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ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS … PEACE 

Isaiah 9:2-6 

 

 

I believe one reason we look forward to Christmas is because all of us are longing for 

something. We’re longing for a feeling; a feeling we experienced when we were young or a feeling 

we never experienced. I believe all of us long for something deeper, and something that doesn’t 

come in a box. 

 

All of us want to be loved, and we want to be close to those we love. We long for joy. We 

want to be happy, because maybe last year was not so happy. We long for peace, just some relief 

from the stress and from the problems. And with New Year’s tied to Christmas, we long for hope. 

Hope that next year will be better than last year. 

 

Think about that list. Love, joy, peace, hope. We’ll never find those things in a box. But 

we know where to find them. That’s why we go back to the Christmas story, because it tells us 

that we are loved. It tells us that there is joy and peace and hope. And we believe that Jesus can 

satisfy our deepest longings. While we usually talk about Christmas as a time of giving, this series 

is about receiving. My prayer this Christmas is that each of us would fully receive the love, joy, 

peace, and hope that comes through Jesus Christ. 

 

 This morning, I want to talk about peace, and state the obvious. All of us have problems 

that rob us of peace. 

 

 Stress robs us of peace. We live in a constant state of busyness, and stress is a way of life. 

We have too much to do and too little time to do. It may be deadlines at work, demands of family, 

or a tough class at school. Stress robs us of peace. 

 

 Worry robs us of peace.1 Where sadness is about the past, worry is about the future. We 

worry about what might happen. We worry about things that are out of our control. 

 

 Anger robs us of peace. Unfortunately, conflict is a reality of life. Perhaps you’re carrying 

bitterness or resentment toward someone. And every time you think of that person or see that 

person, you bristle and all that emotion stirs up inside. 

 

 Grief robs us of peace. Perhaps a loved one passed away this year, and you had to 

experience that first birthday or anniversary without them, and now the first Christmas without 

them. 

 

 So, where can we go to relieve the stress, calm the anxiety, release the anger, and comfort 

the grief? Where can we go to find peace? To the one who is peace. 

 

 Long before the night when Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph, prophets foretold the 

coming of the Messiah and the promise of peace. Isaiah 9 records that promise. “The people who 

walk in darkness will see a great light. Those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them. 

You shall multiply the nation. You shall increase their gladness, and they will be glad in Your 

presence … For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us, and the government will rest 
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on His shoulders. And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:2-3, 6, NAS).  

 

Isaiah 9 is a grand prophecy declaring that the Messiah will reign forever. It is also a 

comforting promise that the Messiah will satisfy our deepest needs. Jesus is that Messiah. Jesus is 

the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9 

declares that Jesus reigns and Jesus satisfies, and because He does, He makes it possible for us 

to experience peace with God and peace within. 
 

 

JESUS REIGNS & JESUS SATISFIES 

 

The historical background of Isaiah 9 is critical to understanding God’s promise of the 

Messiah. In the 8th century BC, God’s people were torn apart by political and religious corruption. 

The northern kingdom was Israel and the southern kingdom was Judah.2 And the Lord was grieved. 

“The people have appointed kings and princes, but not with my consent. By making idols for 

themselves from their silver and gold, they have brought about their own destruction … My fury 

burns against you” (Hosea 8:4-6, NLT).3 “Therefore the land mourns, and everyone who lives in 

it languishes” (Hosea 4:3). 

 

Divided, Israel and Judah were weak and vulnerable, and the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser 

III wanted to consume them into his vast kingdom. Israel begged Judah to reunite to withstand the 

Assyrian threat, but Judah refused. Instead, the king of Judah paid homage to the king of Assyria 

and bowed to their pagan gods, and even handed over the temple treasures to Assyria. Judah was 

spared, but became slaves to Assyria. Israel, all alone, was too weak to defend itself and was 

annihilated. The prophet Isaiah called it a “time of darkness and despair” (Isaiah 9:1, NLT). 

 

Even though they had turned from Him, the Lord promised mercy for His people. “The 

people who walk in darkness will see a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). He promised to turn their darkness 

into light, to turn their despair into hope. 

 

How would this happen? Through the coming of the Messiah, through the birth of a child. 

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us, and the government will rest on His 

shoulders. And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince 

of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6, NAS). Matthew 4 records the fulfillment of that prophecy declaring that 

Jesus is that child, that Jesus is the Messiah, and that He will reign forever. Philippians 2 declares 

that “God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that 

at the name of Jesus every knee will bow … and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord” (Philippians 2:9-11, NAS). Jesus reigns! 

 

And Jesus satisfies. Isaiah 9 is a grand prophecy declaring that the Messiah will reign 

forever, and it is a comforting promise that the Messiah will satisfy our deepest needs. 

 

As “Wonderful Counselor,” you can trust Jesus to comfort and guide you when you need 

it most. A counselor does two things: comfort and advise. And the Bible calls Jesus a “Wonderful 

Counselor.” Perhaps life has not been too wonderful lately, and you could really use a “Wonderful 

Counselor.” That’s exactly what Jesus wants to be for you. If you’re confused and don’t which 

way to turn, He wants to be your counselor. If you’re facing a big decision and not sure what to 
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do, He wants to be your wisdom. In Psalm 32:8, the Lord promises, “I will instruct you and teach 

you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.” If you’re confused, 

you can trust Him to guide you where you need to go. If you’re hurting and going through a tough 

time, you can trust Him to be your comfort. Jesus is the “Wonderful Counselor” who comforts and 

guides when we need it most. 

 

Jesus is also the “Mighty God,” and you can rely on Jesus when you are at your weakest. 
Jesus is the “Mighty God” who created the universe. If He can do that, He can give us the strength 

and support we need when we are at our weakest. 

 

Many of us were raised being told to be strong, to have a stiff upper life, to suck it up, to 

be a man. We’re supposed to be able to take care of ourselves. But the truth is, sometimes we can’t. 

Maybe you don’t want to admit that the stress you’re bearing, the baggage you’re carrying, or the 

anxiety you’re feeling is taking a toll on you. It may be something at work or something at home. 

Whatever it is, you may feel like your knees are about to buckle. If that describes you, you need 

Jesus to be your “Mighty God.”4 

 

God invites us to transfer our burdens to Him. First Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you.” To “cast” means to throw. To take the burden off your back and 

throw it onto His. When Paul did this, he said, “I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ can work through me … When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 

12:9-10, NLT). 

 

Jesus is the “Mighty God” who created the universe. If He can do that, He can give us the 

strength and support we need when we are at our weakest. 

 

As “Everlasting Father,” Jesus wants a personal relationship with you that will last 

forever. As much as we know about Jesus, so much more remains a mystery. How can He be both 

the babe and creator? How can He be both human and divine? How can He be the Son of God and 

the “Everlasting Father”? As “Everlasting Father,” Jesus is the one who exists from eternity and 

the one who gives eternity. 

 

Jesus is the one who exists from eternity.5 Jesus declared Himself to be “the Alpha and the 

Omega – the beginning and the end.” He said, “I am the one who is, who always was, and who is 

still to come” (Revelation 1:8, NLT).6 Jesus is eternal just as His Father is eternal. 

 

Jesus is also the one who gives eternity. The Hebrew text allows “Everlasting Father” to 

be translated “Father of eternity.”7 But how can Jesus be both the Son and the Father? Well, I am 

a son and a father. That’s easy to understand. Theologically, the same is true of Jesus. Jesus is 

God’s Son, but He is also the “Father of eternity.” He is the source and the origin of eternal life. 

Jesus said, “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my 

hand” (John 10:28, NIV). 

 

Jesus wants to do more than make your life easy. He wants a personal relationship with 

you that will last forever. 
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As the “Prince of Peace,” Jesus makes it possible for you to experience peace with God 

and peace within. The moment you believe in Jesus, you will experience peace. Isaiah 9 declares 

that Jesus reigns and Jesus satisfies, and because He does, He makes it possible for us to experience 

peace with God and peace within. 
 

 

PEACE WITH GOD & PEACE WITHIN 

 

 Jesus came so that we might experience ultimate peace, peace with God. Romans 5 says, 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 

And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:1-2, NIV). 

 

 Jesus came so that we might experience peace with God. What does that imply? Exactly 

what the Bible says. That we were “enemies of God.” Sin made us enemies with God. But the 

good news is that “while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 

Son” (Romans 5:10, NAS). When Jesus died on the cross, He absorbed our sin and suffered what 

we deserved for everything we’ve ever done wrong. And by dying in our place, by being our 

substitute, we are “justified,” acquitted, declared not guilty, cleansed, forgiven. Through Jesus, we 

are reconciled to God and forgiven of everything we’ve ever done wrong. That’s what it means to 

have “peace with God.” 

 

 We also have “access” to God. One author describes it this way. “Jesus ushers us into the 

very presence of God. He opens the door for us to the presence of the King of Kings; and when 

that door is opened what we find is grace; not condemnation, not judgment, not vengeance, but 

the sheer, undeserved, incredible kindness of God.”8 

 

 Jesus Christ is called the “Prince of Peace,” and the moment we believe in Him, we can 

experience peace with God. 

 
• Peace means never again wondering or worrying about where you stand with God. To 

know Jesus is to have peace with God. 

• Peace means never again feeling isolated or alone. It means having access to God and 

having an intimate, personal, day-by-day, moment-by-moment relationship with Him, 

and being able to call on Him anytime you want. 

• Peace means never being defeated by life’s problems. It means leaning on God to help 

you overcome all the stress and worry and every other problem you may have. 

• Peace means never doubting your worth or your value. It’s knowing that you are 

accepted by God. It’s knowing that you are loved by God. It’s knowing that you are a 

child of God. 

 

 Peace with God also means peace within. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give you … Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid … Everything I have told you 

is so that in Me you may have peace” (John 14:27, 16:33). Did you hear that? Read that again and 

grasp what Jesus is saying. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you … Do not let your hearts 

be troubled and do not be afraid … Everything I have told you is so that in Me you may have 

peace.” 
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 One of the most comforting and reassuring verses in the Bible is found in Philippians 4, 

where Paul explained how the peace of Christ works in our lives. Paul said, “Be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7, NAS).9 

 

“Be anxious for nothing!” But we are anxious. We worry about money. We worry about 

our jobs. We worry about kids. We worry about everything. What if you just lost your job and 

don’t know how you’re going to pay the bills? What if you’re sitting in the hospital receiving 

chemotherapy? That’s real. All of us would be worried. Saying don’t worry sounds not only 

simplistic, but insensitive. 

 

 Unless … there really is something powerful about prayer. Unless, God really does respond 

to our prayers. Philippians 4:6-7 is a huge promise. God promises peace to those who pray. “Be 

anxious for nothing, but in everything pray … and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6). Beyond 

“comprehension,” when being at peace doesn’t make sense to those watching us. Peace that guards 

our hearts, that changes the way we feel about our problems. Peace that guards our minds, that 

changes what we think about our problems. His peace can change how you feel and what you think 

about your problems. 

 

 Philippians 4 promises peace. The Hebrew word for peace is shalom. It’s a rich word 

meaning a sense of well-being because our lives are in the hands of God. And because we believe 

our lives are in God’s hands, we can experience peace.  

 
• Peace is calm. Peace is rest. 

• Peace is a sense of security and safety. 

• Peace is confidence in the sovereignty of God, trusting that He is in control of 

everything that happens in our lives. 

• Peace is trusting in the goodness and love of God. 

• Peace is refusing to despair. Yes, we are shaken at times, but faith refuses to despair or 

be intimidated. 

• Peace is not the absence of worry and problems. 

• Peace is the presence of God in the midst of our worry and problems. 

• Peace is knowing you are a child of God, accepted by God, and loved by God. 

• PEACE MEANS “ALL IS WELL.” 
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NOTES 

1 As Jesus said to Martha, we are “worried and bothered about so many things” (Luke 10:41). 
2 John Bright, A History of Israel (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1981), page 270. 
3 God allowed Israel to suffer the consequences for its corruption. 
4 Isaiah would later write that God “gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak” (Isaiah 40:29). 

And then Isaiah makes two observations. One, “Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall.” 

If you walk in your own strength, even when you are at your best just like a man in youthful prime, you are going to 

get tired and stumble. Two, “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:30-31). If you wait on God’s 

strength, even when you are at your worst, you are going to make it. 
5 See John 1:1-3 and John 8:58. 
6 Jesus also claimed, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father (that 

is, Jesus), He has explained Him” (John 1:18, NAS). The Jews were conspiring to kill Jesus because He was “making 

himself equal with God” (John 5:17-18, NIV). 
7 Of the Messiah Isaiah writes, “He will have your royal robes, your title, and your authority. And he will be a father 

to the people of Jerusalem and Judah” (Isaiah 22:21, NLT). See also Hebrews 2:13. 
8 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1975), page 73. 
9 Another translation reads, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 

and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 

His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7, NLT). 

                                                 


