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JESUS PEOPLE 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

 

 In the 1960s, the most unlikely sub-culture found Jesus. The sixties were the days of 

hippies, sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll. The sixties witnessed the assassinations of President 

Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy. It was also a decade dominated by war. 

More and more young men were sent to Vietnam, and more and more returned in body bags. 

American streets were filled with anti-war demonstrations. The sixties were a time of social 

upheaval in the United States. 

 

 And the most unlikely sub-culture found Jesus. Dropouts and hippies were coming to Jesus. 

So many were coming to Jesus, that Time magazine called it the Jesus Revolution and called them 

the Jesus People. And it was real. Jesus captivated the hearts of thousands of young people and 

totally changed their lives. Here’s a photo from 1967 of hundreds of young people being baptized 

in the ocean. And here is a photo taken this year, where baptisms still take place. Thousands have 

been baptized in that same spot over the last 50 years. All because the most unlikely sub-culture 

found Jesus. 

 

 I want to take you back in time to another Jesus movement, and introduce you to the first 

Jesus people in the city of Thessalonica. 

 

Thessalonica was developed in 315 BC by Cassander – a student of Aristotle, a general in 

the army of Alexander the Great, and married to Alexander’s sister Thessalonica. Cassander named 

the city for his wife.1 Thessalonica was situated along the Via Egnatia, the famous highway 

connecting Europe and Asia. 

 

In 51 AD, the Apostle Paul came to Thessalonica. He was the first to introduce Christianity 

to Europe.2 Paul went to the synagogue, and for three Sabbaths, he explained that Jesus was the 

Messiah, the hope of the Jewish faith, and that His resurrection from the dead proved He was the 

Son of God.3 Acts 17 tells us that many Jews were persuaded, along with a large number of Greeks. 

The Jewish religious leaders, however, were outraged and gathered some tough guys from the 

neighborhood and went looking for Paul. His life was threatened, and he was forced to flee the 

city. 

 

In the weeks ahead, Paul worried about them. Were they safe? Did the gospel take root? 

So Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to find out how these young, new believers were doing. 

When Timothy returned with good news, Paul was ecstatic. So he wrote a letter to this new church, 

expressing his joy and love for them. It was also a letter of urgency. 

 

“We urge you in the Lord Jesus, to walk and please God, and to do so more and more” (1 

Thessalonians 4:1). Paul urged them to “stand firm,” to “walk in a manner worthy of God,” and to 

“excel still more.” And Paul prayed for them, that they would persevere and be “without blame at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). He said “our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Paul wanted them to know that they belonged to Jesus. That He was their wonderful Savior and 

Lord. And he wanted them to be “Jesus people.”4 
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And that’s who we are too. We are “Jesus people.” Christians. Christ followers. Saved by 

His grace. Humbled by His sacrifice. Loving Him and obeying Him and following Him. So, this 

letter is for us as well. Urging us to live like Jesus people. What Paul wrote to them, he writes to 

us, “We urge you in the Lord Jesus, to walk and please God, and to do so more and more” (1 

Thessalonians 4:1). That’s the challenge for Jesus people from Thessalonica to Austin. 

 

 So, this fall, we’re going to study Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. As we do, may his 

letter be an encouragement and an exhortation to us as well. 

 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, 

constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we 

know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not 

only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 

what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators 

of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 

Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For 

they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

(1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, ESV).  
 

 

PROOF THAT WE ARE JESUS PEOPLE 

 

 This is a letter. It’s not meant to be a theological document, although it contains a lot of 

theology. It’s personal. It’s Paul’s heart for these young, new believers. He was overjoyed that the 

gospel took root and that they were thriving. Paul commended them, highlighting the ways in 

which they were doing so well. We could say, this is what Jesus people look like. This is what 

fully devoted followers of Jesus look like. This is what we should look like.  

 

 Jesus people have a passionate faith. “We give thanks to God … (for) your work of faith 

and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, ESV). 

The Bible often lists faith, hope, and love in the same verse. Their “work of faith” was an active 

faith; they believed in Jesus and it changed the way they lived. Their faith-experience was a “labor 

of love”; they loved each other in deeper ways. And they possessed a “steadfastness of hope”; a 

joy and assurance that Jesus was coming back. Again, the Bible often lists faith, hope, and love in 

the same verse. And together, faith, hope, and love mean passion. 

 

They had a passionate faith! Jesus people have a passionate faith. Does that describe you? 

Is your faith alive and vibrant, or has it become stale and dull? Are you thrilled to be a Christian 

and excited about what God is doing in your life? Jesus people have a passionate faith. 

 

 Jesus people understand whose they are and how much they are loved. “For we know, 

brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you” (1 Thessalonians 1:4, ESV). 
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We are “chosen” by God. Through the mysterious process of election, God chose us for 

salvation. Paul explained it most fully when he wrote to the Ephesians. “He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He 

predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention 

of His will” (Ephesians 1:4-5). 

 

 He chose us; not because we deserved it, but because He loved us. We are “loved by God.” 

The Apostle John wanted everyone to know how much God loved them. “How great is the love 

the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is who we are!” 

(1 John 3:1, NIV). We are His children and He is our Father. We belong to Him. Paul was saying, 

“Do you realize how special you are? Do you realize how much God loves you?”  

 

 And that love came at a great cost. The Bible says, “God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God’s love was expressed 

by the death of His Son, the bloody sacrifice of Jesus to pay the penalty for our sins. Paul wanted 

the Corinthians to feel the weight of that love, when he said, “You are not your own, for you were 

bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20, ESV). 

 

Jesus people know they are loved by God, and live like it. Jesus people know they belong 

to God, and live like it.  

 

Jesus people are saturated with the gospel. Paul continued to commend the Thessalonians. 

“Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5, ESV). Their faith was not based on words only. Something 

happened to them. The power of the gospel’s words touched them. The Holy Spirit touched them. 

And they received the gospel with “full conviction.” In the Greek language, these two words are 

redundant. Both words refer to fullness. Together, they suggest saturation. When Paul described 

the Thessalonians as receiving the gospel with “full conviction,” he was referring spiritual 

saturation. 

 

Does the gospel, does this message, saturate your life? Does Jesus saturate your life? Does 

gratitude for His grace saturate your life? Does loving Him and obeying Him and following Him 

saturate your life? Jesus people are saturated with the gospel. 

 

The faith of Jesus people is obvious and attractive. Paul was so proud of them. “You 

became imitators of us and of the Lord … you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere” (1 Thessalonians 1:6-8, ESV). 

 

 Paul escaped south to Athens and Corinth, and people had already heard about the faith of 

the Thessalonians. The phrase “sounded forth” refers to the blast of a trumpet. The new 

Thessalonian believers were not just discussing their faith among themselves; they were living it 

out for others to see. And it grabbed people’s attention. That’s the kind of faith-reputation we’re 

supposed to have. 

 

 Is your faith obvious and attractive? Is it obvious to your neighbors and co-workers that 

you love Jesus? Do you look like Jesus? Do you act like Jesus? What kind of reputation do you 



 

4 

 

have at work? At school? In your neighborhood? Jesus people have an obvious and attractive faith, 

and others should be attracted to Jesus by what they see in us.  

 

 Jesus people are completely devoted to God. Here’s how Paul described that devotion. 

“You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thessalonians 1:9, ESV). Jesus 

was so real and so true and so powerful that they turned from everything they had known. From 

every idol and from every indulgence. They turned from dead, lifeless idols to the “living” God. 

From false, fake idols to the “true God.” They turned from and turned to God. 

 

 Oh, that we would be completely devoted to God. That we would love Jesus more than 

anything else. He is inviting into a personal, intimate, day-by-day, and moment-by-moment 

relationship that is better than anything in this world. He is worth turning from and turning to. 

Jesus people are completely devoted to Jesus. 

 

 And, Jesus people are excited about the day when they will see Jesus face to face. Jesus 

people “wait for his Son from heaven” (1 Thessalonians 1:10, ESV). 

 

 I love those surprise homecomings of soldiers returning to their families. Children jump 

into dad’s arms. The wife cries tears of relief. Even the dog gets excited and pees all over the place. 

I cried for an hour Friday afternoon watching video clips. The hugs are so tight. The joy is so pure. 

Daddy’s home. 

 

 And one day, we will see Jesus.  

 

 Paul was so proud of the young believers in Thessalonica. This is what Jesus people look 

like. This is what we should look like.  

  
• Jesus people have a passionate faith. 

• Jesus people feel loved by God and know they belong to God. 

• Jesus people are saturated with the gospel. 

• Jesus people have an obvious and attractive faith. 

• Jesus people have said “no” to the world and are completely devoted to God.  

• Jesus people can’t wait to see Jesus. 

 
THAT DAY 

 

 A theme throughout Paul’s letter is the return of Jesus. Every chapter has a reference to 

that day. We “wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us 

from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10, ESV). At the end of his letter, Paul included a 

prayer. “Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 

5:23, ESV).  

 

 One day we will see Jesus face to face. And we can only imagine what that day will be 

like. 
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Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel? 

Will I dance for you Jesus, or in awe of You be still? 

Will I stand in your presence, or to my knees will I fall? 

Will I sing hallelujah, will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine, I can only imagine 

 

 May that day – the day when we see Jesus face to face – shape every day we live. 

 

 As Jesus people, we “wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus 

who delivers us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10, ESV). 

 

 Jesus people declare … He is my Savior. He is my Lord. He is my Friend. He is everything 

I believe in. He is my grace and my forgiveness. He is my guide and I follow Him. He is the love 

of my life and the priority of my life. And I can’t wait for the day when I will see Him face to face. 

 

 May that day – the day when we see Jesus face to face – shape every day we live. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 One of the Jesus People that influenced me was Keith Green. In the late sixties, Keith was 

an up-and-coming recording artist, being groomed for stardom. He was a personal friend of Bob 

Dylan. He was a part of the sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll sub-culture. But in the middle of it all, he 

was empty and searching for meaning. And he found meaning when he found Jesus. Keith began 

to write songs about Jesus. And he continued to write songs about Jesus until he died at the age of 

28, in a plane crash, along with two of his children. 

 

 He wrote lyrics about his search, admitting how blind and foolish and empty he was “until 

Your love broke through.”5 He wrote about heaven. “In six days You created the world, but You’ve 

been working on heaven for 2,000 years!”6 So, it must be glorious. He wrote about his passion for 

God. “Oh Lord, You’re beautiful, Your face is all I seek.”7 

 

 He challenged the complacency of other Christians.  

 
Do you see? Do you see? 

All the people sinking down? 

Don’t you care? Don’t you care? 

Are you gonna let them drown? 

… Jesus rose from the dead 

And you can’t even get out of bed.8 

 

He confessed his own complacency. 

 
My eyes are dry, my faith is old 

My heart is hard, my prayers are cold 

… Oh what can be done for a heart like mine?9 

 

Make my life a prayer to You 

I want to do what You want me to 
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No empty words, and no little white lies 

No token prayers, no compromise.10 

 

 Some of the things that had the most influence on me while I was in college were my guy’s 

discipleship group, my study Bible which I still use today, and an 8-track of Keith Green songs … 

and Kathy, of course. That discipleship group, my Bible, and Keith Green helped me make up my 

mind. To decide what kind of person I wanted to become. And Keith Green helped me decide to 

take Jesus seriously. 

 

 My faith has not been perfect. I’ve had my ups and downs, my doubts and joys. But this 

week, just listening to his voice, to his songs, took me back to when I decided to take Jesus 

seriously. And my eyes watered and I felt it all again. 

 

 So, this morning, I want you to listen to one of Keith Green’s songs.11 It’s one of the most 

popular songs from the Jesus movement. It’s the gospel. It’s the story of our Redeemer. It’s the 

story of what Jesus has done for us. So, listen and prepare your heart for the Lord’s Supper, as we 

remember Jesus and what He has done for us. 

  



 

7 

 

NOTES 

1 Its original name was Thermai, named for its famous hot springs and its harbor on the Thermai Gulf. 
2 Paul traveled to Thessalonica after a man in a vision summoned him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 

16:9). 
3 See Acts 17:2. 
4 Less than 10 years after the resurrection of Jesus, persecution intensified. Hundreds of families scooped up their 

children and were literally on the run. They were scattered all over the Mediterranean world. Yet something greater 

than fear of the Roman sword gripped them. It was that name. Jesus, the Christ. And “the disciples were first called 

Christians at Antioch.” That verse has always grabbed my attention. Because Acts 11 is the story of persecution and 

fear, but also the story of conviction and courage. It’s the story of real people, people just like us, walking the ancient 

streets of Antioch unashamedly talking about their Savior. And it’s the story of the disciples embracing a new name. 

“The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.” Hopefully, His name means as much to us as it did to them. 

Hopefully, we too proudly and humbly bear His name. And hopefully, we too realize there is no greater privilege or 

greater responsibility than bearing the name Christian. 
5 Keith Green, “Your Love Broke Through.” 
6 Keith Green, “Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven.” 
7 Keith Green, “Oh Lord, You’re Beautiful.” 
8 Keith Green, “Asleep in the Light.” 
9 Keith Green, “My Eyes Are Dry.” 
10 Keith Green, “No Compromise.” 
11 “There Is A Redeemer,” written by Melody Green and Keith Green. 

 
There is a redeemer 

Jesus, God’s own Son 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 

Holy One 

 

Jesus my redeemer 

Name above all names 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 

Oh, for sinners slain 

 

Thank you, oh my father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

’Til the work on earth is done 

 

When I stand in Glory 

I will see His face 

And there I’ll serve my King forever 

In that Holy Place 

 

Thank you, oh my father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

’Til the work on earth is done 

 

                                                 

 


