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JESUS PEOPLE – COMPLETE WHAT IS LACKING  

One Thessalonians 3:1-13 

 

 

 Weddings are a big deal these days. More elaborate and more expensive all the time, and 

with more pressure to be perfect. This week I was reading Brides magazine, as I often do, and 

came across an article entitled “50 Things All Brides Should Do the Week of Their Wedding.” 

 

For the groom, all he has to do is put on a tux and remember the ring. But wedding week 

preparations for the bride are crazy. The 50 things all brides should do the week of their wedding 

included talking to the baker, the florist, the photographer, and the caterer. Going over every detail 

with the wedding coordinator. Time every day on the Stairmaster. Buying gifts for the bridesmaids. 

Getting a manicure, a pedicure, and a trial run of the hairdo. Skin treatment and spray on tan. 

Breaking in the wedding shoes and packing for the honeymoon. Bridesmaid party, rehearsal 

dinner, and wedding day breakfast. Rehearsing her vows, styling her hair, and putting on makeup. 

Again, all the groom has to do is put on a tux and remember the ring. 

 
And the reason couples go through the craziness is because they want it to be a wonderful 

day. They want it to look like this. [Video1] 

 

The beauty, the purity, and the joy of the wedding video are a picture of another wedding 

day to come. The New Testament refers to the church as the bride of Christ, and Jesus referred to 

Himself as the bridegroom.2 The book of Revelation gives us a preview of the wedding of Christ 

and His church. The day Jesus comes, an angel of the Lord will shout for all the earth to hear, “Let 

us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 

has made herself ready … Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

(Revelation 19:7-9, NIV). 

 

 If you are a Christian, it will be the most glorious day of your life. That’s why Paul wrote 

a letter to the young believers in Thessalonica urging them to prepare for that day. 

 

 Paul was the first to introduce Christianity to Europe. He spent three weeks in Thessalonica 

explaining that Jesus was the Messiah, and that His resurrection proved He was the Son of God. 

Acts 17 tells us that many believed. But the religious leaders opposed Paul and threatened his life, 

so he had flee the city. In the weeks ahead, Paul worried about these young, new believers. Were 

they safe? Did the gospel take root? So Paul wrote a letter, expressing his love and “exhorting and 

encouraging and imploring” them to “walk in a manner worthy of God” and to “walk and to please 

God” (1 Thessalonians 2:12, 4:1). He wanted them to live like Jesus people. Because more than 

anything else, Jesus people want to walk in a manner worthy of the love and sacrifice of their 

Jesus. That’s the challenge for Jesus people from Thessalonica to Austin. 

 

 And in 1 Thessalonians 3, Paul urged them to prepare for the wedding day. To prepare for 

the day they would see Jesus. He urged them “to complete what was lacking” in their faith. As a 

bride prepares to meet her groom, so we are to prepare to meet our groom, our Savior, our Jesus. 

In 1 Thessalonians 3, Paul urged them, and he urges us, become today the person you want to be 

the day you see Jesus. 
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BELONG TO SOMETHING SPECIAL 

 

 Paul’s love and concern are obvious in his letter. He described himself as both a mother 

and a father.3 And several times, he repeated how he longed to see them. When love like this 

permeates the church, it is something special. And we belong to something very special. We are 

the church. We are the body of Christ. We are the bride of Christ. Our identity is in Him. Our 

destiny is in Him. And our bond is in Him. We belong to something very special. 

 

 We get a sense of that when we read chapter 3. “When we could stand it no longer, we 

thought it best to stay in Athens. So we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in 

spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would 

be unsettled by these trials. You know quite well that we were destined for them. In fact, when we 

were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as 

you well know. For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent (Timothy) to find out about 

your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might 

have been useless” (1 Thessalonians 3:1-5). 

 

 Paul send Timothy to “strengthen and encourage” their faith. To help them endure hard 

times. To resist temptation. And to stand firm.4 Paul sent Timothy “to find out about their faith.” 

 

 And Timothy brought back good news. “Timothy has just now come to us from you and 

has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant 

memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. Therefore, brothers, in 

all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. For now we 

really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. How can we thank God enough for you in 

return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you?” (1 Thessalonians 3:6-

9). 

 

 The joy we hear in Paul’s letter is the joy of relationships rooted in Jesus. The church is 

something very special. It is a place where we encourage each other to press on in our faith, and 

“build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). It is a place where we care about each other, where 

we “bear one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). It is a place where we “rejoice with those who 

rejoice, mourn with those who mourn” (Romans 12:15). This is what the church is meant to be. 

Plus, we are a body of people convinced of the gospel and compelled to share the gospel. The 
church is us. We belong to something very special. 
 

 

COMPLETE WHAT IS LACKING 

 

 And one day, as one, as the bride of Christ, we will see Jesus face to face. And Paul urges 

us to prepare for that day by completing what is lacking in our faith. He urges us to become today 

the person you want to be the day you see Jesus. 
 

 “Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see your face, and complete what is 

lacking in your faith” (1 Thessalonians 3:10). Another version says, “to fill the gaps in your faith” 

(NLT). 
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 Again, Paul’s love and concern is obvious. He prayed “night and day” for them. He prayed 

“most earnestly” for them. He longed to see them face to face. So, when he says he wanted to 

return and “complete what is lacking” in their faith, it is not condemning or scolding. It is positive. 

These young believers were adolescent in their faith, and Paul wanted to complete their 

discipleship. 

 

 So, what’s the goal? Maturity. The goal is nothing less than Christlikeness. Remember, 

these were new believers who needed to mature. Paul used the word “lacking” to describe their 

spiritual adolescence.5 This “lacking” is like a painting that is not finished; there’s more work to 

be done. It’s like a building that is still under construction; there’s more work to be done. Or, if 

your child came home with a “D” in math, you’d probably hire a tutor, to complete what is lacking. 

 

Paul wanted to help them see where they needed to grow. And that’s what I want to do this 

morning. 

 

The Greek word for “complete” was also used in reference to furnishing a house, to 

supplying an army, to teaching and training apprentices a trade, and to finishing the construction 

of a building.6  Paul used it to refer to spiritual maturity.7  

 

Paul wanted to “complete what was lacking” in their faith. He taught Christ everywhere he 

went, so that he might “present every person complete in Christ” (Colossians 1:28). He urged every 

believer to press on in their faith “to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to 

the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).  

 

In his book Just Like Jesus, Max Lucado writes, “God loves you just the way you are, but 

he refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus.” God loves us so much that 

He won’t leave us the way we are. If there is any aspect of your character, your personality, or 

your behavior that is inconsistent with the character, personality, and behavior of Jesus Christ, then 

you can be sure that God intends to do something about it.8 

 

 Paul is urging us to become today the person you want to be the day you see Jesus. 

 

So, what’s lacking in you? 

 

Take a look at the handout you received when you came this morning. As the potter shapes 

the clay, so the Lord shapes us. Romans 8:29 says, He “predestined us to become conformed to 

the image of His Son.” Our destiny is to become like Jesus. To think like Him, to love like Him, 

and to act like Him. God is shaping us to look like Jesus and to live for Jesus. That’s what we mean 

by in His image … for His mission. 

 

The flip side of this paper lists ten characteristics of a fully devoted follower of Jesus. This 

is a portrait of a disciple. Yet, there is something all of us must admit. We’re not perfect, and we 

have room to grow. We know we need to narrow the gap between what we know and how we live. 

We need to narrow the gap between merely saying we believe in Jesus and fully living for Him. 

Therefore, each of us must answer this question. “In what area do I need to grow, and what is my 

next step, to look like Jesus and to live for Jesus?” 
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• Is it your prayer life, depending on God and trusting Him more with your life? 

• Are you priorities out of balance between work, family, church, and everything else? 

• Is it your character? Honesty or purity? Selfishness or pride? 

• Is there a habit you need to break? Or an attitude you need to change? 

• Do you struggle with anger or bitterness? 

• Do you need to grow in your knowledge of the Bible and in your understanding of who 
God is? 

• Are you disconnected from community? Living life alone, without any trusted 
Christian friends in your life to challenge you in your walk with God? 

• Is your area of growth your family, your marriage, your parenting? Is it leading your 
family spiritually? 

• Is it relationships? Do you refuse to forgive someone? Do you lack love for someone? 

• Is it the mission? Are you so focused on your life that there’s no room and no intention 
to live on mission, to live for the gospel? 

• Is there anything in your life that offends His holiness? 

• Is there anything in your life that dishonors the love and sacrifice of Jesus? 

 

If you want to grow as a Christian, you’ve got to take some time to work through these 
IMAGE characteristics. You’ve got to grab a Bible and grab a chair, and sit down with 1 

Thessalonians 3:10. And allow the Holy Spirit highlight the areas in which you need to grow. Or, 

sit down with your spouse and ask them, “Honey, in what areas of my life do see I need to grow?” 

Or lead your family. You know what your family needs, what your children need. Have those 

conversations at the dinner table or in the car. Or, the next time your small group meets, go around 

the circle and let each share, “I think this is the area in which I need to grow, would you guys help 

me? Or, meet with a trusted Christian friend and help each other “complete what is lacking” in 

your faith. One form or another, you have to grapple with the question. “In what area do I need 

to grow, and what is my next step, to look like Jesus and to live for Jesus?” 
 

 

PREPARE FOR THE WEDDING DAY 

 

 And why is this important? To become today the person you want to be the day you see 

Jesus. To prepare for the wedding day. 

 

 Our motivation for growing in our faith, for completing what is lacking, is not fear. We 

want to present ourselves to Jesus with all the beauty and purity of a bride. Out of respect for His 

holiness, with gratitude for His grace, in humility for the sacrifice Jesus made for us. Our ultimate 

motivation is love for our Father and the joy of seeing Jesus face to face. 

 

That day may seem like a long way off. The coming of Christ may seem irrelevant. But the 

greatest day in your life will be the day you see Jesus face to face. So, become today the person 

you want to be the day you see Jesus. 
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That was Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians, and it is the right prayer for us. “Now may 

our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. May the Lord 

make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 

you. May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our 

God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones” (1 Thessalonians 3:11-13, 

NIV). 

 

 May our hearts be “strengthened.”9 May we hold fast to what we believe. Make our 

convictions be firm and unshakeable. May we be “blameless and holy.” Beautiful and pure as a 

bride. A bride does not go through all her preparations to pass a test, but to present herself with 

beauty and purity as an expression of her love for the groom. So we prepare for our wedding day, 

for the day when we see Jesus. 

 

Jesus may not come in your lifetime, but He is coming. And if not in your lifetime, you 

can be sure of this. The moment you close your eyes in death will be the same moment you open 

your eyes in heaven and see Jesus face to face. 
 
  

CONCLUSION 

 

The beauty, the purity, and the joy of the wedding video we saw earlier are a picture of a 

greater wedding day to come. The New Testament refers to the church as the bride and Jesus as 

the bridegroom. The day Jesus comes, an angel of the Lord will shout for all the earth to hear, “Let 

us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 

has made herself ready … Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

(Revelation 19:7-9, NIV). 

 

 If you are a Christian, it will be the most glorious day of your life. So become today the 

person you want to be the day you see Jesus. 
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NOTES 

1 Wedding video found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LHwGZP2X5U&feature=youtu.be. 
2 See Mark 2:19-20, John 3:29. 
3 See 1 Thessalonians 2:7 and 2:11. 
4 See 1 Thessalonians 3:8 
5 The Greek root word for “lacking” is ὑστέρημα. 
6 The Greek word for “complete” in 1 Thessalonians 3:10 is καταρτισαι. The Greek word for “complete”  in Colossians 

1:28 and the word “mature” in Ephesians 4:13 is τελειoς. It means to finish, to reach an end, or to complete a process. 
It was used to depict physical development of the human body, to refer to someone who is fully grown, from infancy 

to adolescence to adulthood. Thus, the word came to depict spiritual maturity. 
7 This word was used in an occupational sense to describe James and John “mending their nets” (Matthew 4:21). Jesus 

used it in an educational sense when referring to a disciple being “fully trained” (Luke 6:40). Paul also used it as a 

surgical term, in the sense of healing and in restoring a fellow believer who had strayed (Galatians 6:1). In other Greek 

literature, it was used as a military term, as in equipping or supplying an army with provisions. Also in a domestic 
sense, as in furnishing or decorating a house. And in a political sense, as in negotiating a treaty to resolve civic conflict 

and bring unity. [See Bruce Stabbert, The Team Concept (Tacoma, WA: Hegg Bros. Printing, 1982), pages 159f.] 
8 See Philippians 1:6. 
9 The Greek word for “strengthen” is στηρίζω. It is a construction word referring to fastening a wall, making it stand 

upright. It means to fortify, to establish, to stabilize. Other aspects include conviction, endurance, and perseverance. 

                                                 

 


