
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus People – The Day of the Lord  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church at Canyon Creek, Austin, Texas 

©Monty Watson – November 12, 2017



 

1 

JESUS PEOPLE – THE DAY OF THE LORD  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

 

 One of the most powerful verses in the Bible is Romans 12:15. “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn.” I want us to do that this morning with the stories of 

two churches. 

 

 Last Sunday, at the same time we were here, a gunman entered the First Baptist Church in 

Sutherland Springs, Texas, and killed 26 people, and many more wounded. In a little country 

church, with people worshiping Jesus just like we do. This morning, we want to “mourn with those 

who mourn.” In your bulletin, you’ll find the name of one of the victims. I want us to pray for the 

families of those victims. If you did not get a card, just pray for the church in Sutherland Springs. 

 

 The Bible says, “Mourn with those who mourn,” but it also says, “Rejoice with those who 

rejoice.” 

 

Let me tell you the story of another church. This fall, Reclaim Church celebrated their first 

anniversary. Reclaim is in the Pflugerville area and targets second and third generation Hispanics. 

Three years ago, five churches came together to plant this church – Hill Country Bible Church, 

Gateway, New Hope Baptist, Point of Grace Lutheran, and us. Here is a picture of the core team, 

with pastor Angel Flores and his wife Desiree seated in front. Thursday night, we hosted a dinner 

to celebrate their first anniversary and to hear their stories. Each member of their core team talked 

about how grateful they were for what God was doing in their lives and in the life of their new 

church. 

 
• Brandon told how he met Angel while their daughters played on the same volleyball 

team. Brandon is an IT guy, and now leads a small group and is a key leader of Reclaim. 

His wife Tiffany said, “I never had a connection to God before,” and with tears said, 

“but now I do.” 

• James talked about his broken past and how his marriage and family were suffering. 

He and his wife wandered into Reclaim the very first Sunday the church met, and that 

Sunday James accepted Jesus as his Savior. And his wife Jamie said, “I can’t imagine 

our life without Reclaim.” 

• Jeremy grew up in the church and been blessed with good mentors. But two years ago, 

he became restless and told his pastor that God was leading him to something, but he 

didn’t know what. At an outdoor festival in Pflugerville, he noticed a tent with a sign 

for Reclaim Church. As he walked by, he reached out to take a brochure, but ended up 

talking with Angel for over an hour. And with teary eyes, Jeremy talked about the joy 

he has as he sees broken people come to the church week after week. 

• Josh is Angel’s younger brother, and moved from California to help start the church. 

Josh leads the youth ministry. They only have about 15 kids, but each of them invited 

a friend and 30 teenagers showed up for a Halloween party. One game was to see who 

could eat the most habaneros. I guess that’s one way to grow a youth group. You could 

hear Josh’s heart for these kids, who have no church background and are so hungry for 

love and attention. 
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• Angel and Desiree left California to come to Texas to plant this church. They left 

family and friends and all that was familiar to them. And their passion for this church 

and for lost people is incredible. 

• I mention Reclaim Church, not to applaud the five churches who invested in it, and not 

to applaud Angel and Desiree. But to give praise to God for doing His work through 

ordinary, willing people. 

 

What do the stories of these two churches teach us? That we live in a broken, evil, and 

chaotic world. That life is not as stable and secure as we think it is. And, that there is hope. That 

Jesus is real. That only Jesus can heal and forgive and save. That’s what we say we believe, and 

that’s what makes us Jesus people. So, the question is, will we be the church? Will we live like 

Jesus and love like Jesus and tell people about Jesus? If we believe what we say, that only Jesus 

can heal and forgive and save, then we must. Because the times in which we live are filled with 

urgency. 

 

 It was with that same sense of urgency that Paul wrote a letter to the young believers in 

Thessalonica. Paul was the first to introduce Christianity to Europe. He spent three weeks in 

Thessalonica explaining that Jesus was the Messiah, and that His resurrection proved He was the 

Son of God. Acts 17 tells us that many believed. But the religious leaders opposed Paul and 

threatened his life, so he had flee the city. In the weeks ahead, Paul worried about these young, 

new believers. Were they safe? Did the gospel take root? So Paul wrote a letter, “exhorting and 

encouraging and imploring” them to “walk in a manner worthy of God” and to “walk and to please 

God” (1 Thessalonians 2:12, 4:1). He wanted them to live like Jesus people. Because more than 

anything else, Jesus people want to walk in a manner worthy of the love and sacrifice of Jesus. 

And that’s the challenge for us as well. We’re Jesus people too. 

 

 Chapter 5 is about great urgency. In it, Paul described “the day of the Lord.” “The day of 

the Lord” is the summation of human history, the coming of Jesus, and the judgment of God on 

all humanity. For us, as believers, it will be the fulfillment of hope, the moment our faith has been 

waiting for. To be in the presence of God. To see Jesus face to face. To be welcomed into His 

presence and into His arms. But to those who do not believe, it will be a day of great judgment, 

standing alone before a holy God and held accountable for every word and every deed. 

 

 The urgency of chapter 5 is about being ready to stand before God. Paul is warning non-

believers of that day, and he is urging us to live for that day. He is urging us to keep our eyes fixed 

on Jesus, to keep our heart fixed on Jesus, to keep our hope fixed on Jesus. Because the day is 

getting closer when we will see Him face to face. 

 

 

 One day, every person will stand before Jesus and answer to Him. “Now, brothers, about 

times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2). 

 

There were many “days of the Lord” in the Old Testament, referring to days in which God 

was about to act, always in righteous judgment. This “day of the Lord” is the final day, the 

summation of human history, the coming of Jesus, and the final judgment of God on all humanity.1 

It will be a day of accounting for every person who has ever lived. 
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“The day of the Lord” is the unfolding of the end times, when a series of prophetic events 

will finally happen. Including, the rapture of the church, the resurrection of the righteous dead, the 

seven-year Great Tribulation, the rise of the Antichrist, the actual return of Jesus Christ as recorded 

in Revelation 19, the battle of Armageddon, the millennial reign (the literal 1,000-year reign) of 

Jesus, the judgment of all people, the final doom of Satan, and then eternity. 

 

The prophet Joel described how dramatic “the day of the Lord” will be. “Blow the trumpet 

in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the 

Lord is coming. It is close at hand … The Lord thunders at the head of his army; his forces are 

beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the Lord is great; it is 

dreadful. Who can endure it? … The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before 

the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” (Joel 2:1, 11, 31, NIV).  

 

  That day is already on the calendar. The Bible says, God “commands all people 

everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man 

he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-

31, NIV). On that day, the Bible says, “We will all stand before the judgment seat of God … Each 

one of us will give an account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10, 12). And for those who do not 

believe, who have ignored God, it will be a “day of judgment and destruction” (2 Peter 3:7).  

 

 Urgency lies in the fact that the day is coming when every person who has ever lived will 

stand before God. 

 

 But no one knows when that day will be. “The day of the Lord will come like a thief in 

the night” (1 Thessalonians 1:2). Don’t ever listen to anyone who claims to know when Jesus is 

coming back. I remember the book 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988. When Jesus 

failed to show up in 1988, the author revised the book with a new title, 89 Reasons Why the Rapture 

Will Be in 1989. 

 

Jesus said, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority” (Acts 1:7, NIV). “Concerning that day or that hour,” Jesus said, “no one knows, not 

even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:32, ESV). “The day of the 

Lord will come like a thief in the night.” A thief does not tell you when he’s going to rob your 

house. Jesus said, “Keep watch! You don’t know what day your Lord is coming. If a homeowner 

knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house to be 

broken into. You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least 

expected” (Matthew 24:42-44, NLT). “The day of the Lord” will come suddenly, when we are not 

expecting it. That’s why Jesus said, “be ready all the time.” 

 

That day will be terrible for those who have ignored God. “While people are saying, 

‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, 

and they will not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). Verse 3 predicts the Great Tribulation. After the 

rapture of the church, which Paul described in chapter 4, will be a seven-year period of misery on 

the earth for those left behind. 

 

Before it happens, many will be saying, “Peace and safety.” We hear the same thing today. 

This is so relevant to American life. Life is good, and who needs God when life is good? The Dow 
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Jones is over 23,000. Cedar Park, Westwood, and Vandergrift all have winning records. UT 

doesn’t, but you can’t have everything. But it’s so true. We think, who needs God when life is 

good? 

 

And that’s exactly what people will be saying before Jesus returns. He told us so. “For the 

coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 

the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the 

coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37-39, NAS).  

 

So often, we live with a false sense of security. Our kids are healthy, we have a job, and so 

on. When life is good, we become self-reliant and tend to forget God. We are also addicted to 

distraction, constantly looking at our phones. We keep ourselves distracted so that we don’t have 

to face reality. And I think a lot of people do that so they can ignore God. 

 

 Psalm 14 describes the pride of those who ignore God, who say, ‘There is no God … 

Nothing can shake me … I can do whatever I want, God’s not looking at me … I don’t have to 

answer to God for anything” (Psalm 14:4, 6, 11, 13, paraphrasing). 

 

 But what does 1 Thessalonians 5:3 say? “Destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor 

pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” 

 

Stop for a minute and ask an honest question. Why is God so mad? That’s a fair question, 

and here’s how I would answer that. 

 

All of us have an innate sense of justice and are provoked when life’s not fair. This is 

especially true when a referee makes a bad call. We have a cultural right to share our opinion with 

the referee, even shouting at the TV knowing he can’t hear us, we do it anyway. But there are 

greater injustices in our world than a bad call in a ballgame. Because of this innate sense of justice, 

we are rightfully furious over the injustice of child abuse, rape, corruption, and every other kind 

of evil. 

 

 Certainly, we would agree that God is morally superior to us. We like to think of a God as 

a kind, old grandfather, but we’re reluctant to think of Him as judge. We like a loving God, but 

we’re uncomfortable with an angry God.2 Yet there are more references in the Bible to God’s anger 

and wrath than there are to His love.3 To ignore this side of God is unbalanced. It is a dilution of 

who He is. 

 
• Yes, God is good, loving, and kind. But He is also holy and He will judge. 

• He is the standard by which everything and everyone is measured. 

• He will not tolerate violations of His righteousness and He will not overlook sin. 

• He hates sin, because of how it hurts us and how it offends His holiness. 

• His justice is both punishment of the perpetrator and vindication for the victim. 
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 To be true to His character, God must respond to sin. To do otherwise would be like a 

police officer looking the other way when a crime is being committed. Justice is a part of His 

character, so we should not be surprised when the Bible says, “The Lord takes vengeance and is 

filled with wrath,” and that “the Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished” (Nahum 1:2, 3).4 

 

 To those who believe, the Bible says Jesus is “relief” (2 Thessalonians 1:7). But to those 

who ignore Him, it will be terrifying. “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing 

fire with his powerful angels, He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 

presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9, NIV).5  

 

  God is a God of justice, and He is also a God of grace, “not wanting anyone to perish” (2 

Peter 3:9). He “desires all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). 

 

 So, what’s the best way to prepare for the coming of Jesus? Believe. Those who believe in 

Jesus have nothing to fear. “But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise 

you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or 

to the darkness” (1 Thessalonians 5:4-5). Those who believe have nothing to fear. 

 

 We are “sons of light” and “sons of the day.”6 Which means, we know the truth, we live in 

the light. We are no longer in the dark, as Peter said, “(He) has called us out of darkness into His 

marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Paul said, “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 

truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8-10, NIV).  

 

 We are children of light. We are children of God. “How great is the love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is who we are!” (1 John 3:1, 

NIV). Therefore, we have nothing to fear. 

 

 As you wait, keep your eyes and your heart fixed on Jesus. “Let us not be like others, who 

are asleep, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 

drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love 

as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet” (1 Thessalonians 5:6-8). 

 

“Let us not be like others, who are asleep,” who ignore God. Instead, “be alert and sober.”7 

To be drunk is to be under the influence, to be fuzzy in your head and foolish in your actions. To 

be sober is to be clear-minded and in control of your actions. 

 

 Paul was urging the Thessalonians, and urging us, to keep our eyes and our hearts fixed on 

Jesus. Always looking to Him and looking for Him. To be faithful and holy.8 And notice he 

mentioned wearing a “breastplate” and a “helmet.” He urges us to put on armor, because we are 

going into battle.9 As you wait, keep your eyes and your heart fixed on Jesus. 

 

 As you wait, live in the certainty of your salvation. “For God has not destined us for wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake 

or asleep we might live with Him” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-10). “Awake or asleep,” whether we are 

alive or dead when Jesus returns, we won’t miss Him. Our destiny, our election, God’s choosing 
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of us, guarantees our salvation. We are not destined for wrath like those who do not believe, we 

are destined for salvation. That’s means we will be welcomed into His presence and into His arms. 

We can live with the certainty of our salvation. 

 

 Linger over the words “who died for us.” Never take those words for granted. Stop. Read 

them over and over. Let it sink in. Jesus died for us. Jesus died for you. Jesus died for me. He took 

my place. He took your place. And one day, we will be able to thank Him face to face. 

 

 As you wait, remind each other that the day is getting closer. “Therefore encourage one 

another and build one another up, just as you are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). In 4:18, Paul said, 

“Comfort one another with these words.” “Comfort … encourage … build up” means we need 

each other. You can’t do it alone. “Encourage” those who are down or discouraged. “Build up” 

and strengthen those who are weak or weary. 

 

 I think Paul is telling us to keep on reminding each other that the day when we stand before 

Jesus is getting closer. Remind each other. Keep talking about it. Don’t let anyone doubt it. Let’s 

help each other keep our eyes and heart and hope fixed on Jesus. 

 

 I love Hebrews 10:24-25. “Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 

deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25, NAS).  

 
 

 The tragedy at Sutherland Springs reminds us of the chaos and evil and brokenness in the 

world. The stories of Reclaim Church remind us of hope. Hope found only in Jesus. Therefore, as 

Jesus people, I believe we are to live with both. We are live with both a sense of urgency and with 

a sense of hope. That means keeping our eyes and our hearts fixed on Jesus. Because the day is 

getting closer when we will see Him face to face. 

 

  



 

7 

NOTES 

1 References to “the day of the Lord” – Acts 2:20, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Thessalonians 2:2, 2 Peter 3:10. 
2 The Bible says, “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 
3 Nahum used some of the most terrifying images from nature to describe God. He described God’s justice as a tornado 

and as a storm. “His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust beneath his feet” (1:3). Nahum 

described God’s justice as a drought. “He rebukes the sea and dries it up; he makes all the rivers run dry. Bashan and 

Carmel wither and the blossoms of Lebanon fade” (1:4). He described God’s justice as an earthquake. “The mountains 

quake before him and the hills melt away. The earth trembles at his presence, the world and all who live in it” (1:5). 

Nahum described God’s justice as a fire. “Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his fierce anger? His 

wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered before him” (1:6). And he described God’s justice as a flood. 

“With an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness” (1:8). This is an 

intimidating description of God. And a lot of people don’t like the God of the Old Testament. They like God in the 

New Testament a lot better, He’s much more likeable. There’s even a movement which views the Old Testament God 

as obsolete. 
4 “When I sharpen my flashing sword and begin to carry out justice, I will take revenge on my enemies and repay 

those who reject me” (Deuteronomy 32:41, NLT). 
5 Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious 

throne. All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. “Then the King will say to 

those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation 

of the world. (Matthew 25:31–34, NLT). “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you 

cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons … And they will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life” (Matthew 25:41, 46, NLT).  
6 See John 8:12. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will 

have the Light of life.” 
7 The Greek word for “alert” is γρηγορέω. Meaning, to stay awake and remain alert, to be ready and watchful. The 

Greek word for “sober” is νήφω. Meaning, to not be drunk, to be in control of one’s thinking, to be clear-minded. 
8 See Titus 2:11-14. 
9 See Ephesians 6:11. 

                                                 

 


