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Our mission is to help people become fully committed followers 
of Jesus Christ.

We are people who believe that we are given the unending GRACE of 
God. We are people who believe that we are called to LOVE, and in 
doing so, change our community and the world for the better. We are 
people who are called to GO, responding to God’s call to action with 
gratitude, obedience, and integrity.

MEMORIALS

Memorial for Daryl Hubbard:
FUMC Memorials from Jim and Mary Barnes
FUMC Children’s Dept. from Linda Carr

Memorial for Pansy Nordstrom:
FUMC Music Memorials from Darlene Crutchfield

OUR SYMPATHY

Our sympathy to family and friends in the death of Gwen Gilbert on 
August 29, 2019.

Our sympathy to Rev. Connie Ichord, family, and friends in the death of 
Daryl Hubbard on August 29, 2019.

Our sympathy to family and friends in the death of John Polsgrove on 
August 28, 2019.

Our sympathy to family and friends in the death of Rodman Jones on 
August 26, 2019.
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COMING UP  
AT FIRST METHODIST

THIS WEEKEND

9:30 a.m. Sunday
Traditional Service | Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. Sunday 
Modern Service | Sanctuary

CELEBRATING THE “GREATEST GENERATION”

Sunday, September 22 | 9:30 a.m. | Traditional Service

First United Methodist Church has 55 members over the age 
of 90 and we want to celebrate and honor them! In September, 
we’ll honor these members and thank them for their decades of 
service, loyalty, and support of First United Methodist Church 
of Tulsa.

The service will be followed by a short reception between 
worship services that will be held in the Library.

REFRESH WOMEN’S EVENT!

Saturday, September 14 
9:00-11:30 a.m. | Thomas Hall

Register at fumctulsa.org/women

We’re excited to welcome our guest speaker for our fall women’s 
event...LeAnne Taylor, member of the News On 6 team and co-
host of Six in the Morning!

As a member of the News On 6 team and co-host of Six in the 
Morning, LeAnne’s alarm goes off every weekday morning 
at 2:40 a.m. so she can get to work and wake you up. A Tulsa 
native and graduate of Oral Roberts University with a degree in 
Telecommunications, she has been on-air in Tulsa since 1984.

TUESDAY EVENING PRAYER

Tuesdays | 6:30 p.m. | Sanctuary

We’re gathering in the sanctuary 
every Tuesday evening. We’re 
experiencing revival…experiencing 
the Spirit. We will be entering into 
the experience that the Holy Spirit 
has for us each Tuesday. Join us.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, September 16, 2019 | 
Dinner: 6:00 p.m. | Meeting: 6:30 
p.m. | Thomas Hall

The next Church Council meeting 
will be on Monday, September 
16. RSVP for the meal and/or 
childcare by emailing Lory at 
loryferrin@fumctulsa.org or calling 
918.592.3862.
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GIFTED: THE IN-BREATHING OF GOD

September 29, 2019 | Parker Hall | 9:15-10:30 a.m.

Gifted: The In-breathing of God is a one Sunday, one session on the what, 
why, and how of your unique giftedness. Pre-registration by Monday, 
September 23 is required. Contact Debbie at 918.592.3862, ext. 1115 or 
debbiewallis@fumctulsa.org to sign up.

UPWARD REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Register online today at upwardtulsa.org!

Children in grades K5-7th are invited to register for Upward Basketball or 
Cheerleading. This is a great way for families to have fun learning sports 
while also learning about Jesus! Hurry and register today before the early-bird 
pricing ends.

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP

Sunday, October 13
12:15 p.m. | Parker Hall

Let’s be honest, estate planning isn’t the most enticing topic to spend your 
free time on. The last thing you want to do after a long week at work is to 
dive into the depths of the internet to attempt to understand what an estate 
plan actually is and why you need one. Even if you do get that far, it’s hard to 
know where even to begin to start making an estate plan. Can you write one 
yourself? Do you have to hire a lawyer? What information do you even need?

The Planned Giving Department and attorney, Blaine Frizzell, will help take 
the mystery out of estate planning. Bring your questions. This workshop is 
free and open to the public. A light lunch is served.

RSVP to Stacy at 918.592.3862 or stacyschuller@fumctulsa.org.

OCTOBER INFANT BAPTISM

October 13, 2019 | Sanctuary Worship Services 
Register at fumctulsa.org/baptism

First Kids would love to help arrange your child’s baptism. Baptism is a 
sacrament where God uses common elements—in this case water—as a 
means or vehicle of divine grace. It is an act of God through the grace of 
Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, a pledge and gift God gives to 
us. Baptism of infants includes the reaffirmation of the vows of baptism by 
parents, sponsors, and the congregation; but chiefly it celebrates what God is 
doing and will do in the life of the infant.
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NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH 

By Gary Pond 

September is national recovery month so I thought we might just take a look at a very 
misunderstood term. 

For most people, unless you have an active addiction that your aware of, or unless 
you’ve been impacted by someone else’s addiction, recovery is a word you probably 
don’t think of often. When you do, it might have to do with regaining strength after 
surgery, calling a tow truck, or how long it takes your body to bounce back after 
working out. We don’t often apply the word to our faith or our spiritual journey, when 
this is where recovery applies to us all. 

Bill Wilson, the co-founder of alcoholics anonymous, defined recovery by this 
statement, “First of all, we had to quit playing God.” I don’t know about you, but I can 
confess an ongoing daily struggle with playing God. I like choosing, deciding, and 
controlling things in my little world. Somehow if feels safer and more natural to control 
my own life, even after seeing evidence repeatedly that God does a much better job. 

As Christians we all have this in common. Many of us have that marker moment in 
our lives when we decided to accept Christ as the manager of our lives, followed by a 
journey of attempting to let him!

This is recovery. You don’t have to be a “classic addict” to be in recovery. Richard Rohr, 
Rick Warren, Dallas Willard, and many other spiritual leaders tell us the whole human 
race is addicted. We are addicted to playing God. In his book about recovery, Rami 
Shipiro calls recovery, “The Sacred Art,” and calls the 12 steps a spiritual practice. You 
may never have imagined recovery as sacred but it’s easy to see how it can be. First, 
recovery starts with humility, an admission of our own lacking, followed then by hope 
and the commitment of our life to the care of God. Sound a bit like your conversion 
experience? Step 3 in recovery insists on this commitment, along with a Biblically 
sound process of healing, growth, and continual self-examination. All the while we’re 
discovering a closer relationship to God. In recovery there is no neutral. You are either 
moving forward and becoming more Christlike (discipleship), or you are heading back 
toward your old way of controlling your own life. 

I challenge you this month to think of recovery in a different light. Do not define it by 
drug addiction or alcoholism. 

As a downtown church, many of our Celebrate Recovery attendees come from local 
shelters or the streets, and we look a bit different than the “Sunday morning crowd.” We 
understand it can feel difficult to identify with us, but this is where humility comes in.

It takes humility to admit that my issue with anger, control, or codependence is every 
bit as harmful to me and my loved ones as alcohol is to the alcoholic. It takes humility 
to admit that my issue with pornography, gambling, or compulsive buying is as 
addicting as drugs. It takes humility to admit that my depression or anxiety makes my 
life seem unmanageable. 

God is always the answer and recovery always points us there. My sponsor and mentor 
constantly reminds me that Jesus came for the sick, not the healthy. Which are you?
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MY STORY: RICHARD DOVERSPIKE, TEST PILOT AND ORGAN ARCHITECT

Richard “Dick” Doverspike was born January 6, 1923 in Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, to William Carl and 
Ethel Doverspike.  He is the oldest of 3 brothers.

In 1936, an airplane flying over Vandergrift, a town of 20,000, was an infrequent sight.  So, at the age 
of 13, Dick was thrilled when he saw a biplane flying overhead.  The sight of the plane led to a quick 
bicycle trip to a small airport nearby so he could investigate this airplane.  He was hooked immediately 
and started hanging around the airport.  The owner eventually hired Dick to dust the planes parked 
there and sweep out the airport.

On Sundays, people in the area would drive to the 
airport and sit in their cars enjoying the novelty 
of planes taking off and landing.  With so many 
onlookers, the airport owner decided to sell rides in an 
airplane.  So, Dick had the job of selling $1 tickets for 
rides.  For each ticket he sold, he got credit for 1 gallon 
of aviation fuel.  That was the beginning of Dick’s 
flying career, and on his 15th birthday, he soloed in an 
Aeronca C-3 airplane.

As a freshman in high school, Dick began singing in the boys’ chorus and ended up with major roles in 
HMS Pinafore, Pirates of Penzance and The Mikado.  Since he was doing so much singing for his high 
school, his mother insisted that he also sing in their church choir at the First Reformed Evangelical 
Church.

Dick complied with her request.  Because he had a bass voice, he sat at the back at the end of the row 
for practice.  Next to his chair was the pipe organ.  This was the beginning of another passion in Dick’s 
life.  He was smitten with the pipe organ – not as an organist but as an architect and mechanic of the 
organ.  He talked with everyone about it and read every book he could find on it.

His mother knew an organist who taught organ architecture at Carnegie Tech in Pittsburg, and Dick 
started taking classes in organ architecture.  Anytime a new organ was being installed in the area, Dick 
was there.

After graduation from High School in 1940, Dick attended Columbia University in New York City.   On 
December 7, 1941, he was with a group of college friends in Times Square.  They noticed everyone was 
looking toward the news ticker on the Flatiron Building.  The ticker had spelled out “JAPAN ATTACKS 
PEARL HARBOR.”  The next day, Dick enlisted as an Aviation Cadet in the Army Air Corps (now the 
US Air Force).

He received his basic flight training at Goodfellow Field, Texas, which is located near San Angelo, 
Texas.  One weekend, while Dick remained on base to bowl, he received a call from one of his buddies 
who had gone into San Angelo to a dance.  This friend had met a girl who had a friend with her.  He 
wanted Dick to join them at the dance.  Dick joined them, and the girl’s name was Odelia “Dee” 
Arons.  They were married after the war in 1946, and they had 2 children:  a son, Terry Richard, and a 
daughter, Pamala Sue. Dee died in 2015.  In 2016 Dick married Alta Selvey, an accomplished church 
organist and performer.
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After completing basic flight training, Dick was assigned to an airfield in 
England, and he began flying missions in a C-47 troop transport.  In addition 
to transporting paratroops, he delivered supplies to various MASH units in 
Europe and transporting severely wounded soldiers back to England on the 
return trip.  

As a paratrooper transport, he dropped members of the 82nd Airbourne 
Division over Sicily in the summer of 1943. He dropped paratroops over the 
southern part of France immediately before D-Day to distract and confuse 
the German forces. And immediately following D-Day, he began flying 
missions to drop paratroops behind lines in France. His last missions were on 
Operation Market Garden flying over the Nazi-occupied Netherlands. 

While in the Army Air Corps, he attended flight test school and flew P-51’s.  
At the end of the war, Captain Doverspike joined the reserves and eventually 
retired from the reserves with the rank of Lt. Colonel.

While stationed in England, Dick 
continued to study pipe organs.  Any 
time he had leave from the Army Air 
Corps, he was out examining pipe 
organs in churches and cathedrals.  
However, most of the large cathedral 
pipe organs in England had been 
dismantled to prevent destruction 
during the bombings.

After the war, Dick returned to Vandergrift and worked with his father for 2 
years.  Then, he came to Tulsa to attend the Spartan School of Aeronautics to 
receive a mechanic’s license with an eye to a flight engineer’s certificate in the 
future.

In 1951, American Airlines, which was then headquartered in New York City, 
was hiring mechanics.  Dick filed a job application listing his Spartan training 
but also included all his flight experience.  When interviewed, it was obvious 
the interviewer had read the entire application because Dick was offered a job 
as a pilot instead of a mechanic – which he accepted.  After flying the line for 
2 years, in 1953 he became American Airlines’ test pilot, a position he held 
until his retirement 30 years later in 1983.

In 1949 Dick was transferred to Tulsa by American Airlines, and he and Dee 
joined FUMC.  That brought Dick into contact with another pipe organ, the 
Parriott Organ.  Foster B. Parriott, a Tulsan and member of FUMC, was in the 
oil and gas business and a multi-millionaire.  In 1928, Parriott, and two other 
wealthy oil men, Waite Phillips and C. W. Titus, traveled by train to New York 
to buy the highest quality pipe organ at the time, an Aeolian, for their homes 
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in Tulsa.  While they were there, Mr. Parriott also ordered a much larger Aeolian pipe organ for FUMC.  
The cost of the pipe organ in 1928 was $75,000.  The equivalent cost in 2019 dollars is $1,125,311.40.  

In 1954, Jean Gentry Waits, the FUMC organist, advised Bruce Badger, the chairman of the Music 
Committee, of some problems with the organ, such as several slow notes.  Mr. Badger, aware that Dick 
was an organ architect, contacted Dick.  He advised Dick of the organist’s comments of difficulties 
encountered and asked Dick to inspect the organ and make recommendations to the Board of Trustees 
as to any necessary repairs and changes.    

Dick and Mrs. Waits proceeded to design major changes in the organ.  Then the question was who 
would make these changes.   Dick and Jean were given a very positive reference about the Schantz 
Company, a company based in Orville, Ohio.  It had recently re-constructed a similar Aeolian pipe 
organ at a church in Memphis.  Jean and Dick flew to Memphis to review the reconstruction and were 
impressed by the work.

Dick and Ms. Waits met with Schantz, and in 1956, Dick recommended to the FUMC Board of 
Trustees that Schantz perform the re-build of the pipe organ.  The Board of Trustees agreed to the re-
build, but Schantz could not begin work immediately.  The materials needed for organ pipes, lead and 
zinc, were unavailable because all supplies of lead and zinc were exhausted in WWII.  The combination 
of lead and zinc was known as “spotted metal.”  Due to this shortage, Schantz was unable to deliver 
the organ pipes until 1960.  At that time, Schantz completely re-built the organ and brought it up from 
1928 standards to 1960 standards.

The solo division was a requirement on earlier organs, but Schantz did not want to build a solo division 
for our organ.  Dick explained that a pipe organ is like a symphony orchestra.  They are both made up 
of sections like the string section, the woodwind section, the brass section.  Each section stands on its 
own, but they all must come together.  While Schantz did not want to re-build a solo division, Dick 
wanted to maintain it.  To resolve the issue, Schantz agreed to supply whatever Dick needed, but Dick 
would be responsible for building the solo division.  Dick built that portion of the organ over the next 
10 years, and it fit the Schantz re-build well.

When Mr. Parriott gifted FUMC with the organ in 1928, he also established a trust at First National 
Bank to maintain it.  Mr. Parriott lived until 1956, and he personally paid for all organ upkeep until his 
death.  Not a penny had been withdrawn from the Parriott Trust set up in 1928.  The principal of the 
trust increased greatly, and in 1980, it was far in excess of $1,000,000.  All expenses of the Parriott pipe 
organ subsequent to Mr. Parriott’s death have been paid out of the Parriott Trust.

When Schantz and Dick had completed their respective portions of the re-build of the pipe organ, it 
had 85 ranks.  In explanation, Dick said the piano has 88 keys and is limited to 88 strings.  The organ 
has 61 keys, and it therefore must have a minimum of 61 pipes.  But you’re not limited to one pipe for 
each key.  You can build additional pipes of varying differentiations for each key, and it changes their 
characteristics.  Those are called “ranks.”  The size of an organ is determined by the number of ranks it 
possesses.  
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Photo Right: Beginning in 
the background and coming 
forward are display, mixture, 
string, reed, and flute pipes in 
the North Chamber.  

Photo Below: Beginning in 
the background and coming 
forward are swell shades and 
string, reed, oboe, mixture and 
clarinet pipes.

Upon completion of the re-build in 1960, 
the Parriott Organ had 85 ranks.  That was 
an additional 10 ranks over the original 
organ purchased in 1928 by Mr. Parriott.  
Over the years since 1960, we have added 
a rank here and there until today, it’s at 
122 ranks.  Anything over 100 ranks is 
considered a large organ.  The organ’s 122 
ranks include a total of 6,795 individual 
pipes.  FUMC’s Parriott organ is one of the 
largest in Oklahoma.  In 2009, the console 
was digitalized and set up to handle 194 
ranks and more than 11,000 pipes.

By the time the 1960 re-build was 
completed, our pipe organ was old.  The 

average lifespan is about 30 
years.  The Parriott organ is 
now 91 years old.  Its current 
condition is a tribute to the 
Schantz re-building and the 
efforts of Dick Doverspike 
and Phil Judkins.  Dick and 
Phil have spent untold hours 
maintaining and repairing the 
organ.  Dick was  Curator fifty-
one years from 1953 to 2004 
and is now organ architect. Phil 
Judkins has been Curator since 
2004.
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CALENDAR
September 15-21 2019

SUNDAY
8:15 a.m. ....Adult Sunday School-Various Locations
9:30 ............Traditional Service-Sanctuary
9:30 ............Adult Sunday School-Various Locations
10:55 ..........Adult Sunday School-Various Locations
10:55 ..........Modern Service-Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. ...Junior High Social-Youth Wing
4:45 ............Bible Biz-MSLC
5:30 ............Bible Blast-Children’s Building
6:00 ............Pickleball-YFC Gym
MONDAY
7:00 a.m. ....REV+Flow-YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Senior Strength & Stretch-YFC Group Exercise Room
11:30 ..........YFC Members Only Basketball-YFC Gym
11:45 ..........Zumba-YFC Group Exercise Room
5:15 p.m. ...Finance Committee-YFC 201
5:30 ............Yoga Evening Flow-YFC Group Exercise Room
6:00 ............Church Council-Thomas Hall
6:35 ............Fall Basketball League-YFC Gym
TUESDAY
6:00 a.m. ....AM Basketball - YFC Gym
6:30 ............Strengthen Your Core - YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Early Learning Academy - Children’s Building
11:30 ..........YFC Members Rec Basketball - YFC Gym
11:40 ..........Basic Training - YFC Group Exercise Room
6:00 p.m. ...Celebrate Recovery Meal - MSLC
6:30 ............Prayer Time - Sanctuary
7:00 ............Celebrate Recovery Worship - Thomas Hall
WEDNESDAY
7:00 a.m. ....Rev+ Flow - YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Senior Strength & Stretch - YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Early Learning Academy - Children’s Building
10:00 ..........Prayer Card Ministry - Library
11:30 ..........YFC Members Only Basketball - YFC Gym
11:45 ..........Zumba - YFC Group Exercise Room
6:00 p.m. ...Youth Wednesday Nights - Youth Wing
6:30 ............Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
THURSDAY
6:00 a.m. ....AM Basketball - YFC Gym
6:30 ............Strengthen Your Core - YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Early Learning Academy - Children’s Building
11:30 ..........YFC Members Recreational Basketball - YFC Gym
11:30 ..........Overcoming Job Transition - Parker Hall
11:45 ..........Cardio Circuit - YFC Cycle Room
1:30 p.m. ...Pickleball - YFC Gym
6:30 ............Co-Addiction Support Group - 4th Floor Commons
6:35 ............Fall Basketball League - YFC Gym
FRIDAY
7:45 a.m. ....REFIT-YFC Group Exercise Room
9:00 ............Senior Strength & Stretch-YFC Group Exercise Room
11:30 ..........YFC Members Only Basketball-YFC Gym
11:45 ..........Zumba-YFC Group Exercise Room
SATURDAY
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FUMC LEARNING RESOURCES

Did you enjoy a particular Sunday school lesson and wish you had access to the 
material? Check out our online resources section at fumctulsa.org/media.

RESOURCES
FOUR WAYS TO GIVE AT FIRST!

You can give your tithes and offerings by giving online at fumctulsa.org/give, giving 
via text to 918.871.2010, by mailing your check to 1115 S Boulder Avenue, Tulsa, 
OK 74119, or giving in the Sunday offering plate.

PODCASTS

Subscribe to “FUMC Tulsa” and “First U Tulsa” on Apple Podcasts. These 
subscriptions will deliver Sunday’s messages and other teachings straight to your 
phone!

DIGITAL BULLETINS

When you come to church this Sunday, access your bulletin on the First Methodist 
app.  Find it under the “home” tab.  Digital bulletins help us reduce our printing 
and save money!

UPDATE YOUR RECORD ONLINE

Create an account at fumctulsa.infellowship.com (use the email on record with 
FUMC). You can update your address, check your giving statement, and register for 
FUMC events.

FIRST ON TV

Miss a service? Watch it the following Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  
on Cox Cable channels 9 and 1009, ATT UVerse 47, DISH 47, and antenna 47.1.
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