
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

+ GOOD FRIDAY + 

A God Who Bleeds, a God Who Dies 

 
     Why has God become man? Why does God have flesh? Why does God have a heart that 

beats, lungs that breathe, a brain with synapses that fire? For this: to die. His heart beats so 

that it can stop beating. His lungs draw in breaths and exchange oxygen for carbon dioxide so 

that they can fill with fluid and stop taking in breath. His brain conducts an electrochemical 

symphony so that it can stop abruptly before the final act. His eyes see so that they can be blind. 

His ears hear so they can be deaf. His hands work so they can be pinned to a wooden cross. 

His blood courses through His veins so it can flow in rivulets down the post of a torture device 

and leave a crimson stain in the dirt at a place named “Skull.” 

     God is man so that He can die. For you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, at this hour, the Church remembers the unfathomable death our Lord Jesus 
willingly took upon Himself to take away our sins. It is a reminder of the magnitude of our sin and, at the same 
time, the great value He places on us and our salvation. Let us therefore ponder His suffering and death with 
sober reflection and resolute joy. 

 

SONG  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 

How deep the Father's love for us  How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son   To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss   The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One   Bring many sons to glory 
 

Behold the man upon a cross   My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice   Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there   Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life   I know that it is finished 
 

I will not boast in anything    No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ   His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward?   I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart   His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

Why should I gain from His reward?   I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart   His wounds have paid my ransom 

“How Deep the Father’s Love” CCLI Song Number 1558110  Words & music by Stuart Townsend.  
Copyright 1995 Thankyou Music.  Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs.  Used by permission.  CCLI License # ZZZZZZZ 

 

READING  St. Matthew 27:24-44 
 

THE FIRST WORD Luke 23:33-34 
 

HYMN  LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (Verse 1) 
 

Jesus, in Your dying woes,   
Even while Your lifeblood flows, 
Craving pardon for Your foes: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, in Your sinlessness You never needed forgiveness and yet You forgave those who sinned 
against You without cause. Give us grace and courage to forgive those who wrong us, that we may so draw 
attention to Your forgiving glory on the cross. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE SECOND WORD  Luke 23:39-43 
 

HYMN  LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes, (Verse 4) 
 

Jesus, pitying the sighs   
Of the thief, who near You dies, 
Promising him paradise: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, remember us in Your kingdom that we, too, may be with You in Paradise. 
People: Amen. 
  

THE THIRD WORD  John 19:26-27 
 

 
 



 
HYMN  LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  (Verse 7) 
 

Jesus, loving to the end   
Her whose heart Your sorrows rend, 
And Your dearest human friend: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, even in Your death, You put those who are lonely and neglected into families. Draw many into 
Your family that we may praise You together with them forever.  

People: Amen. 
 

THE FOURTH WORD  Mark 15:34 
 

HYMN   LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  (Verse 10) 
 

Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown,   
With our evil left alone, 
While no light from heav’n is shown: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, You were forsaken by Your Father so that we 
would not be forsaken. Give us grace to rely on Your complete sacrifice, that we may always trust our 
heavenly Father’s love for us.  

People: Amen. 
 

THE FIFTH WORD  John 19:28 
 

HYMN   LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  (Verse 13) 
 

Jesus, in Your thirst and pain,   
While Your wounds Your lifeblood drain, 
Thirsting more our love to gain: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Jews and King of the nations, You have promised that those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness would be satisfied. Give us faith to trust that Your thirst on the cross supplies all that 
we need.  

People: Amen. 
 

THE SIXTH WORD  John 19:30 
 

HYMN   LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes  (Verse 16) 
 

Jesus, all our ransom paid,   
All Your Father’s will obeyed; 
By Your suff’rings perfect made: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, You could have found the pain to be too much. You could have come down from the cross. But 
You remained until all was finished. Give us confidence to follow You completely through our trials and 
crosses because You are the author and finisher of our faith. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE SEVENTH WORD  Luke 23:44-46 
 

 
 



 
HYMN   LSB 447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (Verse 19) 
 

Jesus, all Your labor vast,   
All Your woe and conflict past, 
Yielding up Your soul at last: 
Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, when You had finished all, You handed Your spirit over to Your Father, that He would then give 
His spirit back to You. Keep us in the one true faith, that on the last day, Your spirit may be given back to our 
mortal bodies and we may rise to serve You in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 
 

READING  Matthew 27:51-54 
 

DUET  Song of Sorrow 
 

SERMON  A God Who Bleeds, A God Who Dies 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
  

CLOSING COLLECT  
 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace 
the world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your 
mercy’s sake we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 

READING  Isaiah 52:13–53:12 
 


