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The Messenger 
May 2022 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

Yours in Christ, 

SEEING JESUS 
 
One of the themes of John’s Gospel is that of “sight.”  For John, to see is not just 
to physically behold something, but to understand, to have insight.  One of the 
things his gospel would have us do, then, is “see” Jesus for who He is. 
 
After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples over the course of forty 
days.  They physically saw Him!  But more importantly, they also “saw” Him: 
they began to understand more fully who He is. 
 
We, too, are meant to see Jesus!  We are meant to know Him and to serve Him 
as who He is, our Lord and Savior.  Seeing Jesus changes who we are and brings 
blessing to our lives.  It changes our interior life.  It changes our marriages, fam-
ilies, and workplaces.  It changes everything! 
 
The amazing thing is, though, that as we see Him, we will become like Him.  “We know that when he ap-
pears, we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).  So, as we see Him, He will 
also be “seen” in us!  Just as Jesus is the “Light of the world,” (John 8:12) so He calls us to “let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heav-
en” (Matthew 5:16).  As we see Jesus, He will be seen in us by a world in darkness. 
 
During the fifty day Season of Easter, we will engage in a parish-wide sermon-based small group series on 
the theme of Seeing Jesus.  For five weeks, we will walk through texts of John’s Gospel in our sermons 
and pair them with some Bible studies that will help us see Jesus and help us allow Him to be seen in us.  
These texts include post-resurrection sightings of Jesus, as well as “seeing” Jesus’ teaching through the 
light of the resurrection.  We will explore themes like: 

 
 Discipleship to Jesus 
 Humility and Sight 
 Hearing Jesus Speak 
 Loving Like Jesus 
 Experiencing Peace 

 
As we explore these themes in our sermons, we will also further unpack them in weekly Bible studies.  
Those studies will not only expand the theme, but also discuss practical ways to follow Jesus in our daily 
lives as His disciples, and include practices that help us stay connected to, or “see” Jesus.   
 
“Seeing Jesus” has the power to change who we are, lead to a deeper experience of His presence and pow-
er, transform our relationships, and shed His saving light in the world.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
grow in Seeing Jesus – for yourself, and for the sake of the world! 
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     The Councils of the Church 
 

“The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God… I do not worship matter. I worship the Creator of 

matter who became matter for my sake, who willed to take His abode in matter, who worked out my  

salvation through matter. Never will I cease honoring the matter which wrought my Salvation!”  

                                                                                                                               –  St. John of Damascus 
 

The Third Council of Constantinople 
 

The sixth Ecumenical council met in 680 having been called to order by Emperor Constan-
tine IV with about 300 bishops present.  
 
Just two years prior, there was the first Muslim siege of Constantinople. The Byzantine 
Empire won the war, but Christendom in the area was left wounded. In attempt to restore 
communion with Rome, the emperor called the council to meet. 
 
The main question at hand was “How many wills did Jesus have?”.  Unlike many of the other councils, this coun-
cil put little value into philosophical argument, and instead held strictly to what Scripture told us about this ques-
tion. 
 
After over a year of discussion and debate over this and several other topics, the council deemed Monothelitism a 
heresy. Monothelitism held that Jesus only had one will, that of his divinity. Stating that Jesus, the man, would 
be incapable of having a will that was other than His Father’s.  
 
One passage reigned supreme in deeming this a heresy, Jesus praying at the Garden in Gethsemane. Here we see 
Jesus praying to be delivered from his death, but that the Father’s will be done. Jesus being fully human and fully 
God had two wills but put his human will aside to follow God.  
 
The Second Council of Nicaea 
 

The Seventh and final ecumenical council met in 787. By this point, there were no longer only two Abrahamic 
religions, but three with the introduction of Islam in the 7th century. Christianity quickly found that being the only 
of the three that used Icons (images) made it hard to convert Jews and Muslims to Christianity. Arguments quick-
ly arose over whether Icons should be used in the faith.  
 
 Two groups arose, the Iconoclasts and the Iconophiles. Iconoclasts believed that images were against direct rule 
of the commandment of no images while Iconophiles (Lover of Icons) believed that Icons were gateways into 
heaven that aided in worship. Distinguishing between worship and veneration. 
 
Many arguments were stated that led to the Council allowing for the use of images, but too many for this article. 
Instead, I will only point to one. St. John of Damascus, the main supporter of icons, stated that Christians have 
something those other religions do not. That is Jesus Christ. And since God has now taken on manhood, God can 
now be depicted. Pointing out that God did not change at the Incarnation, but man did. Particularly, their relation-
ship with Him.  

  Blessings, 
 
 
 
  Fr. Spencer Stubblefield  
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 COOKIES PLEASE 
 

So many of you have been very generous in baking cookies for our 
Sunday Coffee Hour. We thank you!  We are in need of a lot more 
cookies (home-made if possible).  You can bring them to the church 
office during the week.  They are such a happy treat after church each 
week.  

                TRINITY PRESCHOOL 

 
Trinity Preschool had the best Easter parties!   The Easter Bunny surprised our pre-
schoolers by hopping onto Trinity campus.  Sounds of laughter could be heard as 
all the children were running around finding Easter eggs on our beautiful lawn.  
Our students’ families came to watch all the fun!   We even saw church members, 
who had to snap a quick picture of themselves with the Easter Bunny!    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inside the classrooms, our students created Easter crafts, ate yummy treats, and continued 
with the Easter celebration throughout the day!  Look how adorable one of our students is in 
her bunny ears craft!  
 
 
Teacher Appreciation week is coming up!  Our student’s families will be able to celebrate our 
teachers and staff!  The students will surprise their teachers with homemade cards, flowers, a 
special treat, and a hug!  Our teachers and staff deserve to be celebrated as much as possible!  
I am so proud of the entire Trinity preschool team!   

 
Our pre-k/TK students will be graduating in May!  We are happy to announce that we will be able to celebrate this 
amazing group of students and the celebration can be held inside the church. As always, its bittersweet to see our 
students move on.  It’s been a tremendous blessing to have them all in our lives!    
 
I am so happy that mandates are lifting, and we can continue to create special memories for our students.  Summer-
time is right around the corner, and I am excited to plan some exciting events.   
 
I pray you all are healthy and enjoying the weather!  Thank you, God, for all the blessings you give to myself, our 
staff and to all the beautiful children.  
 
Prayers and Blessings, 
Ms. Jennifer – Director  
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Teacher Appreciation Week:   May 2nd – May 6th 



 

 

LADIES BROWN BAG 
LUNCH SOCIAL 

 
Our next Brown Bag Lunch will be 
on Tuesday, May 24th, at 11:30 in 
Fellowship Hall.  All ladies of Trini-
ty Church are invited to join us and 
bring a lunch and drink.  Please feel 
free to invite a friend or two.  
Guests are always welcome! 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

March 2022                  Month           Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $46,652 $136,724 
Operating Expense  $47,237 $136,539 
Building Debt Payment     $9,800   $29,400 
 
Ages to Ages II (collected in March): $5,661 

In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

  … Elle Adams on her achievement for her position in the Honor Orchestra of Kern County. 
 

  … Nnamdi and Lynda Oyeka on the baptism of their son, Ivan; and Brian and Missy Gatza on the  
       baptism of their son, Ezekiel, on April 24.   
 

  … John & Amanda VanderPoel on the birth of Dean Cooper on March 21. 
 

Thank you to… 
 

  ...our Altar Guild for all of their hard work and countless hours in making our church so beautiful  
  throughout the Easter Season. 
 

  ...our Choir, AV Team, Acolytes, Lectors, Ushers, and Nursery Team for all of their dedication hard   
  work through all the services that made our Holy Week and Easter such a blessing. 
 

  ...all the many volunteers, who gave their time and strength for our Work Day on April 9th.  The  
  grounds looks so lovely, and all the windows are cleaned, and Fellowship Hall looks fantastic. 

   

 

MEN’S GATHERING 
Crusader Brewing Co. 

5880 District Blvd, Suite 18  
(right in the middle) 

661-859-6040 
 

For more info call/text: 
Will Adams 760-889-0436 

Garrett Ming 661-332-3600 
Steven Napier 661-827-7082 

Grab a beer or soft drink and unwind with 
the men of Trinity.  Invite your friends and 

enjoy some fellowship before calling it a day. 

TRINITY CRUSADERS 
THURSDAY APRIL 28 

4:30PM—6:00PM 
 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through disci-

pleship groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, 
Parish Ministry, and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Lori Miller 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 
 

 

MAY  BIRTHDAYS 
 Scarlett Alvarado 
 
 Shelby Nommensen 
 
 Edwin Camp 
 Mira Landucci 
 
 Mike Chase, Sr. 
 
 Thomas Smith 
 
 Elijah Gatza 
 
 Kevin Hughes 

 Ann Lingo 
 Lauren Savage 
 
 Skylar Chase 
 
 Ken Bomar 
 
 Benita Chase 
 
 Miles Garcia 
 
 Cindy Bomar 
 Roxanne Starbuck 
 
 

   Andrew Chaffee
 Ed Taylor 
 
  Kresten Carroll 
 
  Stana Bright 
 Lisa Thomas 
 
  Susie Karnes 
 
 Milton Pope 
 Chris Webber 
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