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AS WE GATHER 
Without the truly good news of the Gospel we cannot see the hard truth that we and all people are poor sinners who deserve 
nothing but punishment from almighty God. It takes the Gospel to open our eyes wide to the severity of God’s Law, which 
our Savior took on Himself in our stead. In Jeremiah’s day, and our own, false prophets proclaim an easy peace that requires 
little change in our daily living. Now, as when Paul was writing, some people in the Church think the freedom Christ won for 
us can mean a disregard for God’s Law. And when Jesus was calling disciples, He had to warn them (and us) that some of 
their own family members would actively oppose their following the Lord. But the Gospel announces what is real and good: 
God has kept all His promises in our Savior Jesus Christ. His death shows the enormity of the punishment we deserve, and 
His resurrection assures us of eternal life. Because our Lord gave His life for us, with eyes wide open we can lose ourselves 
in service to Him and with the psalmist “sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever” (Psalm 89:1). 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION ~ 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
 

1 Today Your mercy calls us / To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, / Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy / Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us / And make us clean today. 

 

2 Today Your gate is open, / And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome / And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, / A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, / A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

3 Today our Father calls us; / His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather / Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us / How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, / It is our Father’s home. 

 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, / O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You / When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, / To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, / One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Public domain 

 



INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                                                       Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4  
 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
People:  who made heaven and earth. 
  
Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
People:  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
Pastor:  Because we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition and have sinned in thought, word, and deed, let us 

employ the faith the Holy Spirit has given us and go to our gracious heavenly Father, asking His forgiveness for 
the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
  
Pastor:  Almighty God has given His only Son to bear the punishment of our sins on the cross so that we might know the 

peace of His presence now and the joys of heaven hereafter. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 
+ WORD + 

INTROIT                                                                                                       Psalm 89a;15-18; antiphon: v.1 
 
Pastor:  I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all 

generations. Blessed are the people who know the festal shout,  
People:  who walk, O LORD, in the light of Your face, 
 
Pastor:  who exult in Your name all the day  
People:  and in Your righteousness are exalted. 
  
Pastor:  For You are the glory of their strength;  
People:  by Your favor our horn is exalted. 
  
Pastor:  For our shield belongs to the LORD,  
People:  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  

Pastor: I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all 
generations. 

 

HYMN ~ I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord Forever 
 

I will sing the mer-cies of the Lord for-ev-er, I will sing, I will sing. 
I will sing the mer-cies of the Lord for-ev-er, I will sing of the mer-cies of the Lord. 
 
With my mouth will I make known Thy faith-ful-ness, Thy faith-ful-ness; 
With my mouth will I make know Thy faith-ful-ness to all gen-er-a-tions. 
 
I will sing of the mer-cies of the Lord for-ev-er, I will sing of the mer-cies of the Lord. 

 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy 
 
Pastor:  O Lord,  
People:  have mercy on us.  
 
Pastor:  O Christ,  
People:  have mercy on us.  
 
Pastor:  O Lord,  
People:  have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
 



 
HYMN OF PRAISE ~ 809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; / There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; / As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 
Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! / Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

       All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; / Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, / Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness / To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, / Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, / Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor:  Let us pray. Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit,  
People:  grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; 
  
Pastor:  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
People:  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Jeremiah 28:5-9 
(Jeremiah condemns Hananiah for preaching peace while God has exiled most of the people to Babylon.) 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM ~ Psalm 119:153-160 
 
Pastor:  Look on my affliction and deliver me,  
People:  for I do not forget Your law.  
 

Pastor:  Plead my cause and redeem me;  
People:   give me life according to Your promise! 
 
Pastor:  Salvation is far from the wicked,  
People:  for they do not seek Your statutes. 
  
Pastor:  Great is your mercy, O LORD;  
People:  give me life according to Your just decrees. 
 
Pastor:  Many are my persecutors and my adversaries,  
People:  but I do not swerve from Your testimonies. 
  
Pastor:  I look at the faithless with disgust,  
People:  because they do not keep Your commands. 
  
Pastor:  Consider how I love Your precepts!  
People:  Give me life according to Your steadfast love. 
  
Pastor:  The sum of Your word is truth,  
People:   and every one of Your just and righteous decrees endures forever. 
 

EPISTLE ~ Romans 7:1-13 
(The purpose of the Law is to show the gravity of our sin.) 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 10:34-42 
(Jesus warns that following Him must take precedence over every relationship.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
After the reading: 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ 688 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 
 

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, / “All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, / Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, / Take My example for your guide. 

 

2 “I am the light, I light the way, / A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day; / I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show / How you must sojourn here below. 

 
3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, / My soul with love is glowing; 

And gracious words My lips express, / With meekness overflowing. 
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, / To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 

4 “I teach you how to shun and flee /  What harms your soul’s salvation, 
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, / From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul / And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, / And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, / In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain / The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON ~ “Bearing New Crosses” Matthew 10:34-42 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
After each petition: 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERING  
Online giving is available at www.faithlutheranstephenville.com  

 

HYMN ~ 786 Lord of All Good 
 

1 Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now; 
    Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill. 
Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 
    That our whole life is offered to Your will. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 

 
 



 

+ SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE 
  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                                            2 Timothy 4:22  
People:  And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                                               [Colossians 3:1]  
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                                                   [Psalm 136]   
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose victorious resurrection has opened 
wide our eyes to see the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

 

HYMN ~ 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born   
      

1 The infant Priest was holy born / For us unholy and forlorn; 
From fleshly temple forth came He, / Anointed from eternity. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim / Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing / To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. In Your righteous judgment 
You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the 
redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat 
and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in 
His body and blood. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                                    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of 
it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.1 Corinthians 11:26  

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.                                                                                                        Revelation 22:20  
 

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN ~ 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 
 

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came / To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
While weeping angels hid their eyes, / This Priest became a sacrifice. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, / A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours / His quenching blood that life restores. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN ~ 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 
 

2 This great High Priest in human flesh / Was icon of God’s righteousness. 
His hallowed touch brought sanctity; / His hand removed impurity. 

 

4 But death would not the victor be / Of Him who hung upon the tree. 
He leads us to the Holy Place / Within the veil, before God’s face. 

 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, / As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive / The bread of immortality. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament,  

People:  and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

  
Pastor:  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
People:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART ~ 738 Lord of All Hopefulness 
 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, / Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
    Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, / Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, / Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, / Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, / Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 
    Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, / Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, / Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, / Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005264 
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