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The Messenger 
April 2022 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

Yours in Christ, 

       GOAL SETTING GATHERING EXCITEMENT 
 

On Saturday, March 19, thirty-six people gathered in the Fellowship Hall as we en-
gaged in a morning of fellowship, conversation, and discernment.  The event was led by 
Jud Boies of ChurchGoals.org, an organization that works with churches in setting and 
achieving goals for health and growth.  With folks gathered six to a table, Jud led the 
group through three questions: 

 
• What do you love about Trinity? 
• Who is God calling Trinity to reach? 
• How can we reach them? 

 
Those gathered discussed a love for Trinity’s community and fel-
lowship, the liturgy, and the strong biblical commitment of the 
congregation.  With regard to who we feel God is calling us to 
reach with the good news of Jesus, many different groups were 
noted and three seemed to resonate with the gathering: our neigh-
borhood, families, and singles/youth/children.   
 

As the question of how to reach these three groups was discussed, four “initiatives” rose 
to the top as participants prayerfully voted: 
 

• Interacting with the calendar of events already present in our neighborhood.  
Belcourt has a busy calendar of events where we can be present with booths or other 
ideas.  The concept is to make use of the life of the neighborhood as a means to 
minister to them and invite them to Trinity. 

• A block party to attract our neighborhood and participation in the music festi-
vals scheduled in Belcourt.  We can be present at the music festival with a booth 
and attendance, and we can offer some sort of “block party” to invite our neighbor-
hood and beyond to enjoy a festival at the Church.   

• Family and relationship ministry.  Reaching out to families with offerings that 
help with marriages, raising children, healing in grief, and other practical helps for 
key relationship and family needs.  One of the main reasons people seek out a 
church is to find help for relationship needs. 

• Singles/Youth/Children’s ministries.  We can have offerings for adult singles and 
we can strengthen and grow our ministry to youth and children.  This can be done 
both through ongoing ministries and through special events that would attract youth 
and children.   

 
At the end of the gathering, those present were asked how they would be willing to support these initiatives, so 
we not only identified courses of action, but have a volunteer pool ready to accomplish them.  In the next cou-
ple months, teams for each of the four will be formed and begin working on the details of ways to put the initi-
atives into action.   
 
It truly was an exciting and energizing morning and it will be exciting to see the fruit of the gathering in action 
in the coming months!  This is something we will be doing on a regular basis, so if you missed it, don’t worry 
– you can join in the next one!   
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THE COUNCILS OF THE CHURCH 
 

“Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man.” - 

opening of the Chalcedonian definition 
 

The Council of Chalcedon (451) 
The Council of Chalcedon was called to order by emperor Marcius in 451 with over 
500 bishops present. Though there were nearly 30 canons established at this council, 
they mainly met to settle one question: How many natures did Jesus have? 
 
The chief heresy at this council was called Monophysitism (which means ‘one na-
ture’). They believed just that; Jesus only had one nature which was his divine nature. 
Like Arianism, this heresy disregarded Jesus’ humanity. 
 
It was established that Jesus was of two natures, a divine nature and a human nature. Pope Leo at the time empha-
sized that Jesus was an invulnerable almighty nature united to a nature that could suffer. It was his point that Je-
sus had to have a human nature so that he could identify with us and thus save. His divine nature was never up for 
debate at this council.  
 
From this council, we have the Chalcedonian definition, which can be found in the 1979 BCP on page 864. 
Which is worth a read but states that Jesus has “two natures which undergo no confusion, no change, no division, 
and no separation”. 
 
The Second Council of Constantinople (553) 
The Second Council of Constantinople was called by emperor Justinian in 553 with 152 bishops present. Even 
after over a hundred years, there were still people holding on to the heresy of Nestorianism, which was deemed a 
heresy at the Council of Ephesus in 431. Reminder, Nestorianism believed that Jesus was not God and thus Mary 
was the “Christokos”, not “Theotokos”. 
 

The other theological emphasis of this council was to confirm another point that was made in the Council of 
Ephesus, that Mary was aeiparthenos, or ‘ever-virgin’. Her virginity was not only up until the birth of Jesus, but 
the entirety of her life. This was a description of Mary held universally by the Church up until the time of the 
Reformation (even Luther held to the perpetual virginity of Mary), focusing particularly on “James, the brother of 
Jesus”. However, as we know the Greek word for brother has a plethora of meanings.  

  Blessings, 
 
 
 
Fr. Spencer Stubblefield  

Youth Group for 6th-
12th Grade meets on 
Sundays from 6:30-
8:00pm. Fr. Spencer 
and the Youth Team 
are excited to meet 

with fun games, mean-
ingful teaching, and 

great fellowship. 

Youth Group News 

RSVP TO FR. SPENCER BY 
APRIL 1 



 

 

Easter at Trinity Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday - April 10th   

Services at 8 & 10 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 14th 

Service at 7 p.m. 

 

Good Friday - April 15th 

Service at 7 p.m. 

 

Easter Vigil - April 16th 

Service at 7 p.m. 

 

Easter Day - April 17th  

Services at 8 & 10 a.m. 

Flowering Cross before each service 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt after 10am service 
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                TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 

We are open for enrollment for summer and fall.  I am so ex-
cited that we are filling our classrooms with so many new 
smiling faces.  God is Great!   

 
March was filled with blessings as we hired a new teacher, 
Ms. Darala.  Ms. Darala is excited to spread the love of Jesus                       

 to her students!   
 
 
St. Patrick’s Day is always a blast.  Lots of green was 
seen everywhere!  This is a picture of Ms. Julieana’s 
class!  They had a scavenger hunt outside!  Lots of magi-
cal memories were created!  The parents were very excit-
ed to hear about all the fun!  

 
 
 

Easter is near, and we can’t wait to see the smiling faces on our students as the Easter 
Bunny hops throughout the campus, and of course, teaching them the real meaning of 
Easter!  We will create a fun, creative environment with lots of Easter eggs, treats and 
crafts!  If you are interested in donating plastic Easter eggs and candy, please bring 
plastic eggs filled with wrapped candy, novelty toys, or stickers to the preschool of-

fice! Please no hard candy or gum!  
 
 
Take a look at these cuties.  They are all smiles, enjoying the 
beautiful day that God has made!  Outside is so important and fun 
for our preschoolers!   Our beautiful play yard makes it easy for 
our students to enjoy the outdoors. 

 
 
 
 

Praying you are all healthy and having a wonderful 2022!  Blessings to you all!  

 
Prayers and Blessings, 
Ms. Jennifer – Director  
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WE LOVE TRINITY PRESCHOOL !!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 

Help clean up and 
spruce up the 

church for Easter!
SATURDAY, APRIL 9 

9AM—12PM 
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Lenten Evensong 
with teaching on The Apostles Creed 

 

Wednesday Evenings   March 9th~April 6th 
5:00 BYO Brown-bag dinner 
6:00 Evensong with Teaching 

In The Parish Family 
 

 

In Sympathy for… 

  

  The Fotis-Smith Family on the recent death of Gigi’s father, Gregory Fotis. 

                         PALM FRONDS NEEDED 
 

Palm Sunday is on April 10th.  Our Altar Guild is in need of palms.  If 
you have some palm trees in your yard, please ask your gardener to cut 
some palms for you.  We need the long ones.  They can be delivered to 
the church on Friday, April 8th.  If you have any questions, please call 
the church office (665-7713). 

 COOKIES PLEASE 
 

So many of you have been very generous in baking cookies for our 
Sunday Coffee Hour. We thank you!  We are in need of a lot more 
cookies (home-made if possible).  You can bring them to the church 
office during the week.  They are such a happy treat after church each 
week.  

                      FLOWERING CROSS 
 
Every Easter, Trinity Church places a large cross by the entranceway to 
Fellowship Hall.  All are invited to bring freshly-cut flowers and place 
them on the cross.  The cross will be there for both services, and children 
as well as adults are encouraged to take part in the decorating of the 
cross.  If you forget your flowers, we will have some available.  The cross 
is so pretty when all the flowers are added! 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Spencer Stubblefield, Assistant 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor    Treasurer 
Edwin Camp Senior Warden    

Will Adams Junior Warden 

Regina Pryor  Secretary 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Lori Miller 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

Patrick Beck 

Berney DeLaCruz 

Patty MacGuire 

 

 Bill Jukes 
 
 Tom Holson 
 

 Luke Savage 
 
 Robin Starr 
 
 Fr. Karl 
 Keith Flaming 
 
 Nnamdi Oyeka 
 
 
 

  Chris Miller 
 
 Anna Mullins 
 
 Gloria Ah Mya 
 
 Bob Hall 
 
 Hannah Dietze 
 Luke Merickel 
 Jan Minot-Salter
  

   APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

LADIES BROWN BAG 
LUNCH SOCIAL 

 

Our next Brown Bag 
Lunch will be on Tuesday, 
April 26th, at 11:30 in Fel-
lowship Hall.  All ladies of 
Trinity Church are invited 
to join us and bring a 
lunch and drink.  Please 
feel free to invite a friend 
or two.  Guests are always 
welcome! 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

February 2022                  Month           Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $55,094 $109,554  
Operating Expense  $40,553     $89,302 
Building Debt Payment     $9,800   $19,600   
 
Ages to Ages II (collected in February): $6,055.00 
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