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CHRISTMAS – ANGELS & DEMONS 

Pointing to Jesus 
Luke 2:8-20 

 
 
 The Christmas story is very familiar to us. We are very familiar with the manger scene 
and know the characters of Christmas so well. Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wise men, 
and of course, the baby Jesus. 
 
 And it all fits inside this $2 snow globe. Inside is Mary and Joseph, Jesus in a manger, and 
snow! We can reduce Christmas to something we can hold in the palm of our hand. And that’s 
okay. Because the story is simple. A baby, God’s Son, came to show us how much God loves us. 
And a snow globe is a simple way to teach children about the birth of Jesus. So, in a way, it’s 
good that we can hold the Christmas story in the palm of our hand. 
 
 But what if we could zoom out like Google Earth? What if we could zoom out and take 
an angel’s view of Christmas? 
 
 Angels played a prominent role in the Christmas story. An angel visited Mary and told 
her that God had chosen her to give birth to the Messiah, and in a most miraculous way. An angel 
told a skeptical Joseph that it was all God’s plan. An angel told Zacharias the priest that the long-
awaited Messiah was coming. And an angel appeared to some shepherds and told them that Jesus 
was born. The shepherds actually heard a vast choir of angels singing, “Glory to God in the 
highest!” 
 
 Angels were everywhere in the Christmas story. But as angels swirled above the manger, 
demons lurked in the shadows. Satan and his demons were there too. Long before that night in 
Bethlehem, a cosmic battle has been raging in the heavens, a battle between angels and demons, 
between God’s plan and Satan’s schemes. The battle is futile for Satan to fight, because it is a 
battle controlled by the sovereign hand of God. Yet, he still fights and attacks people we know 
and love; a family member, a neighbor, a co-worker, a friend. And that’s why, this Christmas, 
we’ve been talking about angels and demons. 
 
 So, what can we learn from the angels of Christmas? That an angel’s job is to point to 
Jesus. To announce to the world that Jesus has come. The Son of God, Immanuel, the Savior of 
the world. An angel’s job is to point to Jesus, and that’s our job too. The point of your life is to 

point to Him.1 
 

 

ANGELS IN BETHLEHEM 

 
 The Christmas story is not a “once upon a time” children’s story. It actually happened. 
God sent His Son into the world to save the world. And God chose to announce the Savior’s birth 
to some shepherds. 
 
 What’s odd about that, is that shepherds were the lowest class in society. Generations 
earlier, during the period of the patriarchs, shepherds were highly respected. A man with a large 
flock of sheep was a rich man, much like a cattle baron. David came from a family of shepherds. 
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Part of David’s reputation was how a simple shepherd boy became the king of Israel. In Psalm 
23, David even wrote, “The Lord is my shepherd.” Jesus called Himself “the good shepherd” 
(John 10:11). The Bible calls Him the “Great Shepherd” and the “Chief Shepherd.”2 But at this 
time in history, shepherds were considered crude and dishonest, and religious elites looked down 
on them as second class. But it was to lowly shepherds that God chose to announce the birth of 
His Son! 
 
 The night Jesus was born some shepherds were out under the stars watching over their 
flocks. It was a scene that had been repeated unchanged for thousands of years, until that night. 
Something happened that night that had never happened before. “An angel of the Lord suddenly 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 
will be for all people’ ” (Luke 2:9-10, NAS).  
 
 Imagine that scene. Imagine what it looked like. Did it look like this cartoon? Or, did it 
look more like this? “An angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them; and they were terribly frightened” (Luke 2:9). 
 
 That first Christmas, an angel appeared four times to four different people. To Mary, to 
Joseph, to Zacharias the priest, and to the shepherds. And all four times, they were terrified. Why 
were they terrified? Because they had never seen an angel before. They had never seen a creature 
from heaven. And the angels they saw were not childlike cherubs; they were dazzling, reflecting 
the glory of God. 
 
 Angels are messengers of God, and this angel had a message. “For today in the city of 
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you, you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger” (Luke 2:11-12, NAS).  
 
 Imagine the night Jesus was born. Just like any other birth, Mary strained, Joseph worried, 
and a baby cried. It was so normal. Yet something happened that night that had never happened 
before. The moment Mary gave birth, God entered our world. God became one of us. He stepped 
down from majesty to a manger. And Mary held God in her arms. The Creator of the universe fit 
into the calloused hand of a carpenter. All the creative power of the universe was contained in a 
7-pound baby. The shepherds found God as “a baby … lying in a manger” (Luke 2:11). 
 
 “For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11, NAS). That statement was made to a few shepherds watching over their flocks, 
but that statement is for us too. We are a part of the Christmas story. It’s personal. 
 

God loved us so much that He came after us, He became one of us, He gave His life for 

us, so that He might save us. 
 

He came with grace. Grace means we are forgiven. “As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12, NAS). Grace turns back the clock, 
as if we’d never done anything wrong. No matter what we’ve done, no matter how bad we think it 
was, God is willing to forgive us of everything we’ve ever done wrong. Jesus paid the price for 
our sin on the cross, and all we have to do is confess it and accept His forgiveness. 
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Grace means we are His children. “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God! And that is who we are!” (1 John 3:1, NIV). Never doubt 
your worth. Never doubt if God accepts you. The moment you put your faith in Jesus you become 
a child of God and nothing can ever change that. 
 
 And here’s what happened next. “Suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom God is pleased’ ” (Luke 2:13-14, NAS). Read that again, slowly. “Suddenly there 
appeared,” another heart-stopping shock. “A multitude of the heavenly host,” not just one angel, 
but too many to count! And with sound and volume we can only imagine, angels were “praising 
God.” “Glory to God in the highest!” Imagine the sight, the sound, the brightness, the surprise of 
it all. 
 
 The night Jesus was born some shepherds were out under the stars watching over their 
flocks. It was a scene that had been repeated unchanged for thousands of years, until that night. 
Something happened that night that had never happened before. That night, a window opened to 
heaven and angels appeared, praising God and pointing to Jesus. 
 
 

ANGELS IN REVELATION 

 
 This month, I’ve studied a lot about angels, and been enthralled by the power and glory of 
these stories. And so was the Apostle John. John was allowed to look deeper into that window of 
heaven and see things no one had ever seen before. John recorded what he saw in the book of 
Revelation, and by reading it, we too can look into that window of heaven. 
 

I looked, and before me was a door standing open in heaven. And a voice spoke to me like 
the blast of a trumpet, “Come here, and I will show you (things you’ve never seen before).” 
At once I was in the Spirit, and before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on 
it, who had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, 
encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on 
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their 
heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder … Also 
before the throne, there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, 
around the throne, were four living creatures (angels), and they were covered with eyes, in 
front and in back. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the 
third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living 
creatures (angels) had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his 
wings. Day and night they never stop saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come.” And all the angels and every being in heaven fell down 
and worshiped God. (Revelation 4:1-8, paraphrased). 

 
Then I heard the voice of many angels around the throne … and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, all saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.” And I heard every being in heaven say, “To Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.” 
(Revelation 5:11-13, NAS). 
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And all the angels surrounding the throne and every being in heaven fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God.” (Revelation 7:11, paraphrased).  

 
Then I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.” … Again they shouted: 
“Hallelujah!” … and all the creatures of heaven fell down and worshiped God, who was 
seated on the throne. And they cried out, “Amen, Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the 
throne, summoning all the creatures of heaven, “Praise our God, all His servants, all who 
fear him, both small and great.” Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the 
roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting, “Hallelujah! For our Lord 
God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!” (Revelation 19:1-7, 
paraphrased). 

 
 John was so amazed that he fell down and worshiped the angel. But the angel said, “Don’t 
do that. Get up. Worship God.”3 Because an angel’s job is to point to Jesus. 
 

Then John saw Jesus. 
 
 “I saw heaven opened and before me was a white horse” (Revelation 19:11). When Roman 
generals returned from battle in victory, they rode a white horse leading their armies in a parade 
before Caesar. One day, Jesus will return riding a white horse of victory. 
 
 Revelation 19 says He is called “Faithful and True … He has a name written on Him that 
no one knows but He himself … His name is the Word of God.” He is truth and every word He 
speaks is true. 
 
 “With righteousness He judges and makes war. And His eyes are like blazing fire” 
(Revelation 19:11-12). He is coming with fury and justice, to judge all wickedness and rebellion, 
and to right every wrong. Jesus will judge every sin, every abuse, and every crime. 
 
 Following Him will be “the armies of heaven … riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean. Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations, and ‘He will rule with an iron rod’ ” (Revelation 19:14-15). Jesus with blazing eyes and a 
sword coming out of his mouth?! This is not a children’s bedtime story; this is epic. 
 
 And He will be “dressed in a robe dipped in blood” (Revelation 19:13). This is either a 
reference to His crucifixion, the shedding of His blood to pay the penalty for our sin, or a reference 
to a prophecy of Isaiah, about the blood of His enemies splattering on His garments. Either way, 
the idea is victory. 
 
 “And on His head are many crowns” (Revelation 19:12). And “on His robe and on His 
thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:16). 
Jesus is superior, supreme, and sovereign. He is the greatest king. He is the highest king. He is the 
most powerful king. He is the most righteous king. He is the most loving king. He is the King of 
Kings. 
 
 And the last chapter of the book of Revelation ends with this. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel 
to give you this message” (Revelation 22:16, NLT). An angel’s job is to point to Jesus. 
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 What are we to learn from angels? What do we see the angels at Bethlehem doing? 

Pointing to Jesus. What do we see the angels in Revelation doing? Worshiping Jesus. Pointing 

to Jesus and worshiping Jesus. That’s what Christmas is supposed to be. That’s what the Christian 
life is supposed to be. 
 
 

 CONCLUSION 

 
Angels were everywhere in the Christmas story. But as angels swirled above the manger, 

demons lurked in the shadows. Satan and his demons were there too. There is a cosmic battle 
raging between angels and demons, between God’s plan and Satan’s schemes. The battle is futile 
for Satan to fight, because it is a battle controlled by the sovereign hand of God. Yet, he still fights 
and attacks people we know and love; a family member, a neighbor, a co-worker, a friend. Our 
most urgent prayer should be for the people we know and love to hear and understand and receive 
the message of Christmas. “For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.” God loved us so much that He came after us, He became one of us, He 

gave His life for us, so that He might save us. 
 
 That’s the message of Christmas! That’s the big announcement. That’s why the angels 
appeared to the shepherds. 
 
 And again, what can we learn from angels? What do we see the angels at Bethlehem 

doing? Pointing to Jesus. What do we see the angels in Revelation doing? Worshiping Jesus. 

Pointing to Jesus and worshiping Jesus. That’s what Christmas is supposed to be. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

1 Francis Chan, Crazy Love (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2008), page 44. 
2 See Hebrews 13:20 and 1 Peter 5:4. 
3 See Revelation 19:10, 22:8-9. 

                                                 


