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E B C  M e s s e n g e r  

Upcoming Events 
 

May 9th  
Mother’s Day 

 
May 15-16 

Women’s Weekend 
 

May 23rd 
Pentecostal Sunday 

 
May 31st 

Memorial Day 
 

May 13th Graduate’s Day 
 

June 14-18  
Vacation Bible School  

Youth Revival 
 

June 19th 
Elite Ladies of Beloit 
YWCA Rock County 

Virtual Juneteenth Celebration 
 

June 20th Father’s Day 

 From the Desk of the  Pastor  

Hello Emmanuel & Friends…what a joy it is to greet 
you and to introduce myself for the first time to some 
of you! I am grateful and humbled for this opportuni-
ty to be your pastor. This was certainly the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvelous in our eyes.  I will continue 
to avail myself to you face-to-face, virtually, or via 
social media so that you can become more acquaint-
ed with me and my family. 
 
As we embark on the 104th Church Anniversary, I 
pray that we are poised to celebrate the history and 

horizon of Emmanuel despite the pandemic.  Birthdays, milestones, and anni-
versaries seem to be more meaningful on this side of Covid.  Our committee 
has put together an awesome schedule of events to mark this occasion on 
Sunday, April 25.  A drive-thru dinner will take place that afternoon at 1:00 
PM.  Lady Veronica and I will be there on the curb to meet and greet you in 
your cars.  We are thankful for your support and encouragement as many of 
you continue to take precautions while awaiting vaccination.  We appreciate 
you connecting during the broadcasts and through prayer.  We look forward 
to the day that we can fully reassemble as one body in one place 
POJ 

CLEAR THE CLUTTER:  Emotional, Physical and Spiritual 

• Clean out the hidden areas of your life (garage, car, trunk, closets) 
• Write an apology letter to a family member or friend. 
• Write a letter to your loved one who has passed. 
• Organize that “junk” drawer. 
• Clean out your closets and take gently worn or unworn clothes, coats, and 

shoes to a local charity shop. 
• Send someone who inspires you a message of appreciation. 
• Own up to a mistake that you made but have never admitted it.  i.e. could 

have been a better parent/child/caretaker of my parents/sibling/more 
faithful member. 

• Salvage a friendship/relationship/courtship that has run its course and is 
no longer productive.  (You’ll never meet the right people while the 
wrong people remain in that place). 

• Visit a loved one’s grave site or online obituary…and cry and let it out. 
 

 

1. 

(608) 362-0562  (608) 362-0500 Fax 
 www.emmanuelbaptistbeloit.org 

Emmanuel Baptist Church          @EmmanuelEBC1151 

Newsletter Staff 

Patricia Foster – Editor 
 

Linda Ward – Publisher 
 

Francine Hinchen – Reporter 
 

OJ Newburn, Sr. –Pastor 
        
    

http://www.emmanuelbaptistbeloit.org/


2. 

New Senior Pastor for EBC  
 

 

Pastor Orienthal  J. Newburn has been called and has accepted the posi-
tion of Senior Pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church.  The pastoral search 
committee prayerfully and diligently accepted the challenge and present-
ed Pastor Newburn for acceptance by EBC.  Pastor OJ was installed as 
EBC’s senior pastor on Sunday, March 21, 2021, but started bringing 
powerful Sunday messages and Wednesday bible classes on January 31, 
traveling to Wisconsin when weather permitted.  When not possible to 
get here, he led services virtually from his home. 
 
Pastor OJ grew up in a family of preachers and during the beginning of 
his senior year of high school the call to ministry was accepted at the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church in North Little Rock, AR.   
 
Pastor OJ is the second oldest of five boys, born on Friday, March 11, 
1977, in Little Rock, AR, to Rev. Alvin and Linda Newburn.  He was 
graduated from Little Rock Central High School in May, 1995, and later 
attended Henderson State University and the University of Arkansas-

Little Rock, studying political science and criminal justice.  Pastor OJ received a master of religious educa-
tion in theology at Gospel Ministry Outreach Theological Institute in Houston, TX, and is currently enrolled 
in seminary working on a master of divinity at Winebrenner Theological Seminary in Findlay, OH.  His life 
was greatly influenced by his parents, Sunday school teachers, extended family, and many mentors and spir-
itual fathers. 
 
Initially, Pastor OJ was referred to the position at EBC by his cousin, the Reverend Kerry Newburn, pastor 
of Bethel Baptist Church of Rockford, IL.  Pastor OJ was fine and satisfied serving where he was - at the 
Macedonia Baptist Church in Texarkana, Tx. - and declined the offer to apply.  One day soon after, he was 
traveling to referee a game and was 30 miles away and directly behind a car with Wisconsin license plates.  
When he passed this car, the next car in line also had Wisconsin plates.  This seemed to nudge him to get an 
application and fill it out. The rest is history. 
 
He is looking forward to bringing everybody back to church post-Covid, to be able to worship in one place 
without health concerns or safety issues, especially a lot of elderly people who are prevented from attending 
services.  He wants to unite members, and will be proud to work for the betterment of the community.  He is 
looking forward to working with men, women, and youth with many activities, including bible quiz bowls.  
Pastor OJ is looking forward to establishing himself in this community, state and region. 
 
Pastor OJ loves interacting with his wife, Veronica, and sons, OJ, Jr. and Landyn.  His hobbies include blog-
ging online on current news or sports, men’s fashion, etiquette, traveling, playing dominoes and spades.  He 
loves college sports and officiates basketball games, along with researching topics on anatomy and physiolo-
gy, love and relationships.  He is a proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc. fraternity and is a certified bill-
ing and coding specialist.  He is employed as an adjunct instructor in medical insurance, billing & coding. 
 
Pastor Newburn, we the members of Emmanuel Baptist Church welcome you and your wife, Veronica, and 
are looking forward to a smooth transition into the direction God has given you. 
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 EBC Gains a Centenarian  
 

 
 
Mother Evelyn Williams reached the great milestone of 100 years old on Feb-
ruary 1st .   Mother Williams was born in 1921 in Buena Vista, MS.  Her 
mother died when she was 10 years old and she became the caregiver for her 
five siblings until they were split up and sent to live with various relatives 
and friends.   She attended Mary Holmes Seminary and later married the late 
Curtis C. Williams.  At the time of Mr. Williams’ death, they had been mar-
ried for over 50 years and were the parents of six children: Adolphus,       
Paulella (deceased), Lossie, Patricia, Kenneth (deceased), and Francine. 
 
In 1950 the family moved to Beloit to obtain a better life.  Curtis worked at 
Fairbanks Morse until he retired and Evelyn took a job as a housekeeper at 
the Hilton Hotel (which is now offices of the Beloit Daily News), planning to 
work only until Christmas of that year.   37 years later, she retired from the 
Hilton. 
 
The family joined New Zion Baptist Church in Beloit and worshipped there 
for over 50 years.  She sang in the choir, was a member of the Matrons minis-
try, and was a Mother of the church.  She joined Emmanuel Baptist Church 
approximately 15 years ago and was then placed on the Mothers’ Board by 

Rev. Floyd Prude, Jr.  She was an avid fundraiser for the Rock County OIC Auxiliary and each year was the 
top money raiser for the OIC Walk-A-Thon. 
 
Mother Williams loves spending time with her children, her 16 grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren, 41 great
-great grandchildren and four great-great-great grandchildren (making her family one of six generations).  She 
loves to play board games – dominoes, scrabble, po-ke-no, cards.   She often brought her scrabble board to 
Emmanuel’s tutoring sessions to play with the children, thereby helping them with their spelling.  She loves to 
play games and enters contests on her GrandPad. 
 
Mother Williams was always a great cook; she loved to make baked goods for children and anyone who 
showed an appreciation for her cooking.  She is also an avid reader, reading bible devotionals and Bible scrip-
tures every morning and mainly biographies of people such as Barack and Michelle Obama, Joe Biden, Trevor 
Noah, Hillary Clinton, Stacey Abrams, etc. 
 
Her birthday plans for a 100-car drive-by was cancelled because of inclement weather; however, she did re-
ceive over 100 birthday cards.  She’s not done because she says she will be celebrating all year. She received a 
citation of commendation by the legislature of the State of Wisconsin and also an official proclamation from 
the City of Beloit  proclaiming February 1, 2021 as EVELYN KENDRICKS WILLIAMS DAY in the city of 
Beloit, Wisconsin.  She is now recuperating from a fall in early February.  She misses everyone and is looking 
forward to joining all soon in the sanctuary. 
 
Mother loves the Lord and her favorite scripture:  Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me”. 
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EBC YOUTH BLACK HISTORY PRESENTATION 
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EBC YOUTH BLACK HISTORY PRESENTATION 
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INSTALLATION OF PASTOR ORIENTHAL J. NEWBURN  

Pastor O.J. Newburn was installed as senior pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist Church on Sunday, March 21, 
2021.  The 10:00 a.m. service was held in the Fellowship Hall of EBC., with Pastor O.J.’s older brother, Alvin 
S. Newburn II of the Polk Chapel Baptist Church in Yorktown, AR., bringing the message.  Message for af-
ternoon service at 3:00 p.m., held at New Zion Baptist Church, was brought by Bishop Kenneth L. Robinson, 
Sr., of the Antioch FG Baptist Church of Little Rock, AR.  Also attending one or both of the services were the 
following pastors:  Marlon Mack of Sweet Home Baptist Church of Gary, IN; James Ivy of New Zion Baptist 
Church of Beloit, WI; Elder Dorothy Martin of First Liberty Baptist Church of Little Rock, AR;  Kerry New-
burn of Bethel Baptist Church of Rockford, IL. and Robert Hearns of Community Baptist Church of So. 
Beloit, IL. 
 
The morning message came from Matthew 14:13-21, and focus was “A Heart For The Hungry”.  Pastor Alvin 
focused on the marriage that is about to take place between Emmanuel and Pastor O.J.  He urged us to be re-
minded that there are people who are physically, emotionally, psychologically, spiritually, financially dis-
tressed and worried about things of life.  Like Jesus had a heart for the hungry when he fed the multitude with 
two fish and five barley loaves, we the collective body of Christ must also have a heart for the hungry.  Like 
this parable indicated, the message should be, “If you’re hungry you can come to me.”  To have a heart for the 
hungry, we must have unbiased compassion, get among the people, have unwavering resources, and put it all 
in the Lord’s hands. 
 
The afternoon’s message came from Genesis 22:1-5 and was focused on “How to Fulfill Your Assignment”.  
Bishop Robinson emphatically informed Emmanuel that we’ve been blessed to have Pastor O.J.  He loves the 
Lord, listens to the Lord, leans on the Lord and learns from the Lord.  He added that Lady Veronica is a pow-
erful gift to him and to EBC.  We don’t realize how much is in store for our congregation. 
 
We all have received an assignment from God, along with a series of tailor-made tests in our lives.  These 
tests are to bring out the best in us.  Because of our tests we are stronger, wiser and better.  He continued that 
to complete your assignment you must:  know God’s voice; obey what God tells you to do; have confidence 
in God; and trust God’s anointing.  God has the power, authority and ability and will provide.  You must com-
municate with God. 
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Rev. James Ivy then charged the EBC family and they voiced acceptance to the following:  to pray for the 
Pastor and his family; to be patient with the Pastor; to participate with Pastor by following His example; and 
to keep the promises we’ve made.  Pastor Newburn has a new vision for EBC and we must have confidence 
in his leadership.  1 Timothy 2 informs us that God has sent us a new pastor, not simply as a result of our 
search and selection process.  We prayed to and trusted God to fulfill His will for EBC.  Remember, he is a 
gift from God.  Ephesians 4 states that Christ gives pastors to equip His people for work or service.  He is not 
an employee hired by the church as the hired hand in John 10 is not the shepherd.  God gives us pastors as his 
under shepherd – not a door mat to wipe your feet on when you disagree.  We should be active participants in 
following him as he follows Christ. 
 
Pastor Marlon Mack offered the charge to Pastor OJ, to shepherd the flock of God among you according to 
the will of God.  He charged him to always exalt the savior, equip the saints and evangelize sinners in his 
walk, his work and his words.   There’s a plan in place for pastoring Emmanuel Baptist Church. 
 
Elder Martin spoke words of encouragement to Lady Veronica.  She stated that God has already prepared her 
for anything she needs.  She asked her to stay humble, keep a listening ear and follow the voice of God. 
 
All the pastors laid hands on Pastor Newburn while being led in prayer by Pastor Hearns. 
 
Remarks made by Lorrie May, chair of the pastor search committee, Deacon board co-chair, Booker Street 
and a presentation made from EBC to Pastor O.J. by Deacon Howard Richie. 

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR ORIENTHAL 
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2nd Quarter Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Vaccine eligibility wide open by April 19. 

All adult Americans should be eligible for a 
COVID-19 vaccine by April 19, President Joe 
Biden said on April 6 at the White House. 
Biden’s new direction to the states updates his 
earlier request that they make all U.S. adults 
eligible for a vaccine by May 1. Biden attribut-
ed the ability to move the eligibility date up by 
two weeks to getting enough vaccine supply, 
creating more places to get vaccinated and en-
listing more people to provide the vaccina-
tions. The administration had already an-
nounced that by April 19, 90 percent of all 
Americans would live within 5 miles of a vac-
cination site and 40,000 pharmacies would 
provide vaccines.  

 

CDC study:  

Pfizer, Moderna vaccines effective.  

The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines 
are effective in preventing COVID-19 infec-
tions, based on a CDC study of about 4,000 
health care workers, first responders and other 
essential workers between Dec. 14 and March 
13. The study found that both vaccines re-
duced the risk of infection by 80 percent after 
one shot and by 90 percent 14 days after the 
second dose  

https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2021/covid-vaccines-prove-effective.html
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2021/covid-vaccines-prove-effective.html
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2021/covid-vaccines-prove-effective.html
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Puzzle 1: Names of God 
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