
The Art of Neighboring: Week 1 - Engaging Lostness 
Open in Prayer 

Welcome/Introductions/Cast Vision  

Remind the small group of the ground rules 

Share context/summary of the story [Provide context by sharing the information below.] 

In the Great Commission, Jesus commanded us to make disciples of all nations, baptize them, 
and teach them to obey all that He commanded. In this passage in Luke, we learn that the 
mission of the seventy-two was the same as it is today for the followers of Jesus. Jesus 
encouraged His disciples to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit as they engaged lostness 
and ministered to the people they encountered. 

Tell the story: Luke 10:1-20 [Have someone tell the story.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Rebuild the story [Group members tell the story together based on what they remember.] 

Read the story out loud [Read the scripture passage to see if anything was added or omitted.] 

Discuss these questions: 

1. What do we learn about God from this passage? [God longs for people to enjoy an intimate and 
personal relationship with Him (2 Peter 3:9); God provided salvation to a lost world through Jesus Christ (John 
3:16); God calls us to pray for the spiritual harvest and the spreading of His kingdom; Jesus was a friend of 
sinners (Matthew 11:19); God warns us that we will face opposition to the mission; God supplies all our needs 
according to His riches in glory (Philippians 4:19); Jesus transforms the lives of those who accept Him; etc.] 

2. What do we learn about Man/Us from this passage? [I can become too wrapped up and busy 
with my own life to care about those perishing without Christ; I do not regularly pray for the spiritual harvest; 
I should expect opposition and rejection as I share the gospel; I should let my light shine before men that 
they see my good works and glorify the Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16); God commands me to be a disciple 
maker; I need to be sensitive and obedient to the leadership of the Holy Spirit in my life; etc.] 

3. What is God saying to you specifically through this passage as it pertains to your life, 
marriage, family, and work?  

4. In light of what you’ve learned today, what do you need to do to obey God? 

Other questions specific to this passage: 

1. It has been said that good news isn’t good news if it doesn’t get there in time. How do 
we lose our sense of urgency in sharing our faith? What can we do to restore the urgency? 

2. How can we shake off our apathy and develop a burden to pray for the harvest? 

Assign next week’s passage: Luke 10:25-37 [Ask someone to tell the story next week.] 

Close in prayer 



The Art of Neighobring: Week 1 - Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this page is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week, we will 
include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your small 
group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Leading [Learn to facilitate your group more effectively.] 

As you spend more time in your small group, pay attention to your “quiet ones.” Often, those 
with a more introverted personality will not be the first to respond, but when they’re given 
time to respond, these individuals will add depth to the discussion. Consider asking them 
specific questions or allowing more prolonged silences between questions to provide them 
with the opportunity to contribute. 

Shepherding [Leaders must know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, and protect the sheep.] 

Prayer is vital. Ask your group members to name one specific request for the upcoming week. 
Write these down and take a few moments to pray for a few of these each day until your small 
group meets again. 

Developing [Each of us must personally grow as a disciple.] 

Read Galatians 5:16-21: “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

Notice that Paul contrasts the working of the flesh and the Spirit. The flesh refers to our sinful 
nature that rebels against God’s ways. In contrast to this, the Spirit is life in harmony with God. 
We live in this tension between the flesh’s rebellious nature and the Spirit’s drawing us to the 
Father. This week, personally live out this verse, “walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out 
the desires of the flesh.” Don’t focus on your struggles; rather, follow the Spirit of God in 
obedience, and allow Him to transform you. 

 
 

 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 2 - The Good Samaritan 
Open in prayer 

Welcome/Introductions/Cast Vision  

Remind the small group of the ground rules 

Share context/summary of the story [Provide context by sharing the information below.] 

This passage begins with an expert in the Old Testament law asking Jesus a question about 
how to inherit eternal life. Jesus reminded him of what was written in the law and then 
proceeded with the parable of the Good Samaritan. The Jewish people despised the 
Samaritans. Jesus, by sharing how the disliked Samaritan took care of the wounded traveler, 
gave His audience a clear example of what it means to truly “love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Tell the story: Luke 10:25-37 [Have someone tell the story.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Rebuild the story [Group members tell the story together based on what they remember.] 

Read the story out loud [Read the scripture passage to see if anything was added or omitted.] 

Discuss these questions: 

1. What do we learn about God from this passage? [God saves us by His grace, not by our good 
works; God commands us to love Him wholeheartedly; God commands us to love others as He loves us (John 
15:12); God calls us to be generous and willing to share (1 Timothy 6:18); God not only sees our actions but 
also knows the motives behind them (Acts 15:8); God rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into His kingdom; God does not show favoritism (Romans 2:11); etc.] 

2. What do we learn about Man/Us from this passage? [I can often feel the tension between being 
a listener of God’s Word but not a doer of God’s Word; I can only minister to others effectively when I am 
abiding in my personal relationship with Jesus; I am often too self-focused to be concerned by the needs of 
others; I can sometimes boast in my good efforts or works; I can be afraid to engage and befriend the lost 
because of what it might cost me in return; etc.] 

3. What is God saying to you specifically through this passage as it pertains to your life, 
marriage, family, and work?  

4. In light of what you’ve learned today, what do you need to do to obey God? 

Other questions specific to this passage: 

1. God calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves. As you think of your neighbors, friends, 
and co-workers, what are intentional ways you can minister to their specific needs?  

2. Which character do you most identify with in the story? Why? 

Assign next week’s passage: Luke 10:38-42 [Ask someone to tell the story next week.] 

Close in prayer 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 2 - Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this page is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week, we will 
include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your small 
group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Leading [Learn to facilitate your group more effectively.] 

Expectation is everything! Does your small group have understood expectations? Do your 
people feel there is an expectation for them to attend on a weekly basis? Is it expected that 
they have read the passage before small group every week? Do they understand the 
importance of participating, both inside and outside of group?  

Shepherding [Leaders must know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, and protect the sheep.] 

Discipleship isn’t a secret mission. Discipleship comes from a mutual relationship. Be sure to sit 
down with those in your small group who you are personally discipling. Discuss where they see 
themselves spiritually and set up some goals for them (personal time with God, praying with 
their spouse, devotions with their children, tithe, tackle a particular sin, commit to the “next 
step” of obedience, etc.). 

Developing [Each of us must personally grow as a disciple.] 

Remind yourself this week of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in your life. Read the 
following passages and pray that you will simply be a vessel that the Holy Spirit uses to lead 
your small group. 

• John 16:13-15 - Jesus explains to His disciples what they can expect from the Holy Spirit 
when He comes. 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will 
not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 
disclose to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will 
disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore, I said that He takes 
of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 

• 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - As a disciple of Jesus, I am a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a 
price; therefore, glorify God in your body.” 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 3 - Jesus’ Visit 
Open in prayer 

Welcome/Introductions/Cast Vision  

Remind the small group of the ground rules 

Share context/summary of the story [Provide context by sharing the information below.] 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is followed by this short story. While Jesus was on His way 
to Jerusalem, Martha invited Him into her home. While Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet, Martha 
was busy preparing the meal. A frustrated Martha asks Jesus to rebuke Mary and make her 
join in the preparations. Jesus’ gentle yet firm response to Martha encourages her to not fall 
into the trap of doing what is good at the expense of doing what is best. 

Tell the story: Luke 10:38-42 [Have someone tell the story.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Rebuild the story [Group members tell the story together based on what they remember.] 

Read the story out loud [Read the scripture passage to see if anything was added or omitted.] 

Discuss these questions: 

1. What do we learn about God from this passage? [God desires an intimate and personal 
relationship with us; God commands us to love others as He loves us (John 15:12); God not only sees our 
actions but also knows the motives behind them; out of an abiding relationship with God, He gives His 
disciples the strength and joy to serve others faithfully (John 15:5, Gal. 5:22-23); God encourages us to fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, so we won’t grow weary and lose heart (Hebrews 12:1-3); etc.] 

2. What do we learn about Man/Us from this passage? [I can easily fall back into the trap of trying 
to earn my salvation by performing good works; I can place my personal convictions on others and judge 
them; I can complain to God when others don’t do what I think they should; I can let the good things in my 
life distract me from what is best; my weariness in service can often lead me to begin pointing fingers at 
others; my busyness can cause me to miss out on spending time with Jesus; etc.] 

3. What is God saying to you specifically through this passage as it pertains to your life, 
marriage, family, and work?  

4. In light of what you’ve learned today, what do you need to do to obey God? 

Other questions specific to this passage: 

1. Which of these women do you tend to be most like? Are there some good things in your 
life that are keeping you from the “main thing”? What changes do you need to make? 

2. How can you live at a pace that allows you to be available to those around you? 

Assign next week’s passage: Luke 19:1-10 [Ask someone to tell the story next week.] 

Close in prayer 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 3 - Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this page is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week, we will 
include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your small 
group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Leading [Learn to facilitate your group more effectively.] 

It has been said that true leaders are servants who die to themselves so others may flourish. 
Transparency and authenticity will take your small group deeper than almost anything else you 
can do as a leader. Transparency can be uncomfortable and scary. It really is a sacrificial act on 
your part, but the gospel makes it okay to talk about our struggles. Be transparent and 
vulnerable when leading your small group this week, and see where God leads and what He 
does through you! 

Shepherding [Leaders must know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, and protect the sheep.] 

Just as sacrifice is an important leadership quality inside the group, it is also imperative 
outside of the small group. There will come a time in your small group when someone will have 
a need that will cost you something (time, energy, money). You must be willing to put yourself 
aside for the sake of the gospel. Is there a need in your small group that you have been 
avoiding because you weren’t willing to make that sacrifice?   

Developing [Each of us must personally grow as a disciple.] 

Jesus Christ walked the earth as an example of how we should lead. He led sacrificially and 
specifically as He endured the cross. He faced the cross because of the joy set before Him, 
and that joy was us. We are not wired to be selfless, so we can only lead sacrificially if we keep 
Christ and His sacrifice at the forefront of all we do. 
 
This week, meditate on Romans 5:8: 

“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 

 
Pray that our love for others would not be merely lip service. Pray that we would indeed 
demonstrate that love to others as Jesus has graciously demonstrated His love toward us. 

 

 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 4 - Zacchaeus 
Open in prayer 

Welcome/Introductions/Cast Vision  

Remind the small group of the ground rules 

Share context/summary of the story [Provide context by sharing the information below.] 

Entering Jericho, Jesus invited Himself to the home of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a tax 
collector. Tax collectors were despised not only because of their association with Rome but 
also because many of them were corrupt. As Jesus often did, He took the first step in reaching 
out to Zacchaeus who promptly repented of his sin and received salvation. Jesus’ interaction 
with this outsider further emphasized His mission to seek and to save the lost. 

Tell the story: Luke 19:1-10 [Have someone tell the story.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Rebuild the story [Group members tell the story together based on what they remember.] 

Read the story out loud [Read the scripture passage to see if anything was added or omitted.] 

Discuss these questions: 

1. What do we learn about God from this passage? [God loves us extravagantly and desires an 
intimate and personal relationship with us; God provided salvation for us through Jesus (John 3:16); Jesus 
came to seek and to save the lost (verse 10); no one is beyond the grace of God; God’s love transforms the 
lives of those who encounter it; God knows everything about us (Psalm 139); Jesus didn't see Zacchaeus as a 
distraction unworthy of His time; Jesus called sinners to repentance (Luke 5:32); etc.] 

2. What do we learn about Man/Us from this passage? [My pride prevents me from confessing my 
sin to God and others; my repentance can often be insincere and half-hearted; I can seek significance in 
money and possessions over my relationship with God; I let small obstacles prevent me from living fully for 
Jesus; I need to make adjustments in my life in order to be on mission with Jesus; I can write people off, 
thinking that God can’t reach and transform them; etc.] 

3. What is God saying to you specifically through this passage as it pertains to your life, 
marriage, family, and work?  

4. In light of what you’ve learned today, what do you need to do to obey God? 

Other questions specific to this passage: 

1. Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Do you struggle with following the example of 
Jesus in this area? What adjustments can you make that would help you be more effective?  

2. Share a time when the Lord convicted you of sin and you responded with repentance. 

Assign next week’s passage: Mark 5:21-43 [Ask someone to tell the story next week.] 

Close in prayer 



The Art of Neighboring: Week 4 - Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this page is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week, we will 
include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your small 
group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Leading [Learn to facilitate your group more effectively.] 

• Prepare well. Pray through and know your material.
• Facilitate and do not teach. Facilitation cultivates discussion; teaching only dispenses

information.
• Don’t feel like you have to know all the answers. We are human, and it’s okay for your small

group to see that you are limited.
• Don’t talk more than the rest of the small group. Use questions to generate discussion by

asking people to explain their answers and go more in-depth. Allow multiple people to
respond, even if the first person gets the “right” answer. Do your best not to interrupt.

Shepherding [Leaders must know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, and protect the sheep.] 

Discuss our Ministry Essentials with your small group this week. As an extension of our church 
body, we encourage you to spur one another in making these a priority in your small group. 
Encourage your group members to commit to living them out. 

Developing [Each of us must personally grow as a disciple.] 

In order for us to be used by God to help develop other disciples, we must first know who we 
are in Christ. It must be the center of everything we do, or we will mindlessly do things in our 
own strength. What is it that you need to be reminded of today? 

• You are His creation, created in His image. (Genesis 1:27)
• You are the salt and light of the earth. (Matthew 5:13-16)
• You are commissioned to make disciples. (Matthew 28:19-20)
• You are forgiven. (Romans 5:10-11)
• You are not your own; you were bought with a price. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 7:23)
• You are an heir of God. (Galatians 4:6-7)
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