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July 2021 • Week 2

Press Play Part Two


Virtual Small Group


Leader Guide for Virtual Small Group 

 July 2021 Week 2
Three-to-Five-Year-Olds

Today’s Bible Story: Jesus shows us we can trust God.

Peter Walks on Water • Matthew 14:22-33
Memory Verse: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart.” Proverbs 3:5, NIV
Key Question: Who can trust God?
Bottom Line: I can trust God.
Basic Truth: God loves me.
What You Need:

· When you send the meeting invite to parents, communicate that their child will be on the search for a bottle (or CLOSED cup) of water at the beginning of Small Group. Don’t give it to them to start, but be sure a bottle of water just happens to be visible in a room near where the computer is housed. 

· Before virtual Small Group begins, be sure you have a bottle of water and your Bible next to the computer.
What You Do: 

· As children join the online meeting and get settled, ask them about the past week. Start with simple response statements and lead to more interactive questions. Sample questions below:
· If you can see me, put your hand on your head. 

· If you went to the playground yesterday, put your hand on your head.

· If you like pizza, point to your mouth.
· What did you have for breakfast?

· Is your dog/cat/younger sibling there with you today?

· Social Activity: Water, Water (Details below)

· Watch the Bible story video presentation as a group.

· Bible Story Review:  Ask a couple of quick questions to get kids thinking about the Bible story and how it relates to them. (Details below)
· Groups Activity: Memory Verse Review (Details below)

· Pray

SOCIAL ACTIVITY:
What You Say: “It looks like everyone has joined us today. Can everyone wave to me? Great job! It’s SO GOOD to see you. I am so glad you are here. Because we’re on the computer, we have to make sure that you can hear me when I’m talking. So, I have a special way to tell you it’s my turn to talk. When I put my hands in front of my mouth like this (cross both hands over your mouth), that means you should stop talking so you can listen. Let’s practice. Everyone, tell me your favorite [fun item]. (Pause and then cover your mouth to indicate silence.) Great job! You did it!

Note: You can come up with a different signal that works for you and your group. Preschoolers will need something visual so they know to listen.

“Hello everyone! It’s so great to see you! Today, we’re going to hear a story about water. Raise your hand if you’ve ever had water to drink? (Pause.) I love drinking water. Now, raise your hand if you’ve ever taken a bath in water. (Pause.) Me too! Hmmm… raise your hand if you’ve ever gone swimming in water. (Pause.) Lots of you have! Wow! All this talk about water has made me thirsty. It’s a good thing I have this bottle of water right here. (Show bottle of water.) Do you have a bottle of water in your home? I’m going to count to ten, and I want you to go find a bottle of water and bring it back to the computer. Ready, set, go!”
Count SLOWLY to ten to ensure that everyone has time to make it back to the screen.

“Wow! Great job! Everyone, hold up your bottle of water. (Pause.) Now, hold your bottle over your head. (Demonstrate.) Now, put it out to the side. (Demonstrate.) And, put it out to the other side. (Demonstrate.) Make it go up and down like you’re lifting weights. (Demonstrate.) Great job. Put your bottle down now. You can do a lot of things with water. But, can YOU walk on water? (Pause.) Nope. You and I can’t walk on water. But, there is Someone who can. 
“And, that’s Who our true story from the Bible (hold up Bible) is about. I think our clubhouse friends are ready for us. Let’s watch!”
Play the full Wonder video for July 2021 Week 2.

GROUPS ACTIVITY:
“That was an incredible story! We can trust God—even when we’re scared! That’s what we learned today. And, do you know what? That’s what our memory verse this month is all about—trusting God. I will say our new memory verse. Everyone, watch me!
“‘Trust in the Lord (point up) with all (arms out wide) your heart,’ (hands over heart) Proverbs 3:5.” (Open hands like a book.)

“Now, let’s do it together! Are you ready?
“‘Trust in the Lord (point up) with all (arms out wide) your heart,’ (hands over heart) Proverbs 3:5.” (Open hands like a book.)
Say verse multiple times together.
“Great job everyone. Our memory verse tells us that we can always trust God! Who can trust God? [Bottom Line] I can trust God!”
“Let’s pray, and then it’s time to say good-bye.”

PRAYER:
“Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to show us that we can trust You, even when scary things happen. You are the best, God! We love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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