Donald, Jr., spent one year at Lee and then became
a member of Edison High School’s first sophomore
class. Kevin went to Rose Hill Elementary for one year,
then on to Mark Twain and Edison. Delma sold the
beauty shop to several employees and then continued
work there part time until 1991.

Don Bise died on August 1, 2009, at Inova Fairfax
Hospital after a short illness. Delma passed away in
1992 and Donald, Jr., died in 1995. Don spent the last
four years living with his son, Kevin, and daughterin-law, Jane, in Springfield. Kevin and Jane were Don’s
caregivers during his illness due to Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s disease.

Don Bise is survived by one grandson, two great
grandsons, two sisters, and a brother in addition to
his son and daughter-in-law. Contributions in Don’s
memory can be made to the National Capital Area
Alzheimer’s Association, 3701 Pender Drive, Suite 400,
Fairfax, VA 22030.

John and Jane Madaris, long-time neighbors across
the street, remember the Bise family fondly. John
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The Butler heritage lives on in Rose Hill. Andrew
Butler, grandson of Pearl and Harry and Greg's son,
Andrew’s wife Mallory, and three children (Aiden 3,
Mason 2, and Rhys 1) live in the house on Cottonwood
Drive.

Butler, cont.
Greg played and his dad coached in the forerunner
of the Pioneer Baseball League that had its beginnings
at Virginia Hills School in the mid-50s. He played for
Groveton Esso. Other teams were Jerry’s Barbers,
Bucknell, C&J Delicatessen, Telegraph Pharmacy, and
Dixie Pig. Greg has worked for Duron Paints the last
11 years.

If you would like to remember our neighbor, friend,
and a real lady, Pearl Butler, please send a contribution
in her name to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box
4002018, Des Moines, Iowa 50340.
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Rose Hill Community Calendar
Around Rose Hill

Huntley Meadows Park and Visitor Center

 Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm. Rose Hill Civic
Association Meeting. John Marshall Library. Topic: Soupfest.

3701 Lockheed Boulevard, Alexandria. Information
and reservations: 703.768.2525. Hours: September 1
through October 31—9-5 everyday except closed
Tuesdays, noon-5 on holidays. November 1 through
December 31—9-5 M-F, closed Tuesdays, noon-5 on
Sat., Sun. and holidays. Closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Grounds open dawn
to dusk.

 Every Wednesday and Saturday. BINGO! Franconia
Volunteer Fire Dept. Early Bird, 7pm. Regular sessions, 8pm.

John Marshall Library
6209 Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria, 703.971.0010. Hours
as of July 1: M, T, W—10am - 8pm; Th, F—10am - 6pm;
Sat—10am - 5pm.

 Sunday, September 20. New! Wild Side Wagon Ride. Take
a 90-minute tractor ride with a naturalist to parts of Huntley
Meadows difficult to reach on foot. Children must be at least
six. Learn about songbirds, wildflowers, butterflies, and
waterfowl. Stop for a snack at the observation platform.
Rides start at 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. Meet at the
South King’s Highway entrance. Reservations required. $6

 Ongoing Event. Personalized Computer Training. Basics
for beginners: Internet and Microsoft Word. Call for
appointment. Adults.
 Thursday, September 24, 4pm. Stories and Science.
Simple experiments and stories. Age 4-6 with adult.

 Monday, September 21. Young Explorers: Beavers. From
3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at Huntley Meadows Visitor Center,
children ages six to nine learn about the beaver population
through discussion, an activity, and a walk to the wetland.
Reservations required. $4

 Fridays (9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23) 12pm. Lunch
Bunch. Bring your lunch and join us for stories. Birth-5 with
adult.
 Saturday, October 10, 10:30am. Flu Vaccinations Shots
$25 or Medicare Part B; must be 18 or older. Call Inova for
details 877-895-5284. Adults. No registration required.

 Wednesday, September 23 & Thursday, September 24.
Nature Detectives: Beavers. Children ages three to five will
learn about beavers at Huntley Meadows Visitor Center from
10 to 10:45 a.m. Enjoy an activity and a craft. Reservations
required. $6 per child with adult.

 Monday, October 12. Closed for the Columbus Day holiday.
 Tuesday, October 13, 10:30am. Welcome Fall. Join us for
stories and activities. Age 2-3 with adult

 Friday, September 25. Café Cattail. End your busy week
with relaxing, nature-inspired music, poetry, and dance at
this popular open-mike coffeehouse at Huntley Meadows
Visitor Center from 7 to 9:30 p.m. This “perfect for the whole
family” activity is free. Reservations are required for
performers only.

 Saturday, October 17, 2pm. Puppetopia. Animal Tales! Fun
for the whole family. All Ages.
 Monday, October 19, 3:30pm. Early Reader Book
Discussion. Join us for early reader book activities. Call for
titles. Age 6-8 with adult.

 Saturday, September 26 and Saturday, October 24. Park
Manager Walk and Talk. Join Huntley Meadows Park
Manager Kevin Munroe on a free walk from 4 to 6 p.m.
Adults meet at Visitor Center. Reservations required.

 Tuesday, October 20, 7pm. Mother-Daughter Book Group.
Join us for a lively book discussion. Call for the title. Age 911 with adult.
 Wednesday, October 21, 6:30pm. Book Discussion Group.
Title: House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday. Adults.

 Saturday, September 26. Fall Birds and Bagels. From 8 to
11 a.m. adults will enjoy an early morning walk in search of
resident and migrating birds at Huntley Meadows Visitor
Center. After the walk, relax and recap the sightings during a
continental breakfast at the Visitor Center. Binoculars and
field guides recommended. This popular outing is sponsored
by the Friends of Huntley Meadows Park. Reservations
required. $8

 Thursday, October 22, 4pm. Stories and Science. Stories
and simple science experiments. Age 4-6 with adult.
 Saturday, October 24, 10am. FY 2011 Budget Community
Dialogue. Presentations by county and school budget staff
followed by facilitated small group discussions. Registration
is required. Call 703-324-2391 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget. Adults.

 Saturday, October 3. Birding for Beginners. (Adults), 811am. Interested in birding? We can get you started! Learn
about the birds in the park and try out different optics.
Program begins in the parking lot. Reservations required. $6

 Monday, October 26, 3:30pm. Read to the Dog. Sign up for
a 15-min session to read to a trained therapy dog! Age 6-12.
 Friday, October 30, 12pm. Halloween Lunch Bunch. Bring
your lunch and join us for Halloween stories. Costumes
encouraged. Age birth-5 with adult.

Continued on Page 7
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Rose Hill Community Calendar, continued
 Saturday, October 3. Birth of a Wetland. 10am-noon. Walk
along woodland streams with Park Manager Kevin Munroe
tracing the wetland from its beginning in the Woodstone
neighborhood down Barnyard Run to the marsh boardwalk.
Cancelled if rain. Reservations required. $6

Thomas Edison High School
5801 Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA
22310; Office—703.924.8000; Fax—
703.924.8097

 Saturday, October 10. Night Walk. 6:30-8:30pm. Walk
through the woods to the wetland with naturalist PJ Dunn
looking for hunting bats and working beavers. Cancelled if
rain. Reservations required. $6

 The Library Needs You! Edison Library is
need of regular volunteers who are willing
to shelve books, work the desk, and help
with displays. If interested, please contact Tina Pounds at
tina.pounds@fcps.edu, or Ginny Morton at
virginia.morton@fcps.edu.

 Sunday, October 18. Art Show Opening. 2-4pm. Meet
Arizona painter and sculptor James Strohmeyer at the
opening of his one-month show. Refreshments. FREE

 Concession Help Needed. The Athletic Boosters is in need
of a Concession Manager, Seasonal Sports Chairperson,
and Concession Purchases Chairperson. Please contact
Leon Ellison at buckeye39@cox.net or Margi Lawrence at
margi.lawrence@att.net.

 Friday, October 16. Teen Night Hike. (12-16 yrs.), 6:308:30pm. Hike the park after dark with naturalist Kathi
McNeil. Look for hunting bats, gnawing beavers, and listen
for owls, while enjoying snacks. Cancelled if rain.
Reservations required. $5
 Sunday, October 18. Fly Tying. (12 yrs. +), 12:30-2pm.
Wooly buggers and hare’s ear nymphs, oh my! Learn the art
of tying your own fishing flies from naturalist and
fisherwoman Suzanne Malone. Reservations required. $12

Mark Twain Middle School
4700 Franconia Rd., Alexandria, 22310;
Office—703.313.3700, Fax—703.313.
3797

 Sunday, October 18. Historic Huntley Fall Open House. 24pm, Historic Huntley. Tour a Federal-period country villa
during this twice-a-year opportunity to go inside and learn
about original owner Thomson Mason. Call HM Visitor
Center for information. Sponsored by Friends of Historic
Huntley. FREE

Following are PTA Event dates for the next
two months. The PTA would like every parent to contribute their
time at least once during the school year. If any of the events
listed have a particular interest to you, please contact Marion
Zoretich, PTA Vice President, at mszoretich@gmail.com. Your
contribution of time positively impacts Twain and therefore your
student benefits. We hope to hear from many of you.

 Monday, October 19. Young Explorers - Coyotes and
Foxes. (6-9 yrs.), 3:15-4:30pm. Have a howling good time
while learning about these graceful hunters through a
discussion, an activity, and a walk in the woods.
Reservations required. Cancelled if rain. $4

 9/21-9/25: Book fair
 Tues. 9/22: Back to School Night (7th gr) – membership
table, popcorn machine

 Wednesday, October 21 or Thursday, October 22. Nature
Detectives - Pumpkinfest. (3-5 yrs.), 10-10:45am. Bring a
small pumpkin to decorate and celebrate the season in
style. Through a story and an activity, enjoy the wonders of
autumn. Reservations required. $6

 Thurs. 9/24: Back to School night (8th gr) – membership
table, popcorn machine
 Fri 9/25: Early release (tentative support) Lunch for staff –
set up, serve, contribute food

 Saturday, October 24. Teen Service Program. (13 yrs. and
up), 9-11:30am. For teens needing community service work
hours, get some exercise and sunshine helping maintain the
park. Reservations required. Cancelled if rain. $10

 1st Tuesday of every month: Staff work session after
school; the PTA may assign a team each month to
contribute food, need a coordinator for each team
 Fri 10/2: PTA Dance (7:30-9:30pm) – chairperson, ticket
sales, decoration, popcorn and drink sales, chaperones

 Saturday, October 24 or Sunday, October 25. Leathery
Wings. 1-3pm. See a vampire bat skull, a silhouette of the
world’s largest bat, and listen to bat calls during self-guided,
hands-on activities. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. FREE

 Tues 10/13: School Magazine Drive Fundraiser kick-off
 Wed 10/14: ESOL Family Night 6-8pm, ESOL parent to
coordinate communication

 Sunday, October 25. Oh Deer! (6 yrs. and up), 12:30-2pm.
Families go off-trail to look for signs of deer activity and talk
about the importance of these animals. Reservations
required. Cancelled if rain. $6

Position Available: Rambler Editor
Requirments: proofreading, editing, experience with
a layout software program. Contact: Marty Williams,
703.910.6316 or marty@fabrications.us
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FAIRFAX NOTES
FCPD Helicopter Division Wins
National Award

FCPS, Fairfax County Government
to Hold FY 2011 Budget
Community Dialogues

T

he Fairfax County Police Helicopter Division won
third place in the 2009 FLIR Vision Awards for
their “catch” using an infrared camera. The case began
when an officer attempted to stop a truck that had
smoke emanating from it. The truck did not stop and
continued along Interstate 495 into Maryland. The
officer had to terminate his involvement, but the
helicopter continued. The vehicle broke down just
across state lines and the suspects fled on foot along
the shoulder of the capital beltway. The flight crew,
Pilot Garrett Wymer, Master Police Officer James
Greeves, and Police Officer First Class Tammy Russell,
followed the suspects until a Maryland officer
responded. While waiting on the Maryland officer, the
flight crew of the helicopter witnessed the suspects’
unsuccessful attempt to carjack two separate vehicles.
The first suspect eventually surrendered and the flight
crew provided aerial backup as he was arrested. The
second suspect ran and hid. After searching the area
where the suspect was last seen, he was spotted hiding
in a concrete drainage pipe. Due to the immense
amount of heat radiating from the pipe, he was seen
with the aid of the infrared camera. Both suspects were
eventually arrested and it was later determined the
truck had been reported stolen.

F

airfax County Public Schools (FCPS) and the
Fairfax County government are teaming up again
this year to solicit community input to help meet a
significant projected budget deficit for FY 2011.
Fairfax County is in the midst of a multiyear cyclical
downturn requiring that county and school decisionmakers continue to make expenditure and revenue
adjustments. The school system’s ongoing challenge
is to develop a budget with an appropriate level of
services that is both sustainable and acceptable to the
community. As part of the budget process, FCPS and
Fairfax County are hosting a series of budget
community dialogues in September, October, and
November. Citizens are invited to engage in facilitated
small-group discussions to help find solutions to close
the FY 2011 budget gap. Registration is required.
Community dialogue meetings will be held as
follows:
 Tuesday, September 29, 7-9pm at the McLean
Community Center.
 Wednesday, September 30, 7-9pm in the West
Springfield High School cafeteria.

Police departments across the country and Canada
participated in the competition.

 Wednesday, October 14, 7-9pm in the Marshall
High School cafeteria and the South County
Secondary School cafeteria.

All FCPS Earn Full Accreditation

 Saturday, October 24, 10am-noon at the
Centreville Regional Library, the Reston Regional
Library, and the John Marshall Library.

O

ne hundred percent of the 190 County’s public
schools earned full accreditation from the
Virginia Department of Education based on the 200809 Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) tests. Ratings
are based on the achievement of students tested in
the four core subjects in 2008-09, or may reflect the
overall achievement during the three most recent
years. Test results in each subject area are combined
to produce overall passing percentages in English,
math, history and social science, and science. The
percentage of schools earning a passing rate of 90 or
greater has increased significantly since last year.
Fairfax County Public Schools Superintendent Jack D.
Dale notes, “Full accreditation, which FCPS also
achieved last year, is the result of teams of teachers
and administrators working together to help every
student learn subject matter. The fact that our students
score well on these assessments is icing on the cake.”

 Thursday, October 29, 7-9pm in the South Lakes
High School cafeteria and the Woodson High
School cafeteria.
 Saturday, November 14, 10am-noon at the Kings
Park Library, the Sherwood Regional Library, and
the George Mason Regional Library.
FCPS and Fairfax County officials will give budget
presentations, followed by small-group discussions
facilitated by staff members. To register, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget or call 703.324.2391,
TTY 711. Citizens who are unable to attend the
community dialogues are welcome to pass along their
comments and suggestions by calling 703.324.9400 or
completing a budget feedback form at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.
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Rose Hill Business Directory

R

esidents who own or operate a company are eligible to have their business listed monthly in The Rambler free
of charge. Businesses are encouraged to provide Rose Hill residents with quality service and products at a fair
price. The Rambler reserves the right to print recommendations from consumers, both pro and con. To have your business
listed or to provide updates, call Marty Williams at 703.910.6316.
CHILD CARE

INVITATIONS/PERSONALIZED STATIONERY

Mama High’s Pre-School and Day Care. Children ages 3 weeks through
5 years old. Excellent preparation for those starting kindergarten. We talk
with babies and toddlers in simple language. State Licensed, full- or parttime. 4613 Cottonwood Place, 703.971.0741.

Sicks-Pack Productions. Sara Sicks, 703.922.6299. Sara offers
personalized stationery and invitations for every occasion—from weddings
to birth announcements to parties—all at 10 to 20% less than what you
would pay if you bought the same item at a stationery store. Come by to
browse the selection with no obligation. Sara lives on Cottonwood Drive.

Llewellyn Family Daycare. 14 years experience providing care for children
of all ages. State Licensed, CPR- and First Aid-Certified. Accepting
applications for full-time and part-time care. Before and after school care.
Transportation provided for Rose Hill Elementary School. Hours of operation
are Monday - Friday 6:30 am-6:30 pm. Weekend and evening care available
upon request. Year-round preschool curriculum. Fun-filled days of learning
and exploring. Every month a different theme. Daily activities include
reading, arts and crafts, circle time, letters, numbers, colors, shapes, and
outdoor play. Plenty of space for activities! Excellent references. Fairfax
County Child Care Assistance Program accepted. To schedule an
appointment, call Jessica at 703.765.1661.

KITCHEN REMODELING
Southern Kitchens. Bill York, 703.548.4459. Complete kitchen remodeling.
Our showroom is in Alexandria on Mt. Vernon Avenue. Please call for an
appointment. Bill lives on Clovergrass Drive.

LAWN SERVICES
Fortney Lawn & Garden. David and Jimmy Fortney, 703.960.8869.
Although they live in Virginia Hills, the Fortneys work closely with RHCA to
maintain the median landscaping on Rose Hill Drive.
Dan’s Lawn & Leaf Service. Daniel P. Bishop, 703.719.7806. We
guarantee fast, friendly, and affordable service. Located in the Rose Hill
subdivision and serving its residents for 4 years.

DECK AND FENCE
B&B Deck & Fence, Inc. Cliff James, Owner, 6412 May Boulevard,
T-703.719.7015, F-703.922.3779.

Independence Landscape and Lawn Care. For all your landscape and
lawn care needs please call Curt Greene at 703.967.7639. Our services
range from mowing, lawn care, leaf removal, and snow removal to patios,
landscape design, and construction. Using the latest most efficient methods
and equipment gives us the advantage to effectively service our customers
at a competitive price. Discounts offered to all Rose Hill residents. Check
us out on the web at www.independencelandscape.com. Curt lives on
Thornwood Drive.

DIGITAL DESIGN
DG Designs. Web pages, registration, scanning services, hosting, and
custom graphic art work. Ronald G. Dillon, 1.877.233.2224, 703.971.2125
or www.dgdesigns.com. Ron, Donna, and their daughters live on Winston
Place.

ELECTRICIAN
Electrical Solutions. 703.922.2040. Electrical service upgrades, whole
house surge protection, troubleshooting, repairs, additions, & remodeling.
Audio/video sales and professional installation (high definition TV
calibration), and much, much more! Same day service, FREE phone
estimates, Class “A” contractor, licensed (VA, MD, DC), bonded, insured.
24 hour emergency service. Your friendly neighborhood electrician for your
home or office.

PAINTING
Sherry and Cindy’s Painting. Sherry Matey, 703.921.9422. Exterior/
interior, drywall repair, deck staining, pressure washing. Sherry has lived
in Rose Hill for more than 20 years and has received well-deserved referrals
from many residents [including your editor].

PET SITTING
Welcome Waggin’ Professional Pet Sitting. www.welcomewaggin .com,
703.819.0809. Welcome Waggin’ is a small company offering extremely
personalized service. We do mid-day dog walking as well as pet sitting
visits to the home for people who are away on business or vacation. Bonded,
insured, and references available. Proud members of the National
Association of Professional Pet Sitters and The Northern Virginia
Professional Pet Sitters Network. Janelle Welch lives on Sturbridge Place.

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Fabrications LLC. Web sites, invitations, flyers, announcements, menus,
business cards, brochures, newsletters, mailers, books, proposals, journals,
and all your editing, printing, paper, and digital needs. Marty Williams,
Desktop Specialist, has more than 13 years experience and can be reached
at 703.910.6316, or marty@fabrications.us. She is the Editor of The
Rambler.

PHOTOGRAPHY

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Tisara Photography. Nina Tisara, 703.838.8098. Tisara Photography is a
family business with a full-service studio in Old Town, Alexandria, since
1990. They specialize in portraits and special events. Nina lives on Hayfield
Place.

Dove Heating and Air Conditioning. We service and install heat pumps,
air conditioners, furnaces, hot water heaters, and humidifiers. David and
Linda Nichols, 703.971.8897. The Nichols have been in business for 24
years and have lived in Rose Hill for 34 years.

PIANO/KEYBOARD

HOUSE CLEANING

Chris McCay. Chris McCay teaches piano/keyboard in your home. Special
discount for Rose Hill residents is $25 for a half hour lesson. Chris lives
with his family on Willowood Lane, two doors down from where his wife,
formerly Melissa Anderson, grew up. 571.237.5559.

Ingrid. 703.362.5672. I’ve lived in the Rose Hill area for 13 years. I clean
houses in the general area and also do move-outs.

Continued on Page 10
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Advertising in The Rambler

QUILTS

L

Hand-Made Quilts. Sally Dankers and her mother, Marjorie Parkyn,
make quilts for sale. They are one of a kind and very beautiful. If
interested, please call 703.971.8064 or email oraclemarjorie@aol.com.

isting in the Business Directory is free to Rose Hill
residents who own their business, but placing an
actual advertisement is open to all with rates per
month as follows:

REAL ESTATE
Exit Metro Realty. Angelique Vereen can be reached at 703.740.2260
(business) or 571.233.6395 (direct). Her office is located at 114 S. Pitt
St., Alexandria 22314. She and her family have lived on Thornwood Dr.
for many years. The Vereen house always sparkles with holiday lights!

 Business card: 3 ½" x 2", $10
 Quarter page: 3 ½" x 4 ¾", $25
 Half page: 7 ½" x 4 ¾", $50

Re/Max Allegiance.
Karen Davidson, 703.927.4448.
www.homesdatabase.com/karendavidson, www.karen-davidson.com,
email: kedavidson@aol.com. Karen lives on Roundhill Road.

 Full page: 7 ½" x 9 ¾", $100
Ads may be bought for either one month only,
month-to-month, or as many months in advance as
desired. Our newsletter is published 9 times a year,
excluding July, August, and December.

Re/Max Metro 100. Steve Dougherty, 703.971.3886 (home) or 642.3380
(office). Steve, his wife Holly, and their 6 children live on Roundhill Road.

ROOFING
Timothy’s Roofing Company, Inc. Timothy Jenkins, 703.820.6065.
Timothy has installed several roofs in Rose Hill since moving to our
neighborhood (Appletree Drive) in 2002. He has a Class A Contractors
License and has been in business for 24 years. Free estimates.

Advertising in The Rambler is an excellent way to
reach the 700+ homes in our community. In addition,
the ads are placed on our website,
www.myRoseHill.com, for the world to see.

TREE SERVICE

Anyone interested in placing an ad may call me at
703.910.6316. Artwork can be sent to
marty@fabrications.us in tiff or jpeg format or hardcopy
mailed to P.O. Box 10891, Alexandria, VA 22310.
Checks made out to RHCA should be included with
ads and sent to the P.O. Box.

Arbor Experts. Brad Campbell, 703.339.6451. Removal, trimming,
pruning, etc. Brad lives on Roundhill Road and wants to serve his home
neighborhood in Rose Hill. Local references available.

—Marty Williams
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