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CHRISTMAS – ANGELS & DEMONS 

The Bethlehem Babies 

Matthew 2:13-21 

 

 

 When we hurt the most, we feel God’s comfort the most. I found that to be true in my life, 

and maybe you’ve found that to be true too. That’s what we’re counting on as a church family. 

This has been a painful week and we are here this morning because we need God’s comfort. 

 

 I’m going to go ahead and briefly share the story I had previously planned, and then we are 

going to pray. It’s an episode of the Christmas story that we don’t pay much attention to. It’s 

probably the least preached part of the Christmas story. Bethlehem was the serene place of the 

birth of Jesus, but it was also the place of one of the most violent episodes in history. And the story 

proves that there is a cosmic battle raging between angels and demons, between God’s plan and 

Satan’s schemes. The battle is futile for Satan to fight, because it is a battle controlled by the 

sovereign hand of God. Yet, he still fights and attacks the heart of people we know and love; a 

family member, a neighbor, a co-worker, a friend. And that’s why, this Christmas, we’ve been 

talking about angels and demons. 

 

 Angels were everywhere in the Christmas story. But as angels swirled above the manger, 

demons lurked in the shadows. Satan and his demons were there too. The book of Revelation 

describes the eerie scene. “The great red dragon stood before the woman who was about to give 

birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child” (Revelation 12:4).  

 

 The Bible warns us of an invisible war in the heavenly places over the souls of human 

beings. The Bible says, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 

the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, NAS). We have an enemy. An enemy that is trying to 

deceive us, discourage us, and defeat us. We have an enemy that is trying to destroy your family 

and destroy our church. 

 

 Matthew 2 records an episode of the Christmas story that we don’t pay much attention to, 

and is probably the least preached part of the Christmas story. But this story proves that Satan 

works tirelessly to thwart God’s plan and to destroy God’s people. 
 

 

SATAN THROUGH HEROD 

 

 Matthew 2 begins with the magi, the wise men. The magi traveled over 1,000 miles because 

God had revealed to them a secret. They knew something great had happened. They knew someone 

great had been born. So they searched for the “King of the Jews.” They even talked with King 

Herod, inquiring about the birth of this new king. Cunningly, Herod said to the magi, “Go and 

search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come 

and worship Him” (Matthew 2:8, NAS). 

 

 So, the magi went toward Bethlehem, “and the star, which they had seen in the east, went 

on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. After coming into the house they saw the Child with 
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Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:9-11, NAS). After they 

worshiped Him, God warned the magi not to return to Herod. 

 

 After Jesus was born, Satan was furious and entered the heart of Herod, and unleased his 

violence on Bethlehem. Here’s the story. 

 
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and 

his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for 

the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left 

for Egypt … And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet (Hosea), 

“Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the magi, he was furious, and he gave 

orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under 

… Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice is heard in 

Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be 

comforted, because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:13-18, NIV).  

 

 It’s obvious why this is the least preached episode of the Christmas story. It’s not pretty, 

it’s horrible. But it proves that Satan is constantly working to thwart God’s plan. 

 

 History calls this “the massacre of the innocents,” and many religious historians exaggerate 

that Herod killed tens of thousands of babies. But that’s impossible. Bethlehem was a small village 

of perhaps 500 people, and at that moment in history, there could not have been more than 15-20 

baby boys under the age of two. But a massacre did occur. And it was horrible for the mothers of 

Bethlehem. And it was Satan’s attempt to track down the Messiah and kill Him. 

 

 Satan was the angel Lucifer, the most beautiful angel in heaven. But he tried to exalt 

himself above God, so God threw him out of heaven. Jesus was an eyewitness and told His 

disciples, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18, NIV). And with jealousy and 

vengeance, Satan has been trying to steal God’s glory, thwart God’s plans, and destroy God’s 

people ever since. 

 

Jesus called Satan a “murderer” and the “father of lies.”1 The New Testament calls him 

the “prince of the power of the air,”2 the “ruler of demons,”3 and the “god of this world.”4 He is 

described as a “roaring lion”5 and as the “great red dragon.”6 

 

And Satan’s history is long. He tempted Eve to doubt God and to disobey God. He stirred 

up all the evil in the world prior to Noah, provoking God to destroy the world with a great flood. 

He was present in every enemy Israel faced. Yes, he was behind Herod’s order to kill all the boy 

babies in Bethlehem. He tempted Jesus for 40 days in the wilderness. He caused Peter to deny 

knowing Jesus. And the Bible says, “Satan entered Judas,” causing him to betray Jesus (Luke 

22:3). And he was at the cross, thinking he had killed the Son of God, but the resurrection proved 

him wrong. Even though Satan’s fight is futile, because the battle is controlled by the sovereign 

hand of God, he still fights. And it’s personal. 
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 I believe Satan is trying to destroy your family and your marriage. I believe Satan goes 

after pastors and churches. I believe Satan is thrilled with abortion, atheism, and homosexuality. I 

believe Satan is behind terrorism, sex trafficking, and pornography. The Bible warns us of the 

reality of spiritual warfare. There is an invisible war in the heavenly places over the souls of human 

beings. We have an enemy. “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, NAS). This war is not human against human. 

It’s spiritual, it’s demonic. And it’s personal. He’s out to get you! 

 

The Bible talks about the “schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11). Satan is not only 

powerful, he’s also very smart. And the Bible says, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8, NIV). Think about that. Like a lion 

chasing down its prey, Satan is chasing us down trying to devour us. 

 

 His might was most dramatically displayed at the cross. Satan thought he had defeated 

God. But Jesus rose from the dead defeating sin and death and Satan. Because of the cross and the 

empty tomb, the Bible says, “In all things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loves 

us” (Romans 8:37). The Bible says, “You are from God and have overcome, for He who is in you 

is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4, ESV). 
 

 

PRAYER TIME 

 

 So, this morning, we’re going to lean into the one who is greater, and we do that by praying. 

The Bible says, “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near 

to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:7-8, NAS). We’re going to take some time to draw 

near to God, and to believe this promise. That if we draw near to God, Satan will flee from us. 

 

 So I ask you to come and we get on our knees and faces and pray. 

 

• Pray for the two families affected by this week’s news, for God to be with both 

families. 

• Take some time for personal reflection and personal confession. This is a time 

for all of us to come clean before God. 

• Take some time to pray for our church. That God would heal us, preserve us, 

and protect us. 

• Pray for your family. Your marriage. Your children. 

• Pray for our community, that the tragic news of this week will not turn them 

away from God. And pray for people you know and love who do not know 

Jesus. 

• Who can you trust? Pastors, teachers, politicians, parents … none are perfect. 

People can let you down. The only one you can trust is God!   
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 CONCLUSION 

 

 Bethlehem was the serene place of the birth of Jesus, but it was also he place of one of the 

most violent episodes history. But here’s the rest of the story. “After Herod died, an angel of the 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and 

go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.’ So he got up, 

took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel” (Matthew 2:19-21, NIV). 

 

 Satan’s plan failed. 

 

 And his attack on you will fail too, if … if you walk with God. If you walk with God, you 

will always be one step ahead of Satan. “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will 

flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:7-8, NAS). And 

remember this truth. “You are from God and have overcome, for He who is in you is greater than 

he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4, ESV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

1 John 8:44. 
2 Ephesians 2:2. 
3 Luke 11:15. 
4 2 Corinthians 4:4, John 16:11. 
5 1 Peter 5:8. 
6 Revelation 12:3. 

                                                 


