Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

July Week 1
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Just Like Fire (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) • Daniel 3

Today’s Key Question: When are some times you need to trust God?

Today’s Bottom Line: Trust that God is always with you. 

Monthly Memory Verse: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

Monthly Life App: Confidence—Learning to see yourself the way God sees you

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

What You Need:

· No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Say:

· If necessary, read aloud or let a volunteer read aloud Daniel 3. 

· Use the following to review and discuss today’s story: 
· What do you think was going through the minds of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as they waited to be thrown into the furnace? 
· We don’t find any indication that the men went into the furnace kicking, screaming, or putting up a fight. What do you think was the basis for their confidence and peace in this horrible situation?
· Why do you think God chose to not rescue Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego before they went into the furnace? 
· [Make it Personal] (Share about a situation in your life that you asked God to change, but instead, He didn’t change or fix the situation but allowed you to go through it and experience it. What do you think He wanted you to learn about trusting Him by that you wouldn’t have learned if He had kept it from happening?)
What You Do: 
· Together as a group, create simple gestures to represent each of the words below: 

· FIRE

· WIND

· WATER

· Practice the gestures until all the kids can do them quickly. 
· Then pair kids up, either by letting them choose partners or by assigning partners based on the layout of your virtual meeting app. 
· Explain that you’ll count to three and as soon as you say, “Three!” each kid should immediately do one of the motions. 
· The goal is to do a motion that beats your partner’s motion. 
· Use the following chart to determine the winner:

· Fire defeats Wind

· Wind defeats Water

· Water defeats Fire

· Ask the winners of the round to share their answer to one of the questions below.

· When FIRE wins ask: When do you really want to know that God is with you?
· When WIND wins ask: Even though you can’t see God, how can you know He’s always with you?
· When WATER wins ask: Why does it help you to know that God is always with you?
· Play at least a few rounds. You could even do a tournament-style set of rounds, with the winners of each round facing off against each other until you’re left with just one winner.

Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, thank You for Your promise to be with us. You have reminded us over and over again in Your Word that You will never leave us. Help us to remember that this week when we feel alone, afraid, or overwhelmed. If You can save Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from a fiery furnace, we know that You can help us through the problems we face this week. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
