Priority: Fellowship
Acts 2:42
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.

I. Understand the __________________ of fellowship.
A. Fellowship comes from the Greek word koinonia which means
“share.”
B. There are four aspects of Christians fellowship (Christian
“sharing”).
1. As a Christian you share in Christ.
1 John 1:3
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

2. As a Christian you share in the work of Christ.
Philippians 1:5
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.

3. As a Christian you should share truth with other believers.
4. As a Christian you should share materially with other believers.
Acts 2:44–45
44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.

Romans 12:13
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

2 Corinthians 9:13
By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others,

Hebrews 13:16
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

II. Understand the ___________________ of our
fellowship.
A. Objectively, a Christian is in union with Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:9
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Ephesians 5:30
because we are members of his body.

1 John 1:3
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

B. Subjectively, a Christian pursues communion with Christ (abiding in
the vine)
John 15:1–11
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be full.

III. Understand the necessity of fellowship for showing the
________________ of the ________________.
Philippians 1:27
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for
the faith of the gospel,

Philippians 2:1–2
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any
affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind.

Ephesians 4:1–3
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Romans 1:16
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Romans 12:1–2
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:4–6
4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;

Romans 12:9–17
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve
the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs
of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.

1 Thessalonians 2:10–12
10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you
believers. 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you and
encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom
and glory.

Romans 15:5–7
5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

Do you have questions/comments about Crossway’s
priority of fellowship you would like to discuss with a
pastor?

** We want to answer your questions! Notes you make in this box at the end of each section can
help jog your memory on things to bring up when you meet with a pastor as part of Crossway’s
membership process **

