
Taking Worship Seriously 
 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 5:1-7 
 

False Worship (5:1-7) 

Perhaps Solomon's last stop on his tour was the temple, the "house of God."  He warns his 
audience to "keep thy foot" when entering the temple.  What do you suppose he means by that 
expression?  Be careful, think seriously about what you are doing.   

Why is it so important to "keep thy foot" when worshiping God?  

 Because you don't want to be guilty of vanity or error in the worship of God.  Other areas of life 
may be messed up, but one should be especially careful with his relationship with God. 

What is the central issue Solomon is concerned about in this passage?  

The context centers on speech and vows—rash words, making a vow and not fulfilling it.   
Offering the sacrifice of fools—seems to be talking about failure to fulfill a vow.  

 As personal and business cares produce dreams, which are unsubstantial things; so many words 
produce foolish and empty prayer.  When we come before God, our minds are full of our own 
business rather than with the worship of God. When we talk too much, we usually talk like fools. 
This can be especially bad in the house of God. 

The "angel" (KJV) is probably the temple messenger, not a heavenly angel. 

The dreams: perhaps it was common for those who experienced amazing dreams to go to the 
temple and tell others about it.  Solomon saw this as foolish and a cause of sin. 

Describe how one should behave himself in the temple.  One should be serious, careful, quiet, 
listening, paying one's vows, in control of one's mouth, fearing the Lord—showing reverence, 
decorum, respect, propriety. 

What is a vow?  

 It's a promise, usually a conditional one—i.e., if God will do something, we promise to do 
something.  Not always conditional.  What are some examples of vows?  Help for problems, 
support of missionaries 

Is it OK to make vows to God?  Yes, as long as you keep them.   

Solomon is warning his readers against trusting in empty rituals—going through the motions of 
prayer and vows, but without any heart devotion to God. 

How are the principles of this passage applicable to our situation?   

One should also be serious and thoughtful as one worships God at church.  One should be more 
prone to listen than to speak.  If you make a vow, fulfill it.  Avoid hypocrisy/formalism.  Rituals 
are worthless if not accompanied by a sincere heart. 

 

 

 


