Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

July Week 2
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: One Step at a Time (Peter Walks on Water) • Matthew 14:22-33

Today’s Key Question: What distracts you from focusing on Jesus?

Today’s Bottom Line: Stay focused on Jesus.

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

What You Need:

· Optional: a sheet of paper and something to write with
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Tell kids they’re going to review today’s story by making sound effects as you read the story from the Bible. 

· Encourage them to get creative and “loose” with the sound effects, and let them be as goofy as they’re willing to be, while still effectively reviewing the story. 

· Read Matthew 14:22-33 aloud, pausing after each verse. 
· Possible placement for sound-effect pauses: 
1. Matthew 14:22 The disciples got into a boat and sailed across the water.
2. Matthew 14:23 Jesus went away to pray.
3. Matthew 14:24 Strong winds and waves began to toss the boat up and down.
4. Matthew 14:25 The disciples thought a ghost was walking toward them on the water.
5. Matthew 14:26 The disciples were frightened!
6. Matthew 14:27 Jesus told the disciples to not be afraid.
7. Matthew 14:28-29 Peter stepped out of the boat and started walking toward Jesus.
8. Matthew 14:30 The wind and waves started to scare Peter and he began to sink.

9. Matthew 14:31 Jesus reached out to Peter and pulled him up.
10. Matthew 14:32-33 The wind and the waves were quiet.
What You Say:

Ask:
· Let’s make a list of all the things that take up our time on a typical day. (If you choose, write kids’ responses down on a sheet of paper and then hold it up so they can see their collective list.)
· How could these things potentially distract you from God or make it hard to stay focused on Him?

· What does it mean to stay focused on Jesus?

· How can you tell if you are staying focused on Jesus?

· Do you think it’s possible to stay focused on Jesus ALL of the time? Why or why not?

Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, it’s so easy for us to turn our focus off of You and make other things bigger or more important than our relationship with You. Help us to not focus on our fears and problems this week but keep our eyes on You. Remind us to invite You into our day-to-day activities and choices by remembering that You are with us wherever we go. Amen.”

