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ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS … LOVE 

John 3:16 

 

 

When I was a kid, stores published a Christmas catalog called a Wish Book, and every kid 

made a wish list. So did I. And I couldn’t wait for Christmas, hoping for a new bike or a Red Ryder 

BB-gun. I loved Christmas. All kids get excited about Christmas, and “Dear Santa” letters are a 

part of it. This week, I found a few letters that show how honest kids are these days. 

 
• “Dear Santa, I would like these things. 1) World Peace. 2) My whole family together. 

3) Sick people healed. 4) Snow. 5) One million dollars!! Your friend, Travis.” 

• Brian had a complaint for Santa. “Dear Santa, Mommy says that you only bring 

presents for the good little boys. That isn’t fair.” 

• Sometimes, kids feel the pressure to prove to Santa that they are worthy of Christmas 

presents. Like Rayne who wrote, “Dear Santa, I am not eating my boogers anymore so 

now you can bring me some toys.” 

• Craig was upset when he wrote his letter. “Dear Santa, I have been very good this year. 

I am expecting a little sister. I don’t want her. Mommy says she will be fun. I heard 

girls stink. I will trade you my sister for an elf.” 

• Here’s Evan’s letter. “Dear Santa, How are you and reindeer doing? I am doing fine. I 

want a new football game and a football because my little brother always tries to steal 

mine. He may look sweet but he is the devil.” 

• On the other hand, here is a sweet letter from Victoria. “Dear Santa, I would love all 

the presents I asked for but my mom deserves them more. I have been getting presents 

all year from my mom and she works hard to get them for me. My mom doesn’t know 

how much I love her, that’s why I want her to have all my presents.” 

• And here’s a Christmas letter from a foster child who has been in 14 foster homes and 

never adopted. “Things I want in my family. I want food and water. Don’t hit on me. 

A house with running water and lights. I want love. Mom and dad don’t fight. I want 

no drugs. Don’t kill my pets. Help with school. Nice clean clothes. No lice. No bugs 

in the house. Clean bed with covers. Don’t sell my toys. Treated fair. Don’t get drunk. 

School stuff. Nice shoes. My own comb. Soap. Nice house and safe. AC and heater. 

Coat. Toothbrush.” This foster child wants food and water and clean clothes. He just 

wants a home. Did you catch the line, “I want love”? 

 

 Regardless of what childhood was like, I believe one reason everyone looks forward to 

Christmas is because all of us are longing for something. We’re longing for a feeling; a feeling we 

experienced when we were young or a feeling we never experienced. I believe all of us long for 

something deeper, and something that doesn’t come in a box. 

 

All of us want to be loved, and we want to be close to those we love. We long for joy. We 

want to be happy, because maybe last year was not so happy. We long for peace, just some relief 

from the stress and from the problems. And with New Year’s tied to Christmas, we long for hope. 

Hope that next year will be better than last year. 

 



 

2 

 

Think about that list. Love, joy, peace, hope. We’ll never find those things in a box. But 

we know where to find them. That’s why we go back to the Christmas story, because it tells us 

that we are loved. It tells us that there is joy and peace and hope. And we believe that Jesus can 

satisfy our deepest longings. While we usually talk about Christmas as a time of giving, this series 

is about receiving. My prayer this Christmas is that each of us would fully receive the love, joy, 

peace, and hope that comes through Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 1 records part of the Christmas story. 

 
This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to 

Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became 

pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a 

righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the 

engagement quietly. As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the 

child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this occurred to fulfill 

the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ ” When 

Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 

And he kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a son, and he called His name Jesus.” 

(Matthew 1:18-25). 

  

Kids aren’t the only ones who say, “All I want for Christmas.” Adults say it too. So, this 

Christmas, as you say “all I want for Christmas,” remember that nothing in a box will satisfy what 

you’re really longing for. Only Jesus can satisfy our deepest longings. And what we long for 

most is love. To feel loved. To be close to those we love. And to know that God loves us. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS IS THE GIFT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Christmas is the gift of the gospel and the message of Christmas is God’s love. And His 

love can be summed up with one verse. John 3:16. It’s Christianity in one sentence. It was the first 

Bible verse I memorized as a child, maybe you too. John 3:16 explains the simplicity of the gospel 

and the danger of not knowing Christ. These are the words of Jesus. The Son of God said this. It 

is an honor to repeat His words.  

 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, NIV). Christmas is the gift of the gospel 

and the message of Christmas is God’s love. The Christmas story tells us that God loves us. 
 

 “For God so loved the world.” The one and only God, the majestic Creator of the universe, 

the giver of life, the all-powerful, all-present, all-knowing God, the God who is holy, pure, and 

perfect, the eternal one who has no beginning and no end … that God loves the world and that God 

loves you and me. 

 

 “For God so loved the world.” Jesus inserted the word “so” to emphasize the intensity of 

God’s love. The phrase “so loved” means to contend for, to fight for, to pursue. God’s love for the 
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world is not just an affectionate love, it’s a pursuing love. God has “lavished” His love upon us (1 

John 3:1). He has “poured out” His love on us (Romans 5:5). 

 

And here’s proof. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” The 

gospel is not just a set of beliefs. The gospel is a person! The Father gave His Son, and the Son 

gave His life. Sin created a chasm between us and God, and there was no way for us to reach the 

other side. We needed help. We needed a bridge. Jesus is that bridge. The stunning truth of the 

gospel is that “God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us” (Romans 5:8, NET). 

 

 And “whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” What a person 

believes about Jesus will determine their eternal destiny. 

 

Christmas is the gift of the gospel and the message of Christmas is God’s love. The 

Christmas story tells us that God loves us. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS IS THE GIFT OF GOD HIMSELF 
 

This longing for love is why we’re nostalgic at Christmas. We long for a feeling. That’s 

why there are so many Hallmark Christmas movies. This year, Hallmark is airing 37 new 

Christmas movies, plus reruns of the 173 Christmas movies that Hallmark has produced since 

2008. And my wife has had me watch every one of them! And the plot is always the same. A gal 

from the city ends up in a small town. She’s meets a ruggedly handsome hometown guy. It starts 

snowing and they almost kiss. They have a misunderstanding. There’s a Christmas program in the 

town square. And they finally kiss under the mistletoe. 

 

Christmas is the story of love, but not that kind of love. The Christmas story tells us that 

God loves us, because Christmas is the gift of God Himself. Christmas is not just a 2,000-year-

old story. It’s not just a theological story. It’s about a relationship. Christmas is the gift of God 

Himself. 

 

 Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you … Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved 

you. Abide in My love” (John 15:4, 9). When He said that He was telling us that He cherishes us. 

That we are valuable to Him. That He delights in us. That He wants to walk with us. That He is 

inviting us into a personal, intimate, day-by-day, and moment-by-moment relationship with Him. 

In simple words, He … loves … us!  

 

 The Apostle John wrote this great verse about God’s love, “How great is the love the Father 

has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is who we are!” (1 John 

3:1, NIV).  

 

 The Father has “lavished” His love on us. That Greek word has an elaborate meaning. It 

has a royal connotation, an honored blessing from a king. It has a grand meaning because the gift 

comes from God. The gift of God’s son is proof of God’s love. And, we are now “children of 

God.” Each of us can say, “Through the Child of God I am a child of God.” 

 



 

4 

 

The Apostle John also said, “We have come to know and to believe the love that God has 

for us. God is love … and God abides in us” (1 John 4:16, ESV). Grasp the fact that “God abides 

in us.” Hear it and feel it. Absorb it. Be transformed by it. Be lifted up by it. Be healed by it. Be 

defined by it. God … loves … you! 

 

The other night, Kathy and I were on FaceTime with our son Andy and his family in 

Georgia. Andy was on the floor of their living room with his three kids, our adorable grandchildren, 

and they were crawling all over him. Laughing and giggling. At that moment, daddy was their 

favorite toy. What was happening on the floor of their living room? Love!! Those kids can’t 

articulate it yet, but their laughing and giggling was proof, not just that they were having fun, but 

that they felt loved. 

 

I think that safety and security is what many of us are longing for. To feel loved, to be close 

to those we love, and to know that we are loved by God. 

 

 But some of us have a hard time feeling it. And there are a lot of reasons why. Your 

parents divorced and scarred your trust in love. Your father was distant, never told you he was 

proud of you, and you always felt like you had to earn his approval. Or worse, your parents were 

verbally or physically abusive, and it’s hard for you feel love from anyone today. Or you were 

bullied at school. Or you have a low self-esteem. Or you struggle with depression. There are a 

thousand reasons why it’s hard us to feel God’s love. 

 

One reason might be that you have an inaccurate view of God. If you’ve never read God’s 

word, and read it deeply, you probably have an inaccurate view of Him. You’ve got to let the word 

of God define the love of God. You’ve got to let the word of God correct any flawed theology you 

might be carrying around, or you won’t ever feel God’s true love. 

 

Another reason you may find it hard to feel God’s love might be the accumulation of past 

conflict. All the negative experiences and negative voices of the past can create a calloused heart. 

Over time, you’ve built a wall around your heart to emotionally defend yourself. Men are notorious 

for this; that’s why we resist vulnerability and show little emotion. When your heart is hard, it’s 

hard for you to feel God’s love. 

 

Some of you find it hard to feel God’s love because you have a wounded heart. You may 

feel like that wound is God’s fault. You’ve read the Bible and you’ve heard everything it says 

about God’s love. But because of that painful experience in your life, you feel like God let you 

down. I understand that feeling. But our faith tells us to trust WHO when we do not understand 

WHY. David said, “The righteous cry, and the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their 

troubles. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 

34:17-18, NAS). Unless you trust Him with your wounded past, it will always be hard for you to 

feel His love. 

 

 So how can we feel God’s love? 

  

Realize that God loves you the way you love your children. If your father was distant, you 

may think of God as distant. So, if you’re a parent, think about how much you love your own 
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children. You’re crazy about your kids. You never have enough time to play with them and to love 

them. You’d do anything to protect them. That’s how God feels about you. He loves you even 

more than you love your own children. 

 

Remember that God loves us through other people. A smile, a hug, a compliment, are God’s 

way of loving us through other people. A comforting word, a helping hand, a listening ear, are 

God’s way of loving us through other people.  

 

Prayer is another way we can experience God’s love. Prayer is conversational. It’s 

relational. David said prayer is an invitation to “pour out your heart before Him” (Psalm 62:8). 

When we pray, we tell Him about our worries, we tell Him about our needs, and we listen for His 

reply. One version of Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 

everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience 

God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 

minds as you live in Christ Jesus” (NLT).  

 

One of the ways I experience God most is through studying the Bible. God’s word tells us 

about God’s love. When we read it deeply, His love penetrates deeply. 

 

Confession and forgiveness is another way we feel God’s love. When we sin, we feel guilty. 

Confession removes that guilt. Think about it. God knows everything there is to know about you, 

and a lot of it is embarrassing. He knows everything there is to know about you, and He still loves 

you. He is willing to forgive again and again and again. That proves He loves you. 

 

His provision is proof that He loves you. Everything you have is proof of His goodness. 

Too often we think we worked hard and earned our money and paid for everything we have. Yet 

the ability to do that comes from God. The blessings you enjoy are proof that God loves you. 

 

Nature is a way to feel God’s love. God created a world for us to enjoy. The majesty and 

the beauty of the world points to the majesty and beauty of His love. 

 

 For me, when I don’t feel God’s love, I go back to the cross and am quickly reminded of 

how much God loves me. At the cross, His love is undeniable. 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). “How great is the love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is who we are!” (1 John 3:1). 

Through the Child of God I am a child of God. That proves that God … loves … me! 
 

 

PRAYER CARDS 

 

 Kids aren’t the only ones who say “all I want for Christmas.” Adults say it too. So, this 

Christmas, as you say “all I want for Christmas,” remember that nothing in a box will satisfy what 

you’re really longing for. Only Jesus can satisfy your deepest longings.  
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So what do you really want for Christmas? I bet it’s more than a new toy of a new iPhone. 

When you lay awake at night, what are you praying for? “All I want for Christmas is …” I’m not 

talking about asking Santa, I’m talking about asking God. What is your greatest wish? What is 

your greatest need? Your greatest prayer? 

 

At the end of each row are hanging some large envelopes. If the person on the end of the 

row could take the envelope and pass it down the row. Inside is a small envelope with a red ribbon 

on it. Inside is a card. Take out that card. I’m going to give you an opportunity to write it down 

your Christmas wish, your Christmas prayer. When you’re done, slide the card back into your 

envelope. Then as you leave, hang it on the Christmas tree in the foyer. For the Christmas season, 

this is our “wish tree,” our prayer tree. And every time we enter the church, we’ll be reminded that 

if God loved us enough to send His Son, then He loves us and cares about our deepest prayers. 

 


