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AS WE GATHER 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus’ disciples asked. Our Lord responded by welcoming a child into His 
midst. “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Children are highly valued by our 
gracious God because they are completely dependent. On their own, they have nothing, yet they need everything. This is 
true for all of us in our relationship with God! On our own, we have only our sinful, broken lives and are unable to please 
God and fulfill His commands. Yet, in Jesus Christ, we possess everything we need! Forgiveness of sins and the guarantee 
of life forever with God are freely given to those who turn from their sin and receive the forgiveness earned by our crucified 
and risen Savior. In Jesus, we are, like children, completely dependent. We have nothing to offer, yet everything we need 
is ours to receive from the gracious hands of our Savior. 

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION ~ LSB 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, / Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, / Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory / Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; / May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, / Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, / Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, / Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, / Interposed His precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor / Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter / Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; / Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, / Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, / I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, / How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; / Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry / Me to realms of endless day. 

Text: Public domain 
 
 



 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor:  Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before You and repent of their sins. Hear us 
now as we, Your humble children, bring our prayers before You. 

  

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 
 

Pastor:  Most merciful Father,  
People:  we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, words, and actions, we have failed to do 

what Your Word demands. We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have we loved one another 
as You have first loved us. In the name of our loving Savior Jesus Christ, we ask for Your forgiveness. 
Because our Savior humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross, enable us in true humility to receive 
the remission You promise to Your repentant children. Amen. 

  

Pastor:  “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” God the Father has taken your sins 
and laid them upon our humble Savior Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does not count your sins 
against you. He has taken them away! He remembers them no more! He preserves and delivers you as His child 
forever! As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 92:1-4; antiphon: v. 5 
 

How great are your works, O LORD! 
   Your thoughts are very deep! 
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
   to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
   and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
   to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
   at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
How great are your works, O LORD! 
   Your thoughts are very deep! 

 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE ~ LSB 948 All Glory Be to God Alone 
 

1 All glory be to God alone, / Forevermore the highest one, 
Who did our sinful race befriend / And grace and peace to us extend. 
Among us may His gracious will / All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 

 



 
2 We praise You, God; Your name we bless / And worship You in humbleness; 

From day to day we glorify / The everlasting God on high. 
Of Your great glory do we sing, / And to Your throne our thanks we bring. 

 

3 Lord God, our King on heaven’s throne, / Our Father, the Almighty One. 
O Lord, the sole-begotten One, / Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, 
True God from all eternity, / O Lamb of God, to You we flee. 

 

4 You take the whole world’s sin away; / Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
You take the whole world’s sin away; / O Lord, receive our prayer this day. 
From God’s right hand Your mercy send, / To all the world Your grace extend. 

 

5 You only are the Holy One / And over all are Lord alone. 
O Jesus Christ, we glorify / You and the Spirit, Lord Most High; 
With Him You evermore shall be / One in the Father’s majesty. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
 

SALUTATION  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. O God, our gracious and loving Father, we are Your dependent children. Although we in no way 
deserve Your goodness, You freely offer Your grace to all who turn to You.  

People:  Grant us faith to trust in Your Son, who humbled Himself for our salvation. 
  

Pastor:  We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Ezekiel 33:7-9  
 

After the reading: 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 32:1-7; antiphon: v.1 
 

Pastor: Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
People: Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 

Pastor: For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
People: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
 

Pastor: I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 
the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

People: Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the 
rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 

 

Pastor: You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 

  Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
 

EPISTLE ~ Romans 13:1-10  
 

After the reading: 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 18:1-20  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

After the reading: 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ LSB 820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 
 

1 My soul, now praise your Maker! / Let all within me bless His name 
Who makes you full partaker / Of mercies more than you dare claim. 
Forget Him not whose meekness / Still bears with all your sin, 
Who heals your ev’ry weakness, / Renews your life within; 
Whose grace and care are endless / And saved you through the past; 
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless / But rights the wronged at last. 

 

2 He offers all His treasure / Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 
His love beyond all measure, / His yearning pity o’er distress; 
Nor treats us as we merit / But sets His anger by. 
The poor and contrite spirit / Finds His compassion nigh; 
And high as heav’n above us, / As dawn from close of day, 
So far, since He has loved us, / He puts our sins away. 

 

3 For as a tender father / Has pity on his children here, 
God in His arms will gather / All who are His in childlike fear. 
He knows how frail our powers, / Who but from dust are made. 
We flourish like the flowers, / And even so we fade; 
The wind but through them passes, / And all their bloom is o’er. 
We wither like the grasses; / Our place knows us no more. 

 

4 His grace remains forever, / And children’s children yet shall prove 
That God forsakes them never / Who in true fear shall seek His love. 
In heav’n is fixed His dwelling, / His rule is over all; 
O hosts with might excelling, / With praise before Him fall. 
Praise Him forever reigning, / All you who hear His Word— 
Our life and all sustaining. / My soul, O praise the Lord! 

Text: Public domain 
 

SERMON ~ “Sharing His Greatness” Matthew 18:1-20 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

After each petition: 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERING Online giving is available at www.faithlutheranstephenville.com 
 

HYMN ~ LSB 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word / And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, / But keep my conscience clear. 

 

4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— / ’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands / Offend against my God. 

Text: Public domain 
 
 



 

+ SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE 
  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.                                                                      2 Timothy 4:22  
People:  And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.                                                                         [Colossians 3:1]  
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                              [Psalm 136]   
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God. As Your dependent children, we have nothing to offer to make ourselves right 
with You. Yet, in the cleansing blood of Jesus, we receive Your mercy and forgiveness, full and free. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

HYMN ~ LSB 949 Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship           
 

 Heav’nly hosts in ceaseless worship /  “Holy, holy, holy” cry; 
“He who is, who was and will be, / God Almighty, Lord Most High.” 
Praise and honor, pow’r and glory, / Be to Him who reigns alone! 
We, with all His hands have fashioned, / Fall before the Father’s throne. 

Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and to be our Savior. Gathered in the name and the remembrance 
of Jesus, we ask You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and lead us by Your Holy Spirit. Give us humility and faith to 
receive the remission of our sins freely offered to us in His body and blood. With dependence upon You and 
gratitude in our hearts, we praise You, O Father, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26                 
People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20  
 

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us 
to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord LSB 163 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN ~ LSB 949 Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship 
 

 All creation, all redemption, / Join to sing the Savior’s worth; 
Lamb of God, whose blood has bought us, / Kings and priests, to reign on earth. 
Wealth and wisdom, pow’r and glory, / Honor, might, dominion, praise, 
Now be His from all His creatures / And to everlasting days! 

Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
 

DISTRIBUTION ~ Sanctuary 
 

HYMN ~ LSB 643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, / Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. / O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, / Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, / His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. O God the Father, we thank You for the forgiveness and renewal of life You have given us in the 
precious body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Because we depend on You for everything, grant us Your 
Holy Spirit that we be sent forth to declare the wonders of our Savior to the world He died to save; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION ~ Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART ~ LSB 920 Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 
 

1 Forth in the peace of Christ we go; / Christ to the world with joy we bring; 
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, / Christ in our hearts, the world’s true king. 

 

2 King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings; / Kingship with Him His servants gain; 
With Christ the Servant-Lord of all, / Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign. 

 

3 Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth / This world of time to consecrate, 
This world of sin by grace to heal, / Christ’s world in Christ to re-create. 

 

4 Christ’s are our lips, His Word we speak; / Prophets are we whose deeds proclaim 
Christ’s truth in love that we may be / Christ in the world, to spread Christ’s name. 

 

5 We are the Church; Christ bids us show / That in His Church all nations find 
Their hearth and home where Christ restores / True peace, true love to all mankind. 

Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
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