
Death like Taxes 

Ecclesiastes 9 
 

But in the world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes. 
 

Benjamin Franklin, 1789 
 
Solomon returns to one of the primary issues he addresses in the book, death.  Like Ben 
Franklin, Solomon clearly states that death is certain.   

What else has he said about death so far?   

 3:2   A time to be born, and a time to die; 

 4:1-3  It's better to be dead than to be oppressed. 

 7:1  The day of death is better than the day of one's birth. 

 8:8   There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the  

               spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death. 
 

Note what the following texts say about death.  Students read text out loud. 

Job 10:20-22 Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a 
little, Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of 
death; A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, 
and where the light is as darkness.  

Psalm 6:5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee 
thanks?  

Isaiah 38:10-12   I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am 
deprived of the residue of my years.  I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land 
of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world.  Mine age is 
departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he 
will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.   

Remember that the OT believer's understanding of death and life after death was significantly 
less informed than ours is.  Death was seen as a gloomy, dark experience.  

 Israel's blessings were usually connected with the land rather than heaven.  Those in the grave 
(“Sheol”) can no longer enjoy or participate in such blessings.  NT believers have far more 
information about death and what happens after death, so we don’t approach it with as much 
apprehension.  See 1 Thes 4:13-18. 

 

 

 



 

God Rules Over Death (9:1) 

Solomon paused to consider all the things that he'd seen, and concluded, “the righteous, and 
the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God.”  He had previously admitted that even a 
wise person can’t understand everything (8:17), so the best thing to do is to trust that one is in 
God’s hand, and that God knows what He’s doing. 

How can this attitude help us when we face puzzling or depressing circumstances in life? We 
know that we’re in God’s hand—He’s sovereign. 

Death Overtakes All (9:2-6) 

Solomon uses various words to describe the good and the bad.  Note them in the table below. 

The Good The Bad 

Righteous wicked 

Good, clean unclean 

He who sacrifices He who does not sacrifice 

Good Sinner 

Those who don’t swear (fears an 
oath) 

Those who do swear 

 

Solomon asserts that the same destiny awaits them all.  What is that destiny?  Death 

Is he saying that all experience the same exact fate after death?  No, he’s saying that all will 
experience the same kind of death. 

As we’ve seen before, several passages in Ecclesiastes seem to contradict other passages of 
Scripture.  But, as we’ve also seen, such contradictions are apparent but not real.  Read verses 
5-6.   What do they seem to be saying?  That all knowledge ceases at death. 

What is the key to understanding these verses?  The phrase “under the sun.”  It refers to life on 
earth.  Thus, once one is dead, he has no more interaction with life on earth.  Solomon is not 
suggesting that there is no life at all after death, only that the dead have nothing more to do 
with life on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attitude in Light of One’s Imminent Death (9:7-10) 

Solomon gives us some advice based on the fact that everyone is subject to death. 

1. Enjoy your life. 

 Eat, drink and be merry. 

 Wear your good clothes (don’t dress like you’re going to a funeral). 

 Enjoy your family life. 

2. Recognize your lot in life.  Food, drink, clothing, and family union form a God-given basis for 
the good life.  It’s true that we will eventually die, but until then, God wants us to partake in 
these good things. 

3. Work hard.  Solomon advises us that, whatever our occupation, we should do it “will all thy 
might.”   

What is the point of verse 10? There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest.  I.e., all these things are earth and life bound.  We have only one life 
in which to serve God. 

The unorthodox notion of “soul sleep” is largely based on this passage.   

Soul sleep asserts that after one dies, he goes into a state of suspended animation, and knows 
nothing until Judgment Day.  

How do we know that Solomon is not teaching the doctrine of soul sleep here?  12:7  Then 
shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.  

Death Comes Unexpectedly (9:11-12) 

1 Corinthians 9:11 11, Solomon asserts that death comes upon the swift, the strong,  

   the wise and the rich, just like it comes upon everyone else.   

Read verse 12.   What does he compare the death of man with?  A fish caught in a  

   net or a bird in a snare. 

In light of the fact that death may come unexpectedly, what ought we to do? 

2 Corinthians 6:2   Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of  

   salvation. 

James 4:14    Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is  

   your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, an 

   d then vanisheth away. 

Luke 19:11-27  . . . Occupy till I come. . . . 

 



Exceptional Notions from Ecclesiastes 9 

1. God rules over death.  No matter what happens, we are in His hands. 

2. Death overtakes all, the good as well as the bad.  Make use of your opportunities to serve 
God now. 

3. Because death is imminent, one should enjoy the good things of earthly life God has 
provided. 

4. Because death comes unexpectedly, we should be prepared for it at any time.  

 

For Further Discussion: 

1. Name some things one should do to prepare for death.  Be saved, make out a will, prioritize 
so you do the important things, tell others about Christ 

2. We said that the OT saint had little information about the quality of life after death.  What 
reduces the anxieties associated with death for the NT saint?  The fact that we’re going to 
heaven; that we know some things about heaven—how wonderful it will be; that God will be 
with us thru the death experience. 


