
  Life Explored 5. THE FULFILLING GOD 

 

What are you hoping will bring you fulfillment in life? John 4:6-14 
 

Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, 
sat down by the well. It was about noon.7 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, Jesus said toher, "Will you give me 
a drink?" 8. (His disciples had gone into 
the town to buy food.) 

6 在那里有雅各井；耶稣因走路困乏，

就坐在井旁。那时约有午正。 

7   有一个撒马利亚的妇人来打水。耶

稣对她说：“请你给我水喝。”8 （那时

门徒进城买食物去了。） 

 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You 
are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?" (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

9 撒马利亚的妇人对他说：“你既是犹太

人，怎么向我一个撒马利亚妇人要水喝

呢？”原来犹太人和撒马利亚人没有来

往。 

 
10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the 
gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water." 

10 耶稣回答说：“你若知道 神的恩赐，

和对你说‘给我水喝’的是谁，你必早求

他，他也必早给了你活水。” 

11 "Sir," the woman said, "you have 
nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12 
Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?" 

11 妇人说：“先生，没有打水的器具，

井又深，你从哪里得活水呢？ 12 我们

的祖宗雅各将这井留给我们，他自己和

儿子并牲畜也都喝这井里的水，难道你

比他还大吗？” 

13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water give them 
will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.' 

13 耶稣回答说：“凡喝这水的还要再

渴；  

14 人若喝我所赐的水就永远不渴。我

所赐的水要在他里头成为泉源，直涌到

永生。” 

 
Samaritan |撒马利亚人 From Samaria. Jews and Samaritans hated each other. 

Jacob 雅各 |Abraham's grandson. 

Eternal life |永生 Perfect, sinless life that lasts forever in the joyful presence of God. 

 
• We're richer than we've ever been - we have more leisure time, more freedom and 

more opportunity yet many of us feel less fulfilled than ever. Why? 

Are we fullfilled, (satisfied) with Life? 
 
Many of us seek fulfillment (满足,  充实的心 everywhere except where we were 

designed to find it: in God himself. 
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After a short time, most sources of fulfillment don't satisfy us. They weren't intended to. 
'All our dreams turn out false."  

• In the Old Testament, God shows himself to be "the spring of living water". This 
means he is the one who satisfies our deepest thirst for fulfillment. 

 
• if we go to a dream  school or job, we also have new problems that go with the increased 
level of responsibility! (More responsibilities = more pressure.) 

• we make money but many more people try to borrow it. Or cheat or steal 
•  we marry the person of our dreams, but find it hard to work through problems with 

them. 
• we move to Holland and find loneliness and new study difficulties.  

 
In the New Testament, Jesus identifies himself in the same way: "Whoever drinks the water 
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life" (John 4:14). 
 
Life has many phases - Will these phases give you satisfaction?  
 

God has given me the love, strength and wisdom to keep going with joy 
and satisfaction through all the phases of life! 

 
He will do the same to you? 
 

Luke 15:14-32 Which son finds satisfaction? 
 
In the first part of the story a son left home to find happiness by enjoying the pleasures of life. 
However, his money was gone and so were his “friends”. 酒肉朋友 

 
14 "After he had spent everything, there 
was a severe famine in that whole country, 
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went 
and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with 
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 
one gave him anything. 

4 既耗尽了一切所有的，又遇着那地

方大遭饥荒，就穷苦起来。 15 于是

去投靠那地方的一个人；那人打发他

到田里去放猪。 16 他恨不得拿猪所

吃的豆荚充饥，也没有人给他。  
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17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 
'How many of my father's hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving 
to death! 18 will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19 | am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make 
me like one of your hired servants.' 20 So he 
got up and went to his father. 
 
But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms round him and kissed him. 
 
21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.' 
22 "But the father said to his servants, 
'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let's have a feast and celebrate.  
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.' So they 
began to celebrate. 

17 他醒悟过来，就说：‘我父亲有多少

的雇工，口粮有余，我倒在这里饿死吗？ 

18 我要起来，到我父亲那里去，向他说：

父亲！ 我得罪了天，又得罪了你； 19 从

今以后，我不配称为你的儿子，把我当

作一个雇工吧！’ 20 于是起来，往他父

亲那里去。 

 
 
 
相离还远，他父亲看见，就动了慈心，

跑去抱着他的颈项，连连与他亲嘴。  

 
 
21 儿子说：‘父亲！ 我得罪了天，又得

罪了你；从今以后，我不配称为你的儿

子。’  

 
22 父亲却吩咐仆人说：‘把那上好的袍

子快拿出来给他穿；把戒指戴在他指头

上；把鞋穿在他脚上； 23 把那肥牛犊

牵来宰了，我们可以吃喝快乐；  

24 因为我这个儿子是死而复活，失而又

得的。’他们就快乐起来。  

Questions, part 1 
 
1. If you were in the younger brother's position in verses 17-19, what kind of response 
would you be expecting from your father? What's surprising about the father's response in 
verse 20? 
 
2. The father forgives his son. But he does much more than that. Given that the father in the 
story represents God, how else do we see God's lavish goodness reflected in verses 22-25? 
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25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he 
came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 
So he called one of the servants and asked him what 
was going on. 27 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 
'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he 
has him back safe and sound.' 28 "The older brother 
became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 
out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his 
father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you 
and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 
me even a young goat so I could celebrate with  a my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes 
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 
31 "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, 
and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to 
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 

25 那时，大儿子正在田里。他回来，离家不远，听见

作乐跳舞的声音，26 便叫过一个仆人来，问是什么事。 

27 仆人说：‘你兄弟来了；你父亲因为得他无灾无病

地回来，把肥牛犊宰了。’ 28 大儿子却生气，不肯进

去；他父亲就出来劝他。 29 他对父亲说：‘我服事你

这多年，从来没有违背过你的命，你并没有给我一只

山羊羔，叫我和朋友一同快乐。 30 但你这个儿子和

娼妓吞尽了你的产业，他一来了，你倒为他宰了肥牛

犊。’  

 
 
 
 
31 父亲对他说：‘儿啊！ 你常和我同在，我一切所有

的都是你的；32 只是你这个兄弟是死而复活、失而又

得的，所以我们理当欢喜快乐。’” 

 

Questions, part 2 
 
 
3. The older brother thinks of himself as a very good person who always obeys his father 
(verse 29). What kind of person does that turn him into? (See verses 28-30.) 
 
4. The father tells the older brother in verse 31, "You are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours". Although the older brother already knows this, he's still angry (verses 28-30). 
Clearly his father's love isn't enough for him. As his sense of fulfilment isn't rooted in his 
father's love, where is it rooted? 
 
5. At the beginning of the story, where does the younger brother look for fulfillment? By the 
end of the story, where does he find it? 
 
6. Both brothers needed the father's forgiveness: one for his immorality and one for his 
"morality". What do we learn from the younger brother about how to approach God? And 
what do we learn from the older brother about how not to approach God? 
 
7. (If time) What has been most striking for you during this session? 
 


