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The Vanity of Wealth 
 

Ecclesiastes 5-6 
 

    Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, 

    for they will surely sprout wings 

    and fly off to the sky like an eagle 
 

    Proverbs 23:5   
 

Solomon was the wealthiest man the world has ever seen.   

He knew a lot about money and material goods, and he discusses wealth at length in this book.  
Starting with 5:9 and extending through chapter six, the Preacher makes his case that wealth 
and its pursuit is empty.   

How does this assertion compare with what our culture teaches us?   

Our culture greatly values wealth and prosperity.  It teaches us to reach for higher and higher 
standards of living. 

Jesus said, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God" (Matt 19:24).  
 
 Why do you suppose that this is the case?   
 

Rich people tend to trust in their wealth and in themselves rather than in God.  They don't see 
their need. 
 

What does Solomon say about wealth? 

Break the class into three groups and assign the following.  Each group should prepare to read 
its text and share its findings. 

 

GROUP 1 

Read 5:10-17 and list the problems associated with the pursuit of money. 

1. Money doesn't satisfy. 

2. As material wealth increases, so do those who consume it. 

3. Those who amass wealth only get to look at it. 

4. The wealthy don’t sleep well (because they are worried about keeping their money?) 

5. One may lose all his wealth thru bad investments. 

6. You can't take your money with you when you die. 
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GROUP 2 

5:18-20 is the conclusion Solomon comes to regarding money.   

Summarize what he says here. 

1. Enjoy life—eat, drink and be merry. 

2. Find satisfaction in labor.  Be happy in work—it's a gift from God. 

3. God is the source of joy. 

GROUP 3 

Read chapter 6.  Give several more reasons why it's foolish to pursue riches. 

1. It's possible to have much material wealth and not be able to enjoy it. (.2) 

2. A stranger may end up enjoying the fruit of all your labor.  (.2) 

3. Wealth never satisfies.  (.7) 

4. No one knows what will happen to his goods after he dies.  (.12) 

Man’s helplessness and ignorance (6:10–12).  This seems to be a summary statement of the 
book up to this point.  Read this text and summarize Solomon's point here. 

That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend 
with him that is mightier than he. Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man 
the better?  For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which 
he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun? 

Man must accept himself and the world as they are. All that exists has already been named, 
that is, its essence and character have been determined. (To name something or someone is to 
give existence to and/or to exercise superiority over that thing or person (cf. Gen. 2:19–20; Isa. 
40:26). Reinforcing this idea is the word known. The statement what man is has already been 
known (v. 10) indicates that his destiny has already been determined.) 

Man is limited; he is mortal. Verse 12 presents a double issue in terms of two questions.  

Man not only lacks knowledge, he also lacks advisors. He knows not what to do with the 
present or with the future. There are no answers provided to these questions. The plans of God 
for man and the world are both unknowable and unchangeable.1 

Essential Finds and Signs from Ecclesiastes Five and Six 

 Money doesn't satisfy.   

 Be happy in work—it's a gift from God. 

 Man is limited.   

 The plans of God for man and the world are both unknowable and unchangeable. 
 

                                                 
1. Walter A. Elwell, ed., Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, (Grand Rapid: Baker) 1989. 
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Conclusion:  We live in a culture that greatly values wealth and prosperity. Many people make 
it their life's goal to enjoy higher and higher standards of living. Yet Solomon teaches us that the 
pursuit of wealth is foolish and vain. Thus, we should not make the pursuit of wealth a high 
priority.  Instead, we should seek to enjoy life and labor to meet our needs. 

 

For Further Discussion: 

1. Why would it be distressing to leave your wealth to someone else?   

You don’t know how they’re going to handle it.  They could squander everything you’ve 
worked for. 

2. Solomon’s assertion that man is limited in his knowledge and abilities contradicts the 
modern notion of man’s limitless potential.  What is the basis of this contradiction?   

Solomon operated from a theocentric point of view—he saw man as a creature of God to 
whom God did not reveal all things.  Solomon retains the Creator/creature distinction.  
Modern man does not see himself in this relationship.  He sees himself as the highest rung 
on the evolutionary ladder.  Man is pretty good in his own eyes.  He doesn’t consider God’s 
perspective. 


