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RESURRECTION 

If it’s not true … But if it is true … 

1 Corinthians 15:13-20 

 

 

Happy Easter. Today, we gather to celebrate the most significant event of the Christian 

faith – the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For us, this is the most glorious day of our year. 

 

 Sadly this week, one of the world’s most treasured symbols of Christianity was engulfed 

in flames. On Monday and Tuesday, the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris burned for 15 hours. 

The cathedral is over 850 years ago, a symbol of French pride, and a popular tourist site attracting 

over 12 million visitors a year. As the people of Paris watched the blazes, eventually the roof 

collapsed and so did the 93-foot tall spire. 

 

 French President Macron vowed to rebuild the cathedral in five years. Already, $1 billion 

has been pledged from companies, wealthy families, and from average citizens. President Macron 

also mourned the loss of a national treasure, without any reference to the theological significance 

of the building.1 One student was interviewed and did the same thing. He said, “I am not religious 

myself. I’m an atheist. But this is beyond religion. It is a national monument like the Eiffel Tower.” 

 

 So what does the cathedral mean to the French people? France is one of the most secular 

countries in the world, where 40% of the people do not believe in God. And though 56% of the 

population identify as Catholic, only 5% regularly attend mass. The cathedral is treasured and 

cherished, but why? Yes, to some it is a religious institution, the seat of Catholicism. But to most, 

it is a national monument, a symbol of French pride, and a treasure of medieval architecture. This 

is certainly a sad loss for the French people. But it cannot go unnoticed that what was built in 1163 

as the cornerstone of the Christian faith in France is today being mourned merely as the loss of a 

national monument and a treasure of medieval architecture. 

 

This photo, taken inside the cathedral, shows the cross still standing at the altar. It is an 

obvious metaphor. The grand architecture of man may burn and collapse, but the cross of Jesus 

Christ, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, will endure and continue to shine brightly until He returns to 

this earth. Science may refute it. Philosophy may debate it. Culture may dismiss it. And a person 

may ignore it. But the cross of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, will endure and continue 

to shine brightly until He returns to this earth. 

 

This morning, we gather to celebrate the enduring truth of that Gospel. We gather today to 

affirm our faith, to express our worship, and to renew our commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

As Christians, we believe that Jesus physically, actually, miraculously, and supernaturally 

rose from dead proving to be the Son of God and proving that everything He said is true.2 And 

furthermore, we believe in the resurrection promise, that as the Bible says, “God has not only 

raised up Jesus, He will also raise us up from the dead by His power” (1 Corinthians 6:14). We not 

only believe in His resurrection, we believe in our resurrection. That one day, we will see Jesus 

face to face and live with Him forever in heaven, in a place He called Paradise. That’s what we 

believe, and that is our hope. 

 



 

2 

 And without the resurrection, without the miracle, there is no Gospel. The Apostle Paul 

wrote most of the New Testament and he admitted that. “If there is no resurrection of the dead,” if 

resurrection is impossible, “not even Christ has been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, then 

our preaching is vain, and so is our faith” (1 Corinthians 15:13-14). 

 

 If it’s not true, if the resurrection never happened, it would be foolish to believe it. But 

if it is true, if it did happen, it would be foolish not to believe it. Because the resurrection proves 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that everything He said is true, and that means He is 

the only hope of seeing God and living in peace with Him forever. 
 

 

THE GOSPEL CLAIMS 
 

 First Corinthians 15 is the grandest explanation of the resurrection in the Bible. Paul made 

clear that the Gospel rests on the resurrection. In this chapter, he held up “the gospel” and here it 

is.3 

 

 “That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 

He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared” (1 Corinthians 

15:3-5, NAS). 

 

 “Christ died for our sins.” As horrible as the crucifixion must have been, at the same time, 

it is a beautiful picture of God’s love. Sin separates us from God, and God could not stand that. So 

He did the unthinkable. He sent His own Son into the world to rescue us, knowing what it would 

require. Jesus did not merely carry our sin and nail it to the cross. He became our sin and nailed 

Himself to the cross. Jesus absorbed our sin and suffered for everything we’ve ever done wrong. 

He became our substitute and died in our place. The Bible says that Jesus “gave Himself for our 

sins so that He might rescue us” (Galatians 1:4). And it was all an act of love. The Bible says, 

“God demonstrates His love for us … while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 

5:8). 

 

 “Christ died for our sins” and “He was raised on the third day.” Jesus physically, actually, 

miraculously, and supernaturally rose from dead proving to be the Son of God and proving that 

everything He said is true. And what did He say? He said, “I am the way, the truth, and life, no 

one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). He said, “I am the resurrection and the life, 

the one who believes in Me shall live even if he dies” (John 11:25). We not only believe in His 

resurrection, we believe in our resurrection. That one day, we will see Jesus face to face and live 

with Him forever in heaven, in a place He called Paradise. That’s the Gospel. 
 

 

IF IT’S NOT TRUE … 
 

 But wait a minute. Dead people don’t come back to life. That’s impossible. It would take 

a miracle for someone to come back to life from the dead. Yes, it would. And that’s exactly what 

Christianity is founded on, the miracle of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And apart from a miracle, 

there is no resurrection and there is no Gospel. 
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Paul admitted that. “If there is no resurrection of the dead” – if resurrection is impossible, 

if miracles are impossible – “not even Christ has been raised” (1 Corinthians 15:13). If there is no 

resurrection, then Jesus is dead and He is no one’s Savior. Without the resurrection, Jesus was 

just an inspirational figure who taught people to love, who taught the Golden Rule, “treat people 

the way you want to be treated,” and that’s all. If there is no resurrection, then Jesus is dead and 

He is no one’s Savior. 

 

If there is no resurrection, there is nothing to preach and nothing to believe. Paul did not 

hesitate to admit that. “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, and so is our faith” 

(1 Corinthians 15:14). Vain, hollow, empty. Without substance. Foolish. Without the resurrection, 

there is no good news, there is no Gospel. Without the resurrection, there’s nothing to say and 

nothing to believe. 

 

But it gets worse. If there is no resurrection, there is no reconciliation with God and no 

relationship with God. “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). Without the resurrection, we are still in our sins, separated from God. 

If there was no resurrection, there is still something wrong between us and God. Without the 

resurrection, there is no forgiveness of sin, no victory over death, no reconciliation with God, and 

no relationship with God. 

 

 And without resurrection, Paul said, “Those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished” (1 Corinthians 15:18). The biblical phrase “fallen asleep” is a reference to death. Paul 

was saying that if there is no resurrection, when you’re dead, you’re dead. If there is no 

resurrection, we will never see our loved ones again, and there is no such thing as heaven and 

no reason for hope. Go back to the cemetery where one of your loved ones is buried. Go back to 

the grave of a parent, a grandparent, a spouse, or even a child. Remember the pastor comforting 

you by saying you will see them again. If there is no resurrection, you won’t. 

 

If there is no resurrection … 

 
• then Jesus is dead and He is no one’s Savior 

• there’s nothing to say and nothing to believe 

• there is no forgiveness of sin, no victory over death, no reconciliation with God, and 

no relationship with God 

• we will never see our loved ones again, and there is no such thing as heaven and no 

reason for hope 

 

Paul had the intellectual integrity to admit that without the resurrection, the Gospel 

crumbles. 
 

 

BUT IF IT IS TRUE … 

 

If it’s not true, if resurrection is impossible, it would be foolish to believe it. But what if 

it’s true? If it did happen, then it would be foolish not to believe it. Paul believed it. So did 

hundreds of others in the 1st century. And so have millions throughout history. Millions throughout 
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history have declared with Paul, “But now Christ has been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 

15:20, NAS). 

  

But how can we believe the impossible? Because “He appeared.”4 Eyewitnesses saw Jesus 

die and then saw Him alive again. Seven New Testament authors record the appearances of Jesus. 

Ten different appearances are mentioned. The appearances were spread over a forty-day period. 

He appeared in different places. He appeared to different people. He appeared to one person, then 

to two, then to a dozen, and then to more than 500 people at one time.5 These eyewitness accounts 

sparked a movement. The emergence of the Christian church, people willing to die for their faith, 

and millions of changed lives are evidence that something phenomenal happened. 

 

We believe that Jesus Christ physically, actually, miraculously, and supernaturally rose 

from the dead proving to be the Son of God and proving that everything He said is true. 

 

Every person must wrestle with the claims of Christianity and decide if they believe it or 

not. I want to introduce you to Jennifer.6 Listen to her story as she describes how she wrestled with 

what she believed. [VIDEO7] 

 

You heard how Jennifer wrestled with what she believed and how she came to believe the 

Gospel is true. Here’s why I believe. When I look at the majesty and the complexity of the universe, 

it all points to a creator. The Bible says, “What may be known about God is obvious to them, 

because God has made it obvious to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that we are without excuse” (Romans 1:19-20). I believe in the miracle of 

the resurrection, because of the grander miracle, the miracle of creation. If God could create the 

universe with a word, then He can raise the dead to life. If God is real, then miracles are possible, 

and so is the resurrection. I not only believe it’s possible; I believe it actually happened. And for 

me, the resurrection proves that Jesus is the Son of God and proves that everything He said is true. 

 

 Another reason I believe in the resurrection is because the Bible records the eyewitness 

testimony of those who were there. Hundreds of people saw Jesus alive again. I believe the Bible 

is true. I believe it is God’s word to us. It makes sense to me. It explains the world I see. I buy the 

story. 

 

 And the story touches my heart. My heart tells me it’s true. The cross of Jesus convicts me 

of my sin. It humbles me before God. It makes me want to know this God who loves me so much 

that He would sacrifice His son for me. The Bible verse that pricks me the most says, “God 

demonstrates His love for us … while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). The 

story of Jesus and the love of Jesus give me a sense of peace. A peace that it is true, a peace within, 

and a peace with God. 
 

 

GRIPPING 

 

 The Sunday morning after Jesus was crucified, three women went to the tomb to tend His 

body.8 Their grief was heavy. Their leader had died and so had their faith. They were confused 

and devastated. But when they came to the tomb, they were shocked to see the stone had been 

rolled away, and even more shocked to see an angel standing at the tomb, and the angel said, “You 



 

5 

are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He isn’t here! He has risen from the dead just as He 

said He would. Now go and tell the disciples.”9 

 

 And then it says, “The women ran from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment gripped 

them” (Mark 16:8). No kidding. 

 

 “Gripping.” We’ve all felt it. It’s the surprise of good news or the shock of bad news. It’s 

when an event does something to us physically and emotionally. It’s really is like something taking 

a hold of us, gripping us. These women were gripped with “trembling and astonishment.” 

Trembling at seeing a dead man come back to life. And astonished, amazed, and overjoyed to see 

their friend come back to life. There was no soundtrack in the background or mood lighting to 

manipulate emotion. The resurrection was real, their reaction was real, and it was gripping. 

 

 You may be skeptical. You may not be interested in religion or your mind, and science and 

logic tell you that resurrection is impossible and unbelievable. Even if you’ve made up your mind, 

I challenge you to reconsider. Or, you may be looking for answers, wondering if it’s true. You 

want to know if Jesus has the answers to the questions you’re asking. If that’s you, we would love 

to help you process your questions. 

 

 If you’re not a Christian at this point in your life, Jesus wants to meet you in your doubt 

and answer your questions. He wants to meet you in your hurt and heal your heart. He wants to 

meet you in your emptiness, because you know something is missing. He wants to meet you in 

your ambition and show you that there’s something better to live for. He wants to erase your shame 

and guilt and regret, and forgive you of everything. All you have to do is believe. “Confess with 

your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and you 

shall be saved” (Romans 10:9, NLT). 

 

 And the moment you believe in Jesus, the moment you bow your life to God, the moment 

you ask for forgiveness, you will be forgiven of everything you’ve ever done wrong. You will 

experience peace within and peace with God. And you will have the assurance of living with Jesus 

forever in a place He called Paradise. 

 

 Most of us are believers and have been for many years. But let me ask, is the Gospel still 

gripping? 
 

 The same Paul who wrote most of the New Testament once hated Christians. He arrested 

and persecuted Christians, some stoned to death. But then he met Jesus, and his life was turned 

upside down. And he later said, “For the love of Christ compels me. I’m convinced that Jesus died 

for me, and for all of us … and His love is so compelling, that we should no longer live for 

ourselves, but for Him who died and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15, paraphrase). The love of 

Christ was so compelling, so captivating, so persuasive, and so irresistible that it overwhelmed 

him. He had to believe and had to live for Jesus. 

 

 Is His love still compelling? Is the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus still gripping? Is it 

so compelling and so gripping that you believe in Him completely, that you love Him deeply, and 

that you want to live for Him every day of your life? If so, then live like it’s true, live like you 

believe it! 
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 What does it mean to live like the resurrection is true, to be gripped by it? It’s a life 

overflowing in worship and gratitude for Jesus Christ. It’s living in obedience, following Jesus as 

the Lord of your life, and living a life “worthy of the gospel.”10 It’s living with a sense of purpose 

and mission, sharing this incredible good news with as many people as possible. It’s living every 

day with hope, with confidence and certainty, knowing that one day soon you will see Jesus face 

to face and live with Him forever in heaven, in a place He called Paradise. 

 

 Oh, live like you believe it. 

 

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead … And God has not only raised up Jesus, 

He will also raise us up from the dead by His power” (1 Corinthians 15:20, 6:14).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTES 

1 Albert Mohler, “History Burning Before Our Eyes: The Tragedy of Notre Dame and the Soul of Modern France,” 

albertmohler.com, April 16, 2019. 
2 See Acts 2:32 with 2:36. Also John 11:25, Romans 1:4. 
3 See 1 Corinthians 15:1-2. 
4 See 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. 
5 See Paul Little’s Know Why You Believe, pages 55-56, where he refutes the claim that the post-resurrection 

appearances of Jesus were nothing more than hallucinations. 
6 Read more of her story at jenniferfulwiler.com. 
7 Here is the link to Jennifer Fulwiler’s story, https://www.exploregod.com/from-atheism-to-belief. 
8 See Mark 16:1. 
9 Mark 16:6-7, paraphrased. 
10 See Philippians 1:27. 

                                                 

 


