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CHRISTMAS – ANGELS & DEMONS 

Christmas in the Garden of Eden  

Genesis 1-3 

 
 
 The Christmas story is very familiar to us. We are very familiar with the manger scene and 
know the characters of Christmas so well. Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wise men, and 
of course, the baby Jesus. 
 
 And it can all fit inside this $2 snow globe. Inside is Mary and Joseph, Jesus in a manger, 
and snow! We can reduce Christmas to something we can hold in the palm of our hand. And that’s 
okay. Because the story is simple. A baby, God’s Son, came to show us how much God loves us. 
A snow globe is a simple way to teach children about the birth of Jesus. So, in a way, it’s good 
that we can hold the Christmas story in the palm of our hand. 
 
 But … Christmas is also mysterious and supernatural. It is simple enough for a child to 
understand, an earthly story that we can see and touch. But it is also a heavenly story that is beyond 
us, beyond our sight and beyond our comprehension. 
 
 We tend to look at Christmas at the ground level. But what if we could zoom out like 
Google Earth? What if we could zoom out and take an angel’s view of Christmas? 
 
 Angels played a prominent role in the Christmas story. An angel visited Mary and told her 
that God had chosen her to give birth to the Messiah, and in a most miraculous way. An angel told 
a skeptical Joseph that it was all God’s plan. An angel told Zacharias the priest that the long-
awaited Messiah was coming. And an angel appeared to some shepherds and told them that Jesus 
was born. The shepherds actually heard a vast choir of angels singing, “Glory to God in the 
highest!” 
 
 Angels were everywhere in the Christmas story. But as angels swirled above the manger, 
demons lurked in the shadows. Satan and his demons were there too. Long before that night in 
Bethlehem, a cosmic battle has been raging in the heavens, a battle that continues today. 
 
 That’s why this Christmas, we are going to talk about angels and demons. Nothing seems 
more archaic and superstitious than talk of angels and demons. We live in a sophisticated and 
advanced day; it seems foolish to believe in angels and demons. Are we fools to believe it? 
 
 No, because Jesus talked about angels and demons, and He talked about the devil as a real 
person.1 To reject the reality of angels and demons and the devil is to reject the words of Jesus, 
and to reject the truth of the Bible. I choose to believe the one who predicted His own death and 
then rose from the dead. For me, the resurrection proves that Jesus is the Son of God and that 
everything He said is true. He gives credence to the Bible. So I trust what it says. 
 
 And the Bible warns us of an invisible war in the heavenly places over the souls of human 
beings. The Bible says, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, NAS). We have an enemy. An enemy that is trying to 
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deceive us, distract us, discourage us, divide us, and defeat us. We have enemy that is trying to 
dilute our love for God, ruin our world, and prevent others from seeing and understanding the 
Gospel. 
 
 Christmas is a beautiful story. But overhead a battle is raging between angels and demons. 
A battle is also raging for the heart of people we know and love; a family member, a neighbor, a 
co-worker, a friend. Christmas is a beautiful story, a simple story. But it’s not just the sweet story 
of the birth of a baby. The Christmas story did not begin in Bethlehem, it began in the Garden of 
Eden. Christmas is the story of a divine rescue. From the moment things went wrong in the 

Garden of Eden, God has been coming after us. 
 
 

 THE GLORY OF PARADISE CREATED 

 
Genesis 1-2 is the story of the glory of paradise created. “In the beginning, God created 

the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of 
the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let 
there be light’; and there was light” (Genesis 1:1-3). 

 
God spoke and the universe was born. Over the course of six days, He created the sun, the 

moon, and the stars. He filled the earth with plants and trees and food. He filled the land, the ocean, 
and the sky with all kinds of creatures. And the Lord declared it was good. 
 

But His crowning achievement was man. And then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over” all the other created things (Genesis 
1:26). “Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). And God declared, “It was very 
good” (Genesis 1:31). 
 

Genesis 2 tells us that the Lord placed the man and the woman in a garden called Eden. 
Moses wrote the book of Genesis and went to great length to show that Eden was a real place. In 
Genesis 2:10, Moses mentioned four rivers: Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, and Euphrates. Eden was 
located in modern-day Iraq. Ancient Babylon, or modern-day Bagdad, is the closest city to where 
the Garden of Eden would have been located. Eden means “delight.”2 The Bible calls it a garden. 
The Greek version of the Old Testament calls it Paradise. It was perfect. It was an unspoiled 
environment created by God for Adam and Eve to enjoy. 
 

Adam and Eve were created to enjoy God and created in the “image of God,” so are we.3 
We are His masterpiece. We are not the result of chance or evolution. We did not just biologically 
evolve into the sophisticated beings that we are. We are created in the image of God, and because 
we are … 
 

• we possess value and significance, and live with purpose and meaning 

• we possess intellect, and the ability to formulate ideas and concepts, to create and to 
build 

• we possess passion, and the capacity to dream and to pursue 

• we possess personality, and the capacity to communicate and to experience relationship 
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• we possess feeling and emotion, with the capacity to show love and receive love 

• we possess morality, the capacity to know right from wrong and the freedom to choose 
between the two 

 
We are created in the image of God, created to enjoy His creation, and created to experience 

a perfect relationship with God. But something went wrong in paradise. 
 
 

 THE TRAGEDY OF PARADISE LOST 

 
Genesis is also the story of the tragedy of paradise lost, to use Milton’s phrase. 4 

Theologians call it “the fall,” because of the great height and privilege from which humanity fell. 
 

The Lord gave Adam and Eve freedom with only one prohibition. “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
when you eat of it you will surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17, NIV). 

 
Adam and Eve were not puppets on a string. They had freedom to choose. They chose to 

disobey and the consequences were devastating. Genesis 3 tells the story.  
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 
not touch it, or you will die.’” 

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. (Genesis 3:1-6, NIV).  

 
 We have to admit this story is bizarre. First of all, there was a talking snake! Let’s just 
admit that it’s been a while since any of us have seen a talking snake. Second, it was a crime to eat 
a piece of fruit! This is a wild story. Are we foolish to believe it? No, because Jesus corroborates 
the story. And since Jesus is the only person in history to predict His own death and then rise from 
the dead, proving to be the Son of God and proving that everything He said is true, I choose to 
believe Him. I choose to believe this story. And I choose to believe Jesus when He talked about 
angels and demons and the devil. 
 

There are three angels named in the Bible – Michael, Gabriel, and Lucifer. Lucifer means 
light and refers to the morning star.5 Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in heaven and existed 
in the constant presence of God’s glory. 
 

Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 describe the downfall of Lucifer.6 
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“You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in 
Eden, the garden of God … You were anointed as a guardian cherub … You were on the 
holy mount of God … You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till 
wickedness was found in you … You were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove 
you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you … Your heart became proud 
on account of your beauty …” (Ezekiel 28:12-19, NIV). 

“How you have fallen from heaven, (Lucifer) O morning star, son of the dawn! You have 
been cast down to the earth … (because) you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven. I 
will raise my throne above the stars of God. I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds. I 
will make myself like the Most High.’ But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths 
of the pit” (Isaiah 14:12-15, NIV). 

 
 Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in heaven, but exalted himself above God, so God 
threw him out of heaven. Jesus was an eyewitness and told His disciples, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18, NIV). And with jealousy and vengeance, Satan has been 
trying to steal God’s glory, thwart God’s plans, and destroy God’s people ever since. 
 

He is called Satan 52 times, Satan meaning adversary.7 He is called the devil 35 times, 
meaning accuser.8 He is called “Beelzebub,” which means “lord of the flies,” as in flies swarming 
a garbage heap. 9  He is called “Belial,” meaning ruin. 10  And he is called “Abaddon” and 
“Apollyon,” both names mean destruction.11 Jesus called Satan a “murderer” and the “father of 
lies.”12  The New Testament calls him the “prince of the power of the air,” 13  the “ruler of 
demons,”14 and the “god of this world.”15 He is described as a “roaring lion”16 and as the “great 
red dragon.”17 
 

And Satan’s history is long. He tempted Eve to doubt God and to disobey God. He stirred 
up all the evil in the world prior to Noah, provoking God to destroy the world with a great flood. 
He was present in every enemy Israel faced. He was behind Herod’s order to kill all the boy babies 
in Bethlehem. He tempted Jesus for 40 days in the wilderness. He caused Peter to deny knowing 
Jesus. And the Bible says, “Satan entered Judas,” causing him to betray Jesus (Luke 22:3). And he 
was at the cross, thinking he had killed the Son of God, but the resurrection proved him wrong. 
Yet he continues to battle today, in spiritual warfare, to distract us, discourage us, deceive us, 
divide us, and defeat us. 

 
His activity began in the Garden of Eden. From that moment on, a cosmic battle has been 

raging. There is an invisible war raging in the heavenly places over the hearts of people we know 
and love. That’s why we need Christmas. 

 
“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they 

sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves” (Genesis 3:7, NIV). Then they heard 
the sound of God’s voice, a voice that had previously been a delight to them. But now they were 
afraid of that voice and they hid. And God said, “What is this that you have done?” (Genesis 3:13). 
 

At that moment, God was angry, because they disobeyed His command. He was 
disappointed, because they doubted His word. And He was hurt, because like a father, He grieved 
over His children. 
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Adam and Eve sinned, and so have we. The Genesis story is our story too. Paul explained 
in Romans 5, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam’s sin brought death, 
so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned” (Romans 5:12, NLT). “For all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). All of us have sinned and all of us are guilty. 
 

“The most terrible result of sin,” writes John Stott, “is that it cuts us off from God.”18 Isaiah 
said to Israel, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God” (Isaiah 59:2). Jeremiah said the 
same thing. “Don’t you realize what you have lost by sinning against God?” (Jeremiah 5:25). 
Adam and Eve lost Paradise, and they lost God. 
 

Again, the Genesis story is our story too. We are all in the same category as Adam and 
Eve. All of us have sinned and all of us are guilty. But thank God, that’s not the end of the story. 
 
 

 THE HOPE OF PARADISE RESTORED 

 
Genesis is the story of the glory of paradise created, the tragedy of paradise lost, and it is 

also the story of the hope of paradise restored. When God pronounced judgment on Adam and 
Eve and expelled them from the garden, He also did something else. He gave them hope. The hint 
of that hope is found in Genesis 3:15.19 
 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15, NAS). This 
is the first hint of the Gospel. 
 

The Lord cursed the serpent to crawl on the ground. He cursed the woman by intensifying 
pain in childbirth. He cursed the man by making his work tiresome. And He cursed all of humanity 
with physical death. “For you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Life became 
terminal. 
 

But with the curse came the cure. In spite of all that man lost, “There is one thing which 
man did not lose,” Francis Schaeffer writes. “Man still stands in the image of God – twisted, 
broken, abnormal, but still the image-bearer of God. Man did not stop being human.”20 And 
because we are human, created in the image of God, that makes us worth redeeming. That makes 
us worth coming after. That means Christmas is the story of a divine rescue. From the moment 
things went wrong in the Garden of Eden, God has been coming after us, to rescue us from sin and 
death and the devil. 

 
How? Through the seed of the woman. Who is this seed? Genesis does not tell us, but the 

genealogies of Matthew 1 and Luke 3 do.21 The seed of the woman promised in Genesis 3 is the 
child born in Bethlehem. The New Testament genealogies identify Jesus as the Messiah. One 
Messianic scholar explains, “As the Son of David, Jesus is king. As the Son of Abraham, Jesus is 
a Jew. As the Son of Adam, Jesus is a man. As the Son of God, Jesus is God. This is the portrait 
of the Messiah.”22 
 

And it can all be traced back to Genesis 3:15, where we find the first hint of the Gospel. 
The Christmas story did not begin in Bethlehem, it began in the Garden of Eden. It was in the 
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Garden of Eden we hear the first hope of someone who might restore things to the way they were, 
of someone who might give us back what was lost. 
 

“He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15). 
The serpent, the devil Satan, would be allowed to bruise the seed of the woman. Satan would use 
the cross to injure Jesus.23 But Jesus used the resurrection to crush the head of Satan with a fatal 
blow.24 Jesus wins. And if we are on His side, we win too. 
 
 

 CONCLUSION 

 
 Zoom out from the beautiful Christmas story we know so well. And overhead, a battle is 
raging between angels and demons. Satan, the serpent, works tirelessly to steal God’s glory, to 
thwart God’s plan, and to destroy God’s people. He works tirelessly to prevent people from 
understanding the Gospel. A battle is raging for the heart of people we know and love; a family 
member, a neighbor, a co-worker, a friend. And our most urgent prayer should be that they would 
see and believe. 
 
 Jesus wins. And if we are on His side, we win too. And one day, Satan will meet his doom. 
The Apostle John was allowed to see the future unfold, and in Revelation 12 John describes what 
he saw concerning Satan’s doom.  
 

“There was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon … And the 
great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 
down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the 
power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day 
and night. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 12:7-
11, NAS). 

 
 Whenever you think of the devil, or fear his power, remember this. Jesus wins. And if we 
are on His side, we win too. And remember this truth. “You are from God and have overcome, for 
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4, ESV). 
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NOTES 

1 For example, see these verses where Jesus talked about angels; Matthew 22:30, Luke 15:10, Luke 20:36. 
2 Derek Kidner, Genesis, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1967), page 
62. 
3 TWOT, 1923a, elem, “image.” 
4 It is the story of “man’s wonder and yet his flaw.” Kidner, page 9. 
5 Lucifer means “star of the morning” (Isaiah 14:12). 
6 “The best explanation is that Ezekiel was describing Satan who was the true ‘king’ of Tyre, the one motivating that 
human ‘ruler’ of Tyre. In other words, this is another ‘both-and’ text with overlapping truth about humanity and 
angels.” [Lanier Burns, Angelology notes, Lecture #12, The Activity of Satan] 
7 Satan means adversary. 
8 Devil means accuser. 
9 Matthew 12:24, which means “lord of the dung” or “lord of the flies.” 
10 2 Corinthians 6:15, which means worthless or ruin. 
11 Revelation 9:11, both names refer to destruction. 
12 John 8:44. 
13 Ephesians 2:2. 
14 Luke 11:15. 
15 2 Corinthians 4:4, John 16:11. 
16 1 Peter 5:8. 
17 Revelation 12:3. 
18 John R. W. Stott, Basic Christianity (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1958, 1994), 
page 71. 
19 This is called the protevangelium, the first Gospel.. 
20 Francis A. Schaeffer, Genesis in Space and Time (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1972), page 100. 
21 Okay, but what can we learn from genealogies, from a list of dead people? 

• The genealogy of Jesus recorded in Luke 3 goes all the way back to Adam, showing that Adam was a real man 
and not a mythical character, and showing that Jesus was a real man as well as the Son of God. 

• The genealogy of Jesus shows that He was a descendant of Abraham and of David, fulfilling two criteria for 
being the Messiah.  

• The genealogy of Jesus includes the names of four women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. Three of these 
women had scandalous backgrounds marked by incest, prostitution, and adultery. These are the grandmothers 
of Jesus. And all four were foreigners, non-Jews. Their blood flows through the genealogy of Jesus. One scholar 
remarked that “Jesus not only shed His blood for the world, He got that blood from the world.” He is the 
Messiah of all nations. 

• The genealogies also remind us that with the birth of each generation came the re-birth of hope. Every 
generation wondered, “Perhaps in my lifetime Messiah will come.” As you scan that list of names, understand 
that hope was passed down from one generation to the next. Each generation knew they were one step closer 
to the moment when Messiah would come. 

22  Paraphrased quote of Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, “The Genealogy of Jesus,” Jews for Jesus publications, 
www.jfjonline.org/pub/issues. 
23 Isaiah even said, “It pleased the Lord to bruise Him” (Isaiah 53:10, NKJV). 
24 The Bible states that Jesus “shared in (our) humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power 
of death – that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14, NIV). 

                                                 


