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2 CORINTHIANS 9:1-15
The man wore everyday clothes with no designer names attached. 
Nothing about him indicated he was wealthy. He seemed to be just 
like any other customer sitting in the café. After eating his meal, 
he thanked the waitress and left her a tip that was larger than his 
bill. Another person at the table commented about his tip. The man 
reminded the person that one doesn’t need to be rich to be generous, 
but that one simply must be generous to be generous. 

Why might a person question someone being generous? What motivates 
people to be generous toward others? 

Giving Faithfully
Believers show trust in God by using their resources to meet 
the needs of others.

Session 12
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 CORINTHIANS 8:1–9:15
God uses money to expose the condition of our hearts. Jesus made 
statements like, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 
(Matt. 6:21) and “you cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24). Paul 
said, “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). 
Christians should view money through a different lens. Rather than 
being greedy and grabbing all we can get, we should be generous and 
give to others in need. 

To understand this week’s Bible passage, it is important to recall 
the historical background. The Jerusalem church faced significant 
challenges, including heavy financial burdens for ministry among the 
poor. The believers in the Jerusalem church did their part to share and 
support each other financially (Acts 2:44-45), yet more was needed. A 
famine hit Judea that added to the need, and churches sent gifts to the 
Jerusalem believers by way of Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:30). 

When Paul first met James, Peter, and John in Jerusalem, they asked 
him to “remember the poor.” Paul “eager to do” so (Gal. 2:10). Wherever 
he went, he levied his apostolic influence to raise money in support of the 
needy saints in Jerusalem. Why? Because Gentile believers were indebted 
to the Jerusalem church, the epicenter from which the gospel spread into 
the world. Paul said to the Romans, “For if the Gentiles have come to 
share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them 
in material blessings” (Rom. 15:27).

In 1 Corinthians, Paul encouraged the Corinthian believers to take 
up a collection for the believers in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1). He wanted 
this to be ready when he came (1 Cor. 16:2). Apparently, however, 
tensions between the Corinthians and Paul, as well as the negative 
influence of the false teachers, hindered the collection and halted 
giving. So Paul reengaged the issue, bragging on the Macedonian 
churches for their generosity and calling the Corinthians to recommit 
themselves to giving to this need (2 Cor. 8:1-15). 

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 in your Bible. Identify in the passage reasons for 
believers to meet the needs of others. How do the reasons you discovered 
relate to each other? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
CONFIDENCE EXPRESSED (2 COR. 9:1-5)
1 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry 
for the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, of which I boast about 
you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready 
since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But I 
am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not 
prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said 
you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me 
and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say 
nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary 
to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance 
for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing 
gift, not as an exaction. 

VERSES 1-2

Paul expressed his confidence about the Corinthians’ participation 
in the ministry to the saints when he said, it is superfluous for me 
to write to you. His belief was that the Corinthians would step up in 
their promised support for the believers in Jerusalem. In fact, Paul 
commented about their readiness to complete the collection. 

He had been boasting about their readiness to the people 
of •Macedonia, and the Corinthians’ zeal had stirred up the 
Macedonians to get involved as well. According to Romans 15:26, 
Macedonia and Achaia (where Corinth was located) were faithful to 
collect money for those in Jerusalem.

VERSES 3-5

Paul wanted to certify whether the Corinthians would have the 
collection ready when he came. Huge ministry needs were at stake, 
and people were counting on it since Paul had been boasting about the 
strong commitment from the Corinthians. If, in fact, they were not 
prepared, both Paul and the Corinthians would be humiliated. 

To ensure all was as it should be, Paul said he was sending the 
brothers so that his boasting about them may not prove empty. 
These brothers included Titus and two other unnamed brothers, 
but known by the Corinthians, who had proven themselves 
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faithful (2 Cor. 8:16-24). Paul was urging the brothers to go on ahead 
and make sure that the gift they promised would be ready. 

Paul was concerned that if the gift was not ready when he arrived, 
and he held them to their pledge, their giving would no longer be 
offered as a gift but would feel like an extortion because of the 
pressure. However, these verses reveal the confidence Paul had in the 
Corinthians to make good on their promise to give.

Why is it important for leaders to hold believers accountable for meeting 
the needs of others? 

BENEFITS FOUND (2 COR. 9:6-11)
 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each 
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As 
it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever.” 10 He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You 
will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

VERSES 6-7

Paul’s driving point was, if you give little, you gain little. The principle 
he applied is that if a person sows sparingly, he or she will also reap 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Stewardship

Christians should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, 
systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s cause on earth.
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sparingly. Conversely, if they sows bountifully, they will also reap 
bountifully. This principle is not a “health and wealth” proposition 
but rather a biblical truth flowing from the generous nature of God. 
We are to give unselfishly, but it is right for us to be reminded that 
giving is in our own best interest.

Paul’s motivation was not the receiving or reaping but rather the 
blessed act of giving itself. Paul appealed elsewhere to Jesus’ teaching 
on this subject, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
Giving demonstrates the genuineness of love (2 Cor. 8:8,24). In fact, it 
was love that motivated God to give His Son (John 3:16). 

Giving should be proportionate to one’s means, yet sacrificial 
(2 Cor. 8:12). Paul also noted that giving is to be voluntary: Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart. Otherwise, that person’s 
giving would be reluctant and offered under compulsion. Compulsion 
is the response to pressured extortion, which is what Paul wanted to 
avoid in the collection for the Jerusalem saints. God isn’t interested in 
compulsion; instead, He loves a cheerful giver. 

For the cheerful giver, which comes first, the gift or the cheer? Explain. 
How is giving a source of cheer? How does a cheerful heart move a 
person to meet the needs of others?

VERSES 8-11

Sharing in the support of the poor means sharing in the blessings 
the Lord returns for that effort. If the Corinthians gave to the needy, 
God would make sure they were taken care of, because He is able to 
make all grace abound. They need not worry; the Lord would supply 
everything they needed to abound in every good work. After receiving 
financial support from the Philippians, Paul told them, “God will 
supply every need of yours  according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). The promise of God is that the “whoever gives to 
the poor will not want” (Prov. 28:27).

To support his claim that God’s people are meant to bless others 
through liberal giving, Paul cited Psalm 112:9. This psalm extols the traits 
of godly people whom the psalmist identified as “the man who fears 
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the Lord,” and “the righteous” (Ps. 112:1,6). The apostle quoted lines that 
describe the righteous person’s history of generosity. He also included the 
next line from the psalm about God’s eternal favor extending to such a 
person: “his righteousness endures forever” (Ps. 112:9). God will never 
forget His people’s good works, including their generosity.

Other benefits are found in generosity. Paul told the Corinthians 
to expect God to increase the harvest of their righteousness. 
Sacrificial giving yields a liberal harvest of righteousness indeed. Paul 
argued previously, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 
by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). When we place others’ 
needs before our own comfort and gain, we demonstrate the same 
kind of humble, sacrificial love of our Savior.

When we place others’ needs before our own comfort and 
gain, we demonstrate the same kind of humble, sacrificial 
love of our Savior.

Finally, Paul stated that the Corinthians would be enriched in 
every way for their generosity. The benefits to be found through 
generosity are important, but not nearly as important as the 
validation of one’s relationship with the Lord, proven to be genuine 
because of compassionate, cheerful giving (see 1 John 3:17).

BIBLE SKILL:  Connect Old Testament teaching to New Testament 
significance.

Read Psalm 112 and take note of the traits of the righteous person that the 
psalmist described. Then read 2 Corinthians 9 and observe how Paul applied 
the words of the psalm to Christians. How do the words of the psalm 
support what Paul wrote concerning generous giving? 
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What is the relationship between trust in God and one’s willingness to 
give to meet the needs of others? How does a person’s understanding of 
God impact his or her willingness to meet the needs of others? 

ADORATION GAINED (2 COR. 9:12-15)
12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 
13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of 
your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for 
all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift! 

VERSES 12-13

Ultimately, giving to others is intended to bring glory to God. Although 
the ministry of this service would supply the needs of the saints in 
Jerusalem, there was a greater outcome. Those who eventually received 
the generous gift would be overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God. Their gratitude would extend beyond the Corinthians to God, the 
Provider and Sustainer of all. The generosity of the Corinthians would 
produce thanksgiving to God (v. 11).

Paul was confident that the saints in Jerusalem would glorify God 
for the Corinthians’ generosity … for them. Perhaps one reason Paul 
expected the saints in Jerusalem to glorify God for the Corinthians’ 
gift was because he himself responded that way to the Philippians’ 
generosity to him (see Phil. 4:20). 

How can giving be an act of worship? How can giving be a means of 
honoring God? How can the person receiving a gift honor God? 

The Jerusalem believers would also glorify the Lord on account of 
the Corinthians’ submission that came from their confession of the 
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gospel of Christ. The gift and support from the Corinthian believers 
offered evidence of their love for the saints in Jerusalem. John asked, 
“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” He 
then exhorted believers to “not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth” (1 John 3:17-18). Those in Jerusalem would rejoice in the truth 
that the Corinthians walked in obedience to the gospel, showing 
concern for them by helping in time of need.

All Christian giving is carried out in light of God’s gift to us—
an incredible, priceless, generous gift.

VERSES 14-15

Paul noted that the surpassing grace of God at work in the 
Corinthians would also be a source of gratitude in the hearts of the 
Jerusalem saints. As they received the demonstrable love of the 
Corinthians, they would long for the Corinthians. 

As Paul concluded this section of his letter, he could not stop 
himself from glorifying God as he reflected on the gospel and its fruit 
among believers: Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! Words 
are inadequate to explain the gift God has given us in His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Even so, God receives glory when His Son is worshiped. He 
deserves all we can ascribe to Him for His sacrifice on our behalf. 

Consequently, all Christian giving is carried out in light of God’s 
gift to us—an incredible, priceless, generous gift. God loved the world 
and gave us His Son (John 3:16). He “did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32). Indeed, it is through His Son that 
we are reconciled to God (see 2 Cor. 5:18). If God has demonstrated 
such profound generosity toward us, giving us an indescribable 
gift (even though we don’t deserve it!), how can we not also give 
cheerfully and generously to others, especially those who belong to 
the household of faith (see Gal. 6:10)?

In what ways does God’s generosity in the gift of His Son challenge 
believers to meet the needs of others?
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IN MY CONTEXT
• Believers are accountable to provide for the needs of others. 
• Believers demonstrate trust in God’s provisions for them by giving 

to meet the needs of others.
• Believers’ gifts can be a means of honoring God for both the giver 

and the receiver.

As a group, discuss appropriate ways of challenging each other to meet 
the needs of others in the community and to meet the needs of the 
church. What adjustments need to be made within the group based on 
this discussion?  

Ask God to show you a need that you are to meet. Ask Him for the 
courage and faith to address that need. Record your actions here. 

List attitudes about giving you discovered in this study. Evaluate how 
well you exhibit the attitudes you identified. Ask God to strengthen these 
attitudes in your life, committing to take action as He directs. 

Prayer Needs
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