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MEET YOUR STAFF
Stephanie Thomas
Children’s Ministry Assistant

Stephanie Thomas is our Children’s 
Ministry Assistant and has been on 
the Children’s Ministry Staff for 3 
years.  Stephanie and her husband 
Ronnie have been married for 22 
years and have 2 kids (twins), Reese 
and Riley, age 11.  Her favorite thing 

about working in the children’s ministry is watching when God 
reveals His plan for the ministry and seeing the impact that it 
has.  She also  enjoys college football, gardening, and hanging 
out with family and friends. 

Our Hero Teachers have committed to teaching Sunday school at 9:30 
am every Sunday during the school year. Hero Teachers have a sidekick 
each week to assist them with the class. The Sidekick teachers sign up 
to help one Sunday a month and we’d love to extend the invitation for 
you to make a different in a kid’s life by being a Sidekick teacher. 

Follow this signup link, select a class and week, and we will contact 
you with further details. Thank you for helping our Hero Teachers!

HERO TEACHERS 
NEED SIDEKICKS!
HERO TEACHERS 
NEED SIDEKICKS!
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44aca92ca4ff2-spring


KIDS MOVIE NIGHT 
Friday, February 15th

Drop off 5:45 p.m.  |  Movie 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Kids 8 weeks to 5th grade welcome  |  Pizza will be served

If your child is not old enough for pizza, please pack a meal. 

Enter through 12th Street doors 

ENJOY AN EVENING OUT. 
WE’LL WATCH THE KIDS.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH

REGISTER HERE

Volunteer Training: Mark your calendars 
for our next Volunteer Training Sunday 
February 10th  from 9:30 a.m. to 10:40 
a.m. We will be in Thomas Hall. We will 
continue to look at the big picture items 
at First Kids as well as enjoy some tasty 
treats.

Kids will experience God's redeeming GRACE, God's great LOVE for 
them, and discover ways God asks us to GO share his love with others.
After the opening session each morning, 4th and 5th graders will have 
their own "big kid" experience called "VBX!"

REGISTER HERE

JULY 23-25, 2019
Tues-Thurs, 9am-12pm

3 Years through 5th Grade

Everyone needs a Sabbath. A time to recharge. Let us watch your 
kids for a few hours and give you an opportunity to refresh.
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https://fumctulsa.infellowship.com/UserLogin/Index?ReturnUrl=%2fForms%2f409089
https://fumctulsa.infellowship.com/UserLogin/Index?ReturnUrl=%2fForms%2f407462


This camp is a beginning for lifelong church friendships and 
an opportunity for Christ to be at the center of it all!

HOW DOES IT WORK?
By offering GRACE to all as we look deeply at what it means to be 
a Christ following friend.

By offering LOVE through games, hospitality, and radical fun for all.
And by GOING out into our schools and communities and 
offering friendship to all...even those who don’t know Christ.

WHO WILL YOU INVITE TO CAMP FRIENDSHIP THIS YEAR?
Mark your calendar today and plan to spend your summer 
with First Kids!

REGISTER HERE 

Mark your calendars for our next Volunteer Training 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH  |  9:30 A.M. - 10:40 A.M.  |  THOMAS HALL

We will continue to look at the big picture items at  
First Kids and enjoy some tasty treats.

Volunteer Training
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http://fumctulsa.infellowship.com/Forms/407368/Register


We think our Hero Teachers are the best thing since sliced bread and we 
think you will too! Each month, we’ll introduce you to a new Hero Teacher.

HERO TEACHER CLASS: First Grade

FAVORITE MOVIE: Currently, Rogue One

FAVORITE SNACK: Chips and salsa 

FAVORITE PART OF BEING A HERO TEACHER: Getting to hear the first 
graders ask questions about God and sharing about Jesus and how much 
he loves us. We also do jumping jacks and play musical chairs every so 
often and I love to see the kids get into it!
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HERO TEACHER

MEET A 

MARY-SUSAN 
DANKER-DAKE
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During our  annual fall training this past August, we developed a plan for inciting wonder and joy 
in our students as we share with them the Bible each Sunday morning. Our team met with many 
parents and had many conversations on how we would accomplish this goal of getting the entire 
Bible into our kids’ minds AND hearts before they move on to middle school. With a lot of prayer 
and some specific strategies, our team landed on a scope and sequence plan to get the entire Bible 
– Genesis through Revelation – on Sunday mornings.

We believe that the Bible is not a self-help book but truly a book about Jesus. Yes, even the Old 
Testament is set up to tell of His coming and His free gift of grace for us. Every Sunday we will work 
through the Bible to develop a pattern of storytelling and thought-provoking questions that help 
children discover the beauty of God’s stories in the Bible. We will learn how Jesus connects to each 
passage written in the Bible.

Our wonderful Hero Teachers are passionate about Jesus and storytelling. What a blessing for us who 
receive at First Kids! Raising a child up in faith is one of the greatest things we can do for our children 
(see Psalm 78:1-7). We hope that you will join us each and every Sunday morning for a new story in the 
Bible as well as a plan for how to connect Jesus to the stories your child hears and reads in the Bible.  
Here’s where we are in the Bible so far . . .

DEAR PARENTS,

NOAH AND THE ARK

Adam and Eve left the garden to start a life out in the world. Despite the grief of their sins, imagine their joy 
as their family grew. With each birth, maybe Eve hoped this son would be the one to end the curse of sin, to 
crush the head of the snake (Gen. 3:15). But Adam and Eve witnessed sin’s effects on their own children: Cain 
murdered Abel. Cain was not the Promised One, and neither was Abel.

Some time later, Eve gave birth to another son, Seth. Seth lived 912 years. He saw the earth’s population grow 
as God sustained generation after generation. Less than 20 years after his death, Seth’s sixth great-grandson 
Noah was born.

By this time—10 generations after Adam—people had stopped following God. Scripture describes a 
deplorable situation: “Human wickedness was widespread on the earth … every inclination of the human 
mind was nothing but evil all the time” (Gen. 6:5).

God decided to send a flood to cleanse the earth. He was right to punish this sin. The waters would cover the 
earth and destroy everything. God graciously chose to save one man and his family, so he warned Noah about 
the flood and told him to build an ark.

Noah believed God’s warning about the coming judgment. He obediently worked to build the ark. But the work 
took years, and Noah likely faced ridicule from his friends and neighbors. Was Noah crazy, building a boat 
where there was no water?

Finally, God’s judgment came. Floodwaters covered the earth. Every living thing was destroyed, but Noah and 
his family were safe inside the ark. God rescued Noah’s family—the family His own Son would be born into. 
God rescued Noah and his family from the flood. The story of Noah points ahead to a greater rescue. God’s 
Son, Jesus—the only perfectly righteous One—came to take the punishment for our sin. By trusting in Him, 
we are saved from the punishment our sin deserves.

As you share this story with your kids, remind them that Jesus would warn of God’s coming judgment too, but 
instead of condemning the world, Jesus would give up His life to rescue sinners.

-BRANDON CROSS
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR



BRANDON CROSS
Children’s Ministry Director 
BrandonCross@fumctulsa.org

REV. COURTNEY WESTFALL 
Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
CourtneyWestfall@fumctulsa.org

STEPHANIE THOMAS
Children’s Ministry Assistant 
StephanieThomas@fumctulsa.org

STAFF DIRECTORY
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1115 S. Boulder Ave.  |  Tulsa, OK 74119
918.592.3862

FOR FUTURE INFORMATION ON ALL THAT IS GOING 
ON AT FUMC PLEASE CHECK FUMCTULSA.ORG/NEWS


