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The Messenger 
August 2022 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

Yours in Christ, 

Reading with Saints 
 
I really enjoyed Fr. Spencer’s reading list last month, and thought it would be fun 
to throw some of my favorites into the mix.  One of our fundamental beliefs is 
that we learn best in community with others.  Books are a part of that community 
as we interact with other disciples of Jesus through their thinking and writing.  
We can grow as we read in fellowship with saints! 
 
Here are a few more books to consider for your growth. 
 
Peasant and Poet and Through Peasant Eyes by Kenneth Bailey.   
This is a collection of scholarly, yet accessible, insights into the parables of Jesus through middle eastern eyes 
from Kenneth Bailey, a scholar who grew up in the middle east as the son of a missionary.  His attention to the 
details of the parables both brings them to life and gives them a powerful and challenging punch. 
 
The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard.   
Willard, who taught philosophy at the University of Southern California, was a world-class philosopher in his 
own right, but he was also a devout disciple of Jesus.  While I would recommend pretty much any of his books, 
this one examines Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount through the lens of the invitation to live abundant lives in the 
Kingdom of God.   
 
The History of Christian Thought by Jonathan Hill. 
If you are looking for a good overview of the content and development of Christian theology, this is a wonder-
ful book.  Hill writes in an easy to understand manner and makes it easy to understand the way Christian think-
ers through the ages have interacted with one another and with the development of the culture around them. 
 
You Are What You Love by James KA Smith. 
We are not, Smith contends, primarily “brains on a stick,” but are shaped and formed by what we love.  Our 
loves, though, are shaped, often unconsciously, by the culture around us, and by what we worship.  This short 
and accessible book draws upon Smith’s more academic work in his Cultural Liturgies series, a three book set 
for those who are up for an academic stretch.   
 
Devotional Classics: Revised Edition edited by Richard Foster and James Bryan Smith. 
This is a wonderful resource for those who would like a sampling of some of the devotional masters of the 
faith.  Writers are organized into six streams of Christian tradition and short excerpts of their work, along with 
questions to help process them to help us get to know these saints.   
 
Hannah Coulter by Wendell Berry 
This novel tells the tale of a woman who has experienced love and loss, and all of the often unexciting chal-
lenges of life.  But while the story is in some ways uneventful, Berry’s beautiful prose and contemplative style 
are captivating and evoke strong emotions and yearning for community.   
 
I hope you enjoy some of these books that have served as treasures for so many saints.  Happy reading!  
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE 
 
 We celebrate the feast day of  St. Bartholomew, the apostle, 
on August 24th. St. Bartholomew is a saint  I hold dear to my heart, 
especially because August 24th is my anniversary of  my Ordination  
to the priesthood (I’ll be celebrating 3 years). But who exactly is 
Bartholomew? 
 

 Bartholomew is not found very many times in Scripture. He 
only gets a brief  mention in the Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke) and in Acts. However, tradition holds that he is 
“Nathanael” in the Gospel of  John, though we do not know for 
sure.   
 
 An Ecclesial historian, Eusebius, states that after the Ascension of  Jesus, Bartholo-
mew went on a missionary journey to India. We also have stories of  him traveling to 
Ethiopia, Mesopotamia, Parthia, and Lycaonia.  
 

 In the first century, Bartholomew traveled to Armenia with Thaddeus and brought 
Christianity to the Armenian people. During his time there, he converted Polymius, who 
was the king of  Armenia. The king’s brother, Astyages, was so enraged by his brother’s 
conversion and the fear of  Roman authority coming into their country, that Astyages or-
dered for Bartholomew to be killed. 
 

 However, there is little to no evidence of  there being a king with that name in Ar-
menia during that time, so it is more likely that this occurred while he was in India. At the 
age of  93 in 69AD, Bartholomew was tortured and flayed alive for his Christian belief  
and evangelization, though the location is uncertain.  
 

 Due to his death, in many renderings of  St. Bartholomew, there can be found filet-
ing knives and in some cases he is even holding a piece of  his own flesh in his hand that 
is missing from his leg. 
 

 Relics of  St. Bartholomew can still be found all around the world. His body is at 
rest in the Cathedral of  St Bartholomew in Lipari and other relics can be found in Rome, 
Frankfurt, and Canterbury. 

  Blessings, 
 
 
 

Fr. Spencer Stubblefield, SSC 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 
  Brian & Missy Gatza on the birth of Evander Joseph Gatza—7 lbs. 10 oz. and 20 inches long.  Everyone 
  is healthy and happy. 

 

 Our Sympathy is with… 
  The Landucci family on the recent death of Steve’s mother, Helen. 
  The Chase & Reed Families on the death of Benita’s brother, JT Reed.  
 

Thank You to… 
Everyone for their love, support, and care for our family in the loss of our father and grandfather, Walt 
Dietze.  In Christ’s Love, the Dietze Family 
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                   TRINITY PRESCHOOL         
 

Summertime is almost over and Trinity Preschool has had a blast.  This month 
was filled with Disney Themes, Sports, Superheroes, Ice Cream days and more!  
 
The preschoolers had their faces painted like lions and we read the story of Daniel 
and the Lions. It was so adorable watching the kids pretending to be lions.  In a 
few weeks, our preschoolers will be surprised with a petting zoo that will be on 
our Trinity Campus.  How fun!    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pictured is one of our students with the lion face painted on his face, and another student enjoying some yummy 
ice cream!  Yum!  
 
Next month I am very excited that McGruff, the crime dog puppet will be coming to Trinity Preschool.  We are 
also scheduled to have the K-9 unit come out for an amazing presentation in the future.  Our students are going 
to really enjoy these programs.  We also welcome back The Amazing Athletes program.  If you are interested in 
finding more about their program, please visit them at AmazingAthletes.com.   
 
Our Fall session will officially begin August 17, 2022.  Our graduates from last school year will be exiting our pre-
school program and moving on to kKndergarten.  We are so proud of our Pre–K students.  We pray they contin-
ue to grow in every area and always know that Jesus loves them! 
 
August 1, 2022 is our 5 year anniversary!  We will celebrate with a pizza party for our students and a yummy lunch 
for the staff!  I can not say it enough……  Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our preschool, 
our preschool families and staff.  The next five years are  going to be even better!  
 
I hope you have an amazing rest of your summer and stay safe and healthy!   
 
Love,  
Ms. Jennifer  
Director 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

                  Month           Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $41,111 $278,177 
Operating Expense  $48,649 $271,413 
Building Debt Payment     $9,800   $58,800 
 
Ages to Ages II (collected in June): $7069.00 

A Word from Your Deacon 
 
 

“It is Finished!” (Isn’t it?)  
By Deacon John  

 
The work that our Lord Jesus Christ came into this world to do was completed on the Cross 
at Calvary. “There is absolutely nothing that we pitiful sinners could possibly do to supple-
ment or improve upon it.” However, this does not give the Christian man or woman the 
right, the excuse to be “spiritually sedentary” until the consummation of  this age and the return 
of  Christ.  
 
When Jesus said from the Cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He did not mean, in any sense 
of  the word, “that our work was finished” but on the contrary that our work was just beginning. 
In case you haven’t noticed, the world as we know it is in its death throes and the faithful are not 
called upon to “run the clock out” like it is the waning minutes of  some championship football 
game. No, rather as we see the darkened storm clouds gather over-head we are to labor all 
the more diligently till the last second, as we gather together the last sheaves of  harvested 
grain that they may be brought safely into the storehouse.  
 
As the apostle James rightly observed, “What good is it my brothers, if  a man claims to have faith but 
has no deeds. Can such faith save him?” (2:14) And again, “But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have 
deeds.’ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show my faith by what I do.” (v.18) There really 
should be no argument here. There should be no choosing, one over the other. To choose 
one over the other is like having to choose between love and fidelity in a marriage. “Fidelity is an 
active dimension of  marital love” and cannot be separated from it. 
 
Can you accept that true faith involves both an inner and an outer experience that involves a 
necessary mental, emotional and physical surrender. German martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer defines 
faith as when “Christ calls a man; He bids him to come and die”. Joining Christ necessarily requires 
“dying to self ”. The invitation from the Cross is to come die beside Him that we may live with 
Him forever.  
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HOME COMMUNION 
VISITORS 

 

Are you interested in visiting those who are un-
able to attend Church Services, and taking the 
sacrament to them so that they can join with 
those gathered on Sundays to share in Christ’s 
body? Then talk to the clergy about being li-
censed as a Home Communion Visitor!   
 

Deacon Ron oversees this ministry and has 
made the preparation and examination available 
online.  Each Visitor is assigned a pyx (bread 
box in picture) and a homebound parishioner to 
visit at least once a month. 

August 25th 

DHC 
Blessing Bags  

 

The Daughters of the Holy Cross are getting ready for their annual service project. This year we will be 
assembling Blessings Bags for the residents of Hallmark Rehab. Hospital. Our own Connie Young came 
up with this idea. She and her husband Phil have gotten to know the staff and residents during their 
treatment there, and have experience with things not provided by the hospital, that are helpful for pa-
tients' recovery. We will be assembling 55 bags containing items such as: disinfecting wipes, paper tow-
els, kleenex, lotions, etc.  Please consider contributing to this project financially. Look for the envelopes 
in the bulletin for the next few Sundays, or you may mail a check to Tara at the church office. Thank you 
so much for helping us bless the patients of Hallmark Rehab Hospital!  
 

Please make your checks out to Trinity Anglican Church and put DHC on the memo line. 
 

Blessings, 
Suzanne Wagner, President 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through disci-

pleship groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, 
Parish Ministry, and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Darren Bogie 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 
 

 

AUGUST - 2022 

 Will Adams 
 Linda Schuler 
 Diane Steward 
 
  Xane Gibbard 
 
 Samson Moore 
 Ava Moore 
 
 Paul Kelsay 
 Val Lewis 
 
 Samantha Chaffee 

 Penelope Franco 
 
 R.J. Chaffee 
 
 Elijah Chrisco 
 Rick Radon 
 
 Emily Chaffee 
 
 Dcn. Ron Christolear 
 
 Elizabeth Garcia 
 
 Angelo Haddad 

   Kurtis Garcia 
 Louise Henderson 
 Byran Williams 
 
   Karen Cartmell 
 
   Pat Cooper 
 Kevin Ray 
 
 Jeffrey Fredriksz 
 Mady Fredriksz 
 
 Denise Irvin 
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