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AS WE GATHER 
We find it hard not to notice others—what they have, what they earn, and how they live. What is worse, however, is that we 
constantly compare ourselves to others. Most of the time we figure that we are on the short end of the stick. But when it 
comes to the kingdom of God, there is no room for quick comparisons. Instead, we stand in awe of God’s rich mercy and 
generous grace. This is far more than we deserve. If we insist upon comparing our situation to others and complaining, 
God’s response is clear. Take what you have been given and leave. But if we let go of the comparisons, we find ourselves 
blessed beyond measure with His forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION ~ LSB 869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 
 

1 With the Lord begin your task; / Jesus will direct it. 
For His aid and counsel ask; / Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, / And when day is ended, 
In His name then close your eyes; / Be to Him commended. 

 
2 Let each day begin with prayer, / Praise, and adoration. 

On the Lord cast ev’ry care; / He is your salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night / Jesus will be near you, 
Save you from the tempter’s might, / With His presence cheer you. 

 
3 With your Savior at your side, / Foes need not alarm you; 

In His promises confide, / And no ill can harm you. 
All your trust and hope repose / In the mighty Master, 
Who in wisdom truly knows / How to stem disaster. 

 
4 If your task be thus begun / With the Savior’s blessing, 

Safely then your course will run, / Toward the promise pressing. 
Good will follow ev’rywhere / While you here must wander; 
You at last the joy will share / In the mansions yonder. 

 
 



 
5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task / Be to You commended; 

May Your will be done, I ask, / Until life is ended. 
Jesus, in Your name begun / Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done / To Your praise forever. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 27:9                                          
Leader:  Hide not Your face from me.  
People:  Turn not Your servant away in anger, 
  
Leader:  O You who have been my help.  
People:  Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Leader:  Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
People:  I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered 

most. My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not 
let His love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom I have hurt, 
and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. 

 
Leader:  Is this your sincere confession?  
People:  I am sorry for all my sins, and I ask for grace that I may do better. Amen. 
  
Leader:  As you believe, so let it be. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of 
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

People:  Amen.  
+ WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16; antiphon: v.17 
 
Leader: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 
People: What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me? 
 
Leader: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 
People: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
 
Leader: O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Leader: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 
 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy     
 

Leader:  O Lord, 
People:  have mercy. 
 

Leader:  O Christ, 
People:  have mercy. 
 

Leader:  O Lord, 
People:  have mercy. 



 

SONG OF PRAISE ~ We Fall Down 

 
We fall down _ We lay our crowns  
   At the feet of Jesus 
The greatness of_ Mercy and love  
   At the feet of Jesus 
 

And we cry holy, holy, holy  
We cry holy, holy, holy 
We cry holy, holy, holy  
Is the Lamb. 

 
Repeat 
 
“We Fall Down” CCLI Song #2437367, Words and music by Chris Tomlin. Copyright 1998 worshiptogether.com Songs (admin by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing)/ ASCAP, Used by Permission. CCLI License #ZZZZZZZ 

 

SALUTATION  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Let us pray. 

O blessed Lord, since we cannot count on anything we have done, give us grace to count on Christ and His 
redeeming work upon the cross. As we delight in His grace, so give us humility to receive Your generosity without 
offense and trust in Your mercy alone for our salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Isaiah 55:6-9 
 
After the reading: 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 27:1-9 
 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
 whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
 of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
2When evildoers assail me 
 to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
 it is they who stumble and fall. 

 

3Though an army encamp against me, 
 my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
 yet I will be confident. 
 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
 that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
 all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
 and to inquire in his temple. 
 
5For he will hide me in his shelter 
 in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
 he will lift me high upon a rock. 
 



 
6And now my head shall be lifted up 
 above my enemies all around me, 
 and I will offer in his tent 
 sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
 
7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
 be gracious to me and answer me! 
 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, 
 “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
 
 9Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in anger, 
 O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
 O God of my salvation! 

 

CHORAL ENSEMBLE ~ Seek Ye First 
 

EPISTLE ~ Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30  
 
After the reading: 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 20:1-16  
 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
After the reading: 
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ LSB 565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 
 

1 Thy works, not mine, O Christ, 
    Speak gladness to this heart; 
They tell me all is done, 
    They bid my fear depart. Refrain 

 
Refrain  To whom save Thee, / Who canst alone 
     For sin atone, / Lord, shall I flee? 

 
2 Thy wounds, not mine, O Christ, 

    Can heal my bruisèd soul; 
Thy stripes, not mine, contain 
    The balm that makes me whole. Refrain 

 
3 Thy cross, not mine, O Christ, 

    Has borne the crushing load 
Of sins that none could bear 
    But the incarnate God. Refrain 

 
4 Thy death, not mine, O Christ, 

    Has paid the ransom due; 
Ten thousand deaths like mine 
    Would have been all too few. Refrain 

 



 
5 Thy righteousness, O Christ, 

    Alone can cover me; 
No righteousness avails 
    Save that which is of Thee. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON ~ “Sharing His Vineyard Work” Matthew 20:1-16 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:  Lord God, You have promised to hear the prayers of Your people, and so we come to You this day offering You 

petitions and supplications for all manner and needs of people. You have invited us to seek Your face and to 
call upon You while You are near. Lord, grant to us such confidence in Your grace and favor that we seek Your 
wisdom, walk in Your ways, and delight in Your gift of salvation with thanksgiving in our hearts. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 
  

Leader:  We delight in dwelling in Your house, O Lord. Bless Your Church and those who minister to us in Your name. 
Guide them to preach faithfully the whole counsel of Your Word so that we be steadfast in faith in the face of 
temptation, threat, and trial. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 
  

Leader:  You have placed in our ears Your Word and in our hearts Your Spirit, O Lord. Grant that we learn to follow Your 
Word and live holy, upright, and honorable lives that reflect Your goodness and show forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in all we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 
  

Leader:  You are our light and our salvation and in You we rest our fears. Lord, grant Your aid, comfort, and strength to 
all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Be especially with the sick for whom we pray this day, [especially . . . ]. 
Heal them in accordance with Your will and sustain them through their afflictions until the perfect healing comes 
in heaven. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: You are the Creator of all life and joy. Lord, bless all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries . . .  Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Leader:  Your power is greater than all and Your mercy is without limit. Lord, look with compassion upon our world of 

violence and terror. Bless those who govern here and everywhere that they protect the weak, promote the 
cause of virtue, administer justice to the criminal, and act with mercy toward those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:   hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:  You have shown us generosity greater than we deserve, O Lord. Silence our complaints when we would 
question Your mercy, and teach us to be satisfied by Your grace in all that we need for this mortal life and find 
contentment in God’s promise of the life to come. Teach us to rejoice over every sinner who repents and for 
everyone who comes to You in faith. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 
  

Leader:  All these and whatsoever other things we need, we ask You to grant us in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Into 
Your hands, O gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:  Amen. 
 
 



 

OFFERING Online giving is available at www.faithlutheranstephenville.com 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader:  O God, You satisfy the longing of our hearts with great mercy and bring us to the fullness of Your grace and favor. 

Wherever we have been or however long it has taken for us to hear and believe Your Word, teach us to rejoice 
that we are Yours and to rejoice over those who are still hearing and still believing in Christ through Your Church’s 
proclamation. Sustain us through temptation, and deliver us from trouble that we be sustained in this faith to the 
day of Christ’s return; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION 
Leader: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART ~ LSB 782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 
 

1 Gracious God, You send great blessings 
    New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, 
    For Your love we offer praise. Refrain 

 
refrain  Lord, we pray that we, Your people / Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 

Through the sharing of Your blessings / May bring glory to Your name. 
 

2 By Your Word You formed creation 
    Filled with creatures large and small; 
As we tend that endless treasure 
    May our care encircle all. Refrain 

 
3 In His earthly life, our Savior 

    Knew the care of faithful friends; 
May our deeds of dedication 
    Offer love that never ends. Refrain 

 
D 4 Heav’nly Father, may our caring 

    Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
    Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
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