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Family Newsletter 

ST.  PAUL ’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL  

2021 

October 31st 

A Time of Thanksgiving – 

Fill the Cornucopia 
During the month of November,  

dried and canned foods will be 

collected for our local  

Gospel Mission.  

Let’s fill the Cornucopia and  

share the abundance of  

God’s love to those in need.  

Join us in celebrating the Harvest this year 

on Sunday, November 7 at 12:15 p.m. 

after the second service in the school gym 

for a wonderful harvest meal prepared by 

our very own Nick Gunn! There will be a 

free will offering to help cover the cost. 
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COVID –19 Vaccination Mandate Information  
from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Leaders.     

 The President of the United States announced vaccination requirements for the federal government in July 

and called on the private sector to do more to encourage vaccination as well. Since that time, employers, schools, 

nursing homes, restaurants, hospitals, and cities in all 50 states have announced new vaccination requirements.  With 

this information, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod President has released his views and ideas about COVID and 

the vaccines.  If you would like more information about where the LCMS stands, please go to their website 

www.lcms.org/resources/covid19 or you may stop in the church office and we can print you a copy. 

Here is a letter from Pastor Matthew C. Harrison President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

October 1, 2021 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 This is an update to my Jan. 21, 2021, letter. As OSHA prepares to announce the vaccine mandate 

that President Biden called for on Sept. 9, we have received many inquiries about what this mandate means 

for Christians. As before, these questions come from deep personal convictions about the sanctity of life and 

concern for religious freedoms. After consulting with our district presidents, many competent theologians and 

our own legal counsel, we are providing the following resources to help you navigate these complex issues.  

 As I said in January, this is neither legal nor medical advice, and it should not be treated as such. 

This is pastoral counsel to help you make the personal decisions that align with your conscience. In addition 

to this letter, please read the updated COVID-19 fact sheet (produced in collaboration with the staff of the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations), the Q&A document produced in consultation with Synod 

legal counsel, the essays and video provided by the LCMS Office of National Mission’s Life Ministry, and the 

link to the resources provided by our friends at Alliance Defending Freedom.  

The questions you were asking in January are similar to those we are hearing today.  

1. Are COVID-19 vaccines related to abortion? The science regarding this is complex. All three of 

the vaccines currently available in the United States have used fetal stem cells derived from abortion in 

some way. The Janssen/Johnson & Johnson vaccine used the PER.C6 line of embryonic stem cells in 

development and production. Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna developed and produced their vaccines 

without using cell lines derived from aborted human fetal tissue, but they used the HEK293T line of 

embryonic stem cells derived from a 1972 abortion to confirm the final vaccine quality (perhaps 

surprisingly, so do many other commonly used medications and vaccines). For more information on how 

the COVID-19 vaccines relate to abortion, I encourage you to consult the website of the pro-life 

bioethicists at the Charlotte Lozier Institute and the list they maintain there: lozierinstitute.org/

update�covid-19-vaccine-candidates-and-abortion-derived-cell-lines/. Neither the Pfizer/BioNTech nor 

Moderna vaccine contains any substance derived from aborted human fetal cells.  
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2. Does the Synod have a position on the reception of vaccines developed using human fetal 

tissue? The Synod does not have an official position on such vaccines at this time. Official 

decisions of this nature come through the Synod acting in convention, and no convention action has yet 

been taken. However, our church body remains firmly committed to the sanctity of life, and we 

continually advocate for pro-life positions in the public square.  

3. Can I obtain a religious exemption for the COVID-19 vaccine? Religious or personal belief 

exemptions are based on conscientious objection and do not require official support from the 

denomination. The absence of an official Synod stance does not impact your ability to seek an 

exemption. In fact, most requests for religious exemption must be for personal, deeply held religious 

convictions, and not for the position of a church body or church official. Please consult your employer, 

local lawmakers or public health officials for more information on how to proceed should the need arise.  

4. Should I take the COVID-19 vaccine? This is a question only you can answer. Some may choose 

not to receive the vaccine because of concerns over its relation to abortion or because of other health 

complications. Others may be vaccinated despite such reservations out of concern for their own health 

or that of their neighbor. Since neither Scripture nor the Synod has explicitly addressed this issue, it 

remains a matter of Christian freedom, which you must decide according to your individual conscience.  

5. How should I talk about the vaccine with others who disagree with my view? In a sensitive issue 

of this nature, we remember the words of St. James: “Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to anger” (James 1:19). Listen carefully and openly to others’ points. Consider them. Share your 

positions patiently and objectively. Reflect upon your own penchant for error. Forgive others where they 

sin against you and ask for forgiveness where you wrong them.  

 In this contentious issue, we must respect the consciences of fellow believers who share our same 

commitment to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, as well as our life together as a Synod. As St. Paul 

urges regarding matters of conscience, “Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor” (1 Cor. 

10:24), and “let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling 

block or hindrance in the way of a brother” (Rom. 14:13). At a time of cultural upheaval, I would encourage 

you not to allow disagreement even over undoubtedly important matters such as this to take precedence 

over the faith that unites us in Christ. In all things, we should heed the call to “maintain the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).  

 Please study this collection of resources, which provides a summary of what we know about the 

COVID-19 vaccines, their relation to the issue of abortion, and what we can (and cannot) say about these 

matters from the Synod’s perspective. I hope it proves useful to you as you wrestle with how to bear 

Christian witness in this world through your love of both God and neighbor.  

“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 

accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen” (Rom. 15:5–6).  

In Christ, Pastor Matthew C. Harrison  

President The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

LCMS—Q&A on Mandatory Vaccinations Programs or Laws— 

Are there any exceptions to having to be vaccinated? Employers electing to 

mandate vaccinations for their employees or employers who are required by law to 

mandate vaccinations for their employees may be required to provide reasonable 

accommodations to some employees, exempting them from the vaccine mandate 

either because of a disability or a sincerely held religious belief unless doing so 

would pose an undue hardship on the operation of the employer’s business or 

create a direct threat to the health of others. Reasonable accommodations may 

include requiring unvaccinated employees to continue wearing face coverings, 

observe social distancing and receive periodic tests for COVID-19.  
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What concern about the vaccine would make me consider requesting a religious accommodation?  

The question of if receiving the vaccine violates a sincerely held religious belief is one that must be personal 

to the individual requesting the accommodation. There may be numerous bases for one’s objection and such 

reason may vary greatly depending upon one’s religious beliefs. One concern that has been raised to the 

vaccines for COVID-19 is the fact that all three of the vaccines currently available in the U.S. have utilized, 

on some level, fetal cell tissue lines in their development, testing or production. Because these fetal 

embryonic stem cells were harvested from aborted babies, this raises the issue of the sanctity of life. If an 

employee’s sincerely held religious belief is opposed to abortion or to the use — for any purpose — of fetal 

cell tissue obtained from abortions, an employee may have a reason to request a religious accommodation. 

However, it must be noted that these derivative fetal cell lines have been used in the development, 

manufacture and testing of many commonly used vaccines, such as those for varicella (chicken pox), 

rubella, rabies and hepatitis A, and widely used medications, such as Tylenol, Tums, Preparation H, aspirin, 

albuterol, ibuprofen, Pepto Bismol, Lipitor, Motrin, Maalox, Benadryl, Sudafed, 3 Claritin, Prilosec and Zoloft. 

As such, objections to COVID-19 vaccination on the basis of the use of fetal cell lines may include inquiry as 

to whether the employee uses such other medications as well as a potential requirement that the employee 

indicate that he or she will not take such other vaccines or use such other medications due to this sincerely 

held religious belief.  

Does the employer have to grant my request for religious accommodation? The employer must grant 

your request if your belief is sincerely held and there isn’t an undue hardship to the employer to achieve the 

desired result via a different avenue (such as testing). What constitutes an undue hardship will depend upon 

the circumstances of the job, the type of employer, contact with others, etc.  

How do I explain my “sincerely held religious belief” to my employer? The employee will have to 

explain, in his own words, why receiving the vaccine would be objectionable according to what he believes. 

Some employers may have a particular form that must be completed. The employer might not necessarily 

look at what a church or denomination states as its doctrine but instead at what the individual believes. We 

suggest that you do not use letters found on the internet or letters written by someone else, as the request 

must be based on your beliefs and not those of others. An employer is permitted to ask for additional 

information and for you to explain your beliefs. We suggest you review the resources we provide, pray and 

write a letter in your own words. To whom do I make my request? Your employer should specify how you 

can make such a request. If they do not, you should ask your HR department or, if there is no HR 

department, your supervisor or manager. Typically, your employer’s HR department will review your request 

for an accommodation. If your employer does not have an HR department, management will likely consider 

the written request for an accommodation. Sometimes, legal counsel will be consulted. 

What if I am not vaccinated and am granted a religious accommodation? What do I have to do then? 

What will be required will vary depending upon the particular vaccine mandate and the particular policy or 

applicable law. For example, under the OSHA rule requiring vaccines for employers with 100 or more 

employees, it is anticipated that you will have to be tested every week or follow whatever the OSHA rule sets 

forth. This could also include masking, social distancing, working remotely or being placed on a leave of 

absence. Your employer will provide guidance.  

Can my employer ask for my vaccination status? Yes. An employer can ask employees if they are 

vaccinated (YES or NO) and ask for a copy of their vaccination card.  

What do I do now? The LCMS cannot direct members of LCMS congregations that they should 

refuse the vaccine or seek an accommodation. As LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison said in his 

statement, the decision to receive the vaccine or not is one that should be made by each individual. The role 

of the LCMS is to provide you resources for you to prayerfully consider as you decide.  

Not Legal Advice We cannot provide legal advice to churches, members, organizations or agencies 

of the Synod. There is no one-size-fits-all answer to how to handle a vaccine mandate. State or local law, as 

well as employer policies, vary and as such, this Q&A is designed merely as a resource and for informational 

purposes only. You are encouraged to consult with your own legal counsel for questions and additional 

information as to your particular circumstances.  For a complete list of Q/A please go to www.lcms.org. 
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Dear Parents & 
Friends of St. Paul’s 
School, Happy 
Thanksgiving! (a little 
early).  
Be joyful always, 
pray continually; give 

thanks in all circumstances… (1 Thess. 5:16-18). 
Thanksgiving is not just a time to count all the 
good things we have. We also need to recognize 
where these things come from, why we receive 
them, and how we can show appreciation for 
them. 
 Help us achieve our goal of 1000 food 
items for the Gospel 
mission by bringing 
canned or non-
perishable items that 
we will place in the 
Cornucopia on 
Chapel days in 
November. We want 
to share some of our 
earthly blessings with those less fortunate. You 
may tape Bible verses on them. Practice 
goodness! 
 Our next PTL meeting will be November 
7

th
. All parents are members of the PTL. We will 

be planning our Christmas party and Lutheran 
Schools Week. 

 
 
We will have a hat & 

mitten tree in December for the Women’s 
Shelter. You may also send new scarves, T-
shirts, socks, and underwear.  
Thank you 
for sharing 
your 
blessings! 
 Our December party will be in the gym. 
Please, consider helping in a way you feel 
comfortable. Some things can be planned 
without you being at the party. Thanks! Also, 
instead of exchanging gifts, we are asking for $1 
to $5 (or more-whatever you would spend on a 
school gift) as a donation to Lutheran World 
Relief. We will buy animals that will help a village 
fight hunger. The children love voting for their 
favorite animal. Last year we were able to buy 
one of each (a sheep, a pig, chickens, and a 
goat). 
 You may also donate new or slightly used 
books for our Lending Library. It 
is located by the flagpole & 
open to any Preschool or 
elementary student needing a 
book. Thank you for all 
donations in the past. You are a 
blessing to the students. 
A Fellow Worker in Christ,     
Alyce Strong Davis 

Alyce Strong Davis: Principal & 4/5 teacher 

Bethamy Carrig: 4th and 5th grade teacher 

Suzy Awe: 3rd grade teacher 

Pam Zirpel: 1st and 2nd grade teacher 

Deb Chellew: TK and Kindergarten teacher 

Lindsey Parker: Preschool teacher 

Marlene Mertens: School Secretary/Cook/ AM 

E-Care 

Casandra Hager: Band/Choir teacher 

Pam Schulz: Library Teacher 

School Email: 

Church Email: 

Pastor Kenny Hsu: 

Dana Howell: Church Secretary 

Church and School Website: 

Facebook: 

astrong@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

bcarrig@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

sawe@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

pzirpel@stpaulssiouxcity.org  

dchellew@stpaulssiouxcity.org  

lparker@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

office@stpaulssiouxcity.org or 

mmertens@stpaulssiouxcity.org  

chager@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

pschulz@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

office@stpaulssiouxcity.org 

siouxcitystpauls@gmail.com 

kghhsu@yahoo.com  

siouxcitystpauls@gmail.com 

www.siouxcitystpauls.org 

@StPaulsLutheranChurchSchool S
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2021-2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

November 1  1
st
 Quarter Parent Teacher  

 Conferences - Dismiss at 1:00 p.m. 

November 5-Professional Development  
             Early Out—1:00 p.m.  

November 7 – Movie & PTL Meeting 
 (Lunchroom) /5:00 pm Pizza Potluck &  
 5:30 pm Meeting 

November 14—School Choir Sings in both 
Church services (9:05 and 10:45a.m.) 

November 24 Early Out - 1:00 p.m. 

November 25-26 Holiday – Thanksgiving— 
 No School 

December 3-Professional Development 
            Early Out—1:00 p.m. 

December 9 - Christmas Program 7:00 p.m./

 Church  

December 22 - Christmas 
 Parties (9:00-10:45  a.m./Gym) 
December 22- Last day of classes before  
 Christmas Break Early Out—1:00 p.m. 

December 23—Jan. 2  Christmas Break 

January 1-Holiday – New Year’s Day 

January 3 - Resume Classes 

January 11- End of 2
nd

 9 weeks – 46 days 

January 12- Teacher Workday—No School 

January 23 -Possible Choir tour  

January 23- 29 - Lutheran Schools Week 

January  25 – Science Fair (5:30 p.m. Food) 

Kristy Keene, Drop Zone, Field Trips, Spiders, 

Snakes, Skunks and Tortoises, Oh My!!!! 



 

8 

 

Support Our School 
Support our 

School with 

Scrip! 

How it works. 

You 

buy 

gift 

cards 

from the school, and the school 

earns money. We carry a variety 

of cards in the office.  You can call 

Sarah Gunn at  (712) 223-1238 or 

stop in the church office to order. 

The next order date will be Friday, 

November 12 Lutheran School 

and its families.  

Shop www.shopwithscrip.com with 

our school code online and at local 

stores with the new app 

RaiseRight found on the app store 

or google play. 

 

BOX TOPS  MAKES IT 

 EASY. 

All you need is your phone! 

Download the 

Box Tops app, 

shop as you 

normally would, 

then use the app 

to scan your 

store receipt within 14 days of 

purchase. The app will identify Box 

Tops products on your receipt and 

automatically credit your school’s 

earnings online. Twice a year, 

your school will receive a check 

and can use that cash to buy 

whatever it needs! 

 

Hy-Vee Receipts Program:  

We are collecting Hy-Vee receipts 

once again. Please save all 

receipts dated from now to April 

25, 2022, exceptions 

include: no fuel, 

postal, money 

order, Western 

Union, lottery, 

Quest, Mid-

American or gift card receipts. 

Drop-offs are located in the church 

office, in the church or Narthex or 

can be sent with St. Paul's 

students. The receipts accepted 

are from the Sioux City Hy-Vee 

locations and the South Sioux City 

Hy-Vee location or the Hy-Vee 

Mainstreet Store. Thanks for your 

support. 

 

Casey’s Rewards App 

Give back to St. Paul’s Lutheran 

School with Casey’s Rewards. 

We’re excited 

to share that 

our school is 

participating 

in Cash for 

Classrooms, part of Casey’s 

Rewards. This opens up St. Paul’s 

to new funding opportunities to 

help improve learning 

environments for students. 

The best part? Donations don’t 

come out of your own pocket. 

When you buy from Casey’s and 

use their rewards program you can 

simply turn your points into a 

donation to our school. Turn your 

Casey's purchases into donations 

to St. Paul’s. Sign up for Casey's 

Rewards in the Casey's app and 

turn points earned on everyday 

purchases into a donation. Get 

started today!  Help St. Paul’s 

make the most of this program and 

learn more at www.caseys.com/

schools. 

 

The Iowa Lutheran School 

Tuition Organization (ILSTO)  

For those who donate to ILSTO in 

2021, you will 

receive a 75% 

state tax credit. 

Consult a tax 

advisor to see 

how this program 

can benefit you. Also, a change for 

2021, donations will stay at the 

designated school to help families 

receive the 

maximum 

amount, we 

must reach 

our donation goal. By reaching this 

goal, ILSTO would also be able to 

assist more students to attend an 

Iowa Lutheran School. Call Dewey 

Torkelson at 712-260-2991 for 

more information.  

 

Thrivent Financial Action Cards 

and Choice Dollars 

Did you know that all Thrivent 

members can apply for two 

Thrivent Action cards a year? The 

Action cards are $250 gift cards 

that can be applied to educational 

needs, service events or 

fundraiser needs in your 

community. There are many 

opportunities to use the cards at 

St. Paul's Lutheran School. Just 

ask Mrs. Strong Davis for a list of 

events and apply at 

www.Thrivent.com. Thank you for 

your generosity, Alyce Strong 

Davis, principal (712)899-3396 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars are 

waiting to be directed. If you have 

choice dollars from 2021 that you 

have not directed, you must direct 

them or you lose them. They will 

not be carried over into 2022. In 

order to direct Choice Dollars by 

phone, eligible members may call 

Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” at the prompt or 

members can also go online to 

thrivent.com/thriventchoice and 

direct your choice dollars. I 

encourage you to name St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church and School. 

Thank you for your support. — Lon 

Stuhr  

http://www.thrivent.com/
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Traditions. Travelling. Family. 
Turkey. Lefse. Macy's Thanks-
giving Day Parade and the Na-
tional Dog Show that follows. A 
hymn-sing with the family in the 

afternoon. When Thanksgiving comes around those 
are the things I typically think of, they’re the things 
that we do each year that makes Thanksgiving, well, 
Thanksgiving. My family trav-
els to the farm where my dad 
grew up. They raised hogs 
when he was young and now 
the acres of land are rented out 
to the able-bodied to tend. We 
stay in on Black Friday enjoy-
ing each other’s company as 
the nearest city (Grand Forks) 
was forty miles away. When 
coupled with snow, ice, and 
wind, the roads are quickly made unsuitable and 
downright dangerous to travel.  
 Thanksgiving is a time where everyone can be 
together. This past year, though, disrupted that no-
tion. We were told to stay home and most definitely 
not visit grandparents. We were closed off from our 
families and the wonderful once a year tradition that 
made seems to make the year complete. 
 During this time, as well, the church family 
was in pieces. Livestreaming communion is not the 
same as partaking in the Lord’s Supper. It’s about the 
same sensation as trying to have a deep conversation 
with a loved one through Skype or Zoom, but either 
the audio or the video (or sometimes both!) refuses 
to work properly and everything lags. The church, 
much like the family, was not made with the intent of 
being isolated.  

 Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Is not the 
cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a par-
ticipation in the blood of Christ? And is not the 
bread that we break a participation in the body of 
Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are 
many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf (1 
Cor. 10:16-17).” Jesus’ relationship with the 
Church emphasizes the unity of the believers 
through His body and His blood in the Holy Com-
munion.  
 In Divine Service, Setting Two we read the 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, which invokes this 
whole everlasting family imagery in Christ: 
“Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You… to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 
us faithfully to His body and drink His blood as 
He bids us to do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end.”  
 We are to be gathered in the Lord’s Supper 

because we are celebrating 
with a great cloud of wit-
nesses our salvation found in 
Christ alone! On All Saint’s 
Day we especially mark this 
day with the Lord’s Supper 
because we are in partaking 

with all the saints each time we commune.  “Thine 
the kingdom, thine the prize, thine the wonder full 
surprise. Thine the banquet then the praise. Then 
the justice of Thy ways. Thine the glory, thine the 
story, then the welcome to the least. Then the won-
der all increasing at Thy feast. (LSB 680)” 

Blessings, DCE Intern Grace 

DCE Deep Digs 

Blessings on your Thanksgiving   
As we approach Thanksgiving, we are reminded of the many blessings God has given 
to us.  The question we should be asking is, “How do we begin to thank God for all that 
He has done and continues to do for us?”  High on our lists of things for which to thank 
our Heavenly Father should be our new lives in Christ.  In spite of our sinful ways, God 
demonstrated His awesome love for us by sending His only Son to the Cross on our 
behalf.  We certainly will also thank Him for our families as well as our health and ma-
terial blessings.  How blessed we are that God provides for all we need to sustain our 
lives, and, through faith He provides, He gives us life forever with Him. 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, forgive me when I take for granted all the blessings You give me.  Forgive me 

for my selfishness and thoughtlessness.  Give me a heart of gratitude and help me to share with others some of 
what You’ve given me.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Blessings on your stewardship journey! 
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11/07              Doug and Gina McBride     38  years         

11/13         Larry and Marlene Herbst                   51 years 

11/15              Robert and Linda Greene     47 years 

11/17              Richard and Janice Meek           48 years 

11/18              Nick and Linda Dittman                  27 years 

11/20              Ralph and Lillian Schroeder       27 years 

11/21     Jose and Nicole Castro       1 year 

11/21              Todd and Lisa Neddermeyer           32 years      

11/23              Steve and Leona Rogers    48 years        

11/24              Fred and Laura Sulzbach    12 years 

11/27              Matthew & Rebecca Granstrom       11 years 

11/28              Craig and Sue Barnes     41 years  

11/28              Darwin and Debra Blanford             46 years 

11/28     Jeff and Carmen Donaldson            29 years 

11/28              Wendell & Suzanne Simmonds       45 years 

All Saints Day 
Lavonne Harwood

 11/10/2020 

Timothy Bratvold Sr.

 11/20/2020 

Bill Winckler  

 12/06/2020  

Gola Bales  

 12/24/2020 

Shirley Mc Cormick

 02/05/2021 

Charlotte Hansen 

 02/27/2021 

Delbert Johns     

 3/10/2021  

We also celebrate this day all those saints who 

have been given faith and life through the 

waters of Holy Baptism. We especially praise 

God for those who have joined this Church 

Militant during the days of this last year: 

  

 Adeline Porter 11/28/2020 

 Bennett Schweder 12/12/2020 

 Theodora Schwartz 02/28/2021 

 Jessica Johnson 04/11/2021 

 Elion Hodges 06/06/2021 

 Rosalie Holland 07/04/2021 

 Mary Seibold 09/12/2021 

 Haden Seibold 09/12/2021 
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(If you see any discrepancy in names, day or years in our birthday or anniversary list, 

please let the church office know, so we may update our records.) 

Nov. 1 

Keisha Eickholt 

Kelly Wagner 

 

Nov. 2 

Lincoln Beller 

 

Nov. 3 

Candice Davis 

Jeanne Doerr 

Marce Treiber 

 

Nov. 4 

Amanda Beougher 

Brandon Figge 

Sami Kasdorf 

Todd Petersen 

Lindley Rugu 

 

Nov. 5 

Michael Haller 

Audrey Hayes 

Niki Knowles 

Tracy Schweigert 

 

Nov. 6 

Quenton James 

 

Nov. 7 

Mariah Mahaney 

Bethel Tyger 

 

Nov. 8 

Richard W. Dodds 

Kevin Kennedy 

Andria Worden 

 

 

Nov. 9 

Charlotte Coleman 

Kristy Rolfes 

Steve Shook 

Nov. 11 

Jade Bottger 

 

Nov. 12 

Tom Brown 

 

Nov. 13 

Jerry Budzinski 

Kenneth Kasdorf III 

 

Nov. 14 

Amanda Segebart 

James Weier 

Paige Petersen 

 

Nov. 15 

Dale Jurries 

Bryan Rogers 

Layla Stevenson 

 

Nov. 16 

Craig Barnes 

Rich Gilster 

Alex Hinrichsen 

 

Nov. 17 

Eliza Gunn 

Brooklyn Koll 

Jo Ellen Nelson 

Justin Tuttle 

Ryan Dean 

 

Nov. 18 

Christine Hanna 

Zuria Ramirez 

Wilbur Westhoff 

 

Nov. 19 

Tera Gilster 

Kiley Kennedy 

Nov. 20 

Carla Monk 

Nickolas Reekers 

 

Nov. 21 

Richard Dodds 

Liz Sanders 

 

Nov. 22 

Cheryl Ball 

Randy Johnson 

Brenda Petersen 

Joyce Seymour 

Douglas Williams 

 

Nov. 23 

David Lethcoe 

Carrie Wingert 

 

Nov. 24 

Gracelynn Bruns 

Richard Hinrichsen 

Debbie Modlin 

 

Nov. 25 

Casey McBride 

Steven Segebart 

 

Nov. 26 

Shelly Norton 

 

Nov. 27 

Amber Gilmore 

 

Nov. 29 

Cameron Black 

John Ellickson 

Jayce Frank 

Jim Hanson 

Michael Worden 

 

Nov. 30 

Crystal Christiansen 

Grant Haller 
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LWML Mites offering will be placed on the table in the back of the church on the first weekend of each month. 
Your donations are appreciated. Mite boxes are used to collect money for missions. 

Harvest Dinner: There will be a Harvest Dinner on Sunday, Nov. 7 at 12:15 p.m. in the school gym. 
All are welcomed to attend. Nick Gunn will be catering the meal. There will be a free will donation to help 
cover the cost. 

Daylight Saving: Daylight saving will end on Sunday, November 7 and we will fall back one hour. 

Voters’ Meeting: There will be a voters ’ meeting on Sunday, Nov. 14 at 2:00 p.m. 

Pie With Grace: is cancelled for November due the voters ’ meeting. 

Youth Gatherings 2021:Senior High Gathering November 19-21 at the Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service: We will have our Thanksgiving Eve Services at 12:15 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. Wed., Nov. 24.  

Committee Members Needed: We are preparing for the National Schools Accreditation and we need committee 

members from the church and the community to come to a meeting on Thursday, Nov. 11 at 6:00 p.m. in the school gym. 

Please contact Alyce Strong Davis at 712-258-6325 if you are interested in becoming a committee member. 

Friends of Christ: We will meet at Pizza Ranch on Floyd for dinner on Sunday, Dec. 5 at 5:00 p.m. and then come 
back to the church to sing Christmas carols and play games.  

Evangelism Committee:  Hello Everyone, Are you comfortable? Are you too comfortable? God has Bless me, has he 
blessed you? We are all God's children and we are to serve God as Jesus had served his disciples. Ask yourself what 
can I do to serve? One thing is to help in our church. Usher, Greeters, Women's League, etc. As families, we can get 
involved together to serve. Contact me if you want to serve. And pray for each other. - Marlis Hilden, Evangelism 
Committee 

Male Lutheran High School Seniors Scholarships available: The Beta Sigma Psi National Educational 

Foundation offers scholarships and grant opportunities for members of the Lutheran community. Scholarships for 

incoming freshmen in Fall 2022 are available at: any accredited 4-year College or University in the United States. These 

opportunities can be found here: https://www.betasigmapsi.org/scholarships-for-high-school-students/  

The Passion Play of Oberammergau 2022:Pastor Michael & Suzy Awe in cooperation with Nawas International 

Travel would like to invite you to join them May  23– June 2, 2022 on an exciting 11 day Alpine 

Tour!  We will tour Switzerland, Austria and Southern Germany.  The absolute highlight of our trip 

will be the experience of the famous Oberammergau Passion Play.  If you are interested, please 

contact Pastor Michael Awe at 531.218.5793 or e-mail me at the1revma@gmail.com for more 

information.  Space is limited. 

Mercy Meals of Siouxland: Our November packaging events will be at Faith Lutheran 

Church on Saturday November 20, 2021 at 8:30 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. If you would like to schedule a 

special event, please let us know at 712-258-0808 or mercymealsofsiouxland@gmail.com. 

Anna’s Circle/Sewing Group meets on the 

second and fourth Mondays each month. The next meeting is Nov. 8 and 22, at 9 a.m. in the church basement. 

Board of Ed Meeting: The Board of Education will meet at 7 p.m. on  Thursday, Nov. 11 in the school 

lunchroom. 

Confirmation Classes: each Wednesday Night at 5:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Elders Meeting: The Elders will be meeting Tues., Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. in church basement. 

Evangelism Committee Meeting: Every Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. in Pastor ’s Office.  

Homework Huddle: 6th-8th graders, those who are in confirmation,  meet on Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 to 
5 p.m. in the church basement!  

Lamplighters:  Meet Wednesday, Nov. 3 at 9:30 a.m. This month they are meeting at Calvary Lutheran call 

Connie Elliott at 899-7189 or Charlotte Grothaus at 277-2167. 

Mary Martha Circle: Meets the third Monday of every month for food, fun, fellowship and Bible Study. The 

next meeting will bet on Monday, Nov. 15 at Eastside Perkins at 6 p.m. 

Morning Bible Study:  Thursday morning Bible Study will be meeting in in the church basement at 8:30 a.m.  

St. Paul’s Women’s League Meeting: The ladies meet the first Thursday of the month in the church 

basement. This month they will meet at 1 p.m. Thurs., Nov. 4. 

Youth/Parent Board Meeting:  Youth Parents and Committee Members meet the 2nd Tuesday, Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. 

in the Church basement. 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
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Siouxland 
Hispanic 
Ministry 
 This last 
month, I had the 
pleasure of leading 
the 150th 
anniversary service 
for St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in West Point, Nebraska. 
When asked to be the pastor for this 
special event, my first thought was, “Who 
am I to do this? I’m new to the ministry 
and new to the area. I don’t feel worthy of 
stepping into 150 years of history as if I’ve 
been a significant part of it!” But why not 
you? We’re looking toward the future and 
you are a part of that!” That comment was 
a beautiful reminder that each of us, as 
members of the “one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church,” are a part of something 
far bigger than ourselves.  
 Many people are plagued with an 
acute feeling of the brevity and 
insignificance of life. 1 Peter 1:24 says it 
best: “All people are like grass, and all 
their glory is like the flowers of the field; 
the grass withers and the flowers fall.” And 
yet, the very next verse reminds us of that 
which is not withering, not fading: “But the 
word of the Lord endures forever. And this 
was the word that was preached to you.” 
 For us who are in Christ, we are 
each links in an eternal chain — a chain 
passing this eternal word of God from one 
generation to the next.   

 In this photo, meet Pastor Pedro 
Lopez and his wife Paquita (on the right). 
We are thankful that Pastor Pedro has 
recently accepted a divine call to Storm 
Lake and Denison, Iowa to serve our 
Hispanic neighbors. Thank you for your 

continued prayers and financial support! 
Our next quarterly Siouxland Hispanic 
Ministry meeting will be Monday, 
December 6 at 6:00 pm. Add it to your 
calendar and come join us!  —

Pastor Paul Flo  

NOW, THAT WASN'T SO BAD, 
WAS IT! 

 Time marches on, as they say! 
We’re are rapidly approaching the 
midpoint of our first official semester of 
the English-Studies Program of the Luther 
Academy.   
 We’ve finished the Pentateuch 
and the Histories and are now in the 
poetry books (Job, Ps, Pr, etc.) before 
starting the prophets. The students just 
had their first online test: everyone 
survived relatively unscathed, even 
myself! (This was the first completely 
online test I have written and managed. It 
was a test in more ways than one!) 
 Here in November we are also 
gearing up to meet in Wittenberg, 
Germany for our first “Intensive”—a week-
long look at the Lutheran liturgy. Getting 
the visas, permissions, and logistics down 
for this has been a challenge for our LA 
administrators.  
 One of the “perks” of being back 
in the Midwest is being able to accept 

invitations to speak at LWML Rallies. I 
spoke at Zion, Hiawatha, Iowa and at 
Prince of Peace, Menomonee Falls, 
Wisconsin . It is a privilege to get to talk 
about the work in Eurasia, and especially 
to tell about the need for theological 
education in places where communism 
and secularism suppressed the free 
preaching of the Gospel for so long.  
 A brief update on our son, 
Patrick… We’ve been asked how our son 
Patrick is doing after finishing his chemo-

therapy. We are thankful that we can say 
he is doing well. He recently had a minor 
procedure to remove a medicine “port” 
that had been implanted for therapy, so 
he has passed another small marker that 
reminds us of the grace and goodness of 
the Good Shepherd in our lives. Thanks for 
asking, and thanks for keeping him in your 

prayers. - Charles & Connie Cortright 

Beckendorf  USA Travels 
 Our travels in Michigan went 
really well. On the trip up Andrew got to 
spend a day with a master bladesmith 
who taught him some about metallurgy. 
The boys made a Damascus steel knife 
together. Andrew has tried to make 
Damascus steel before, with limited 
success, but this was so much better. 
 Otherwise, we spent a lot of 
time in the Hiawatha National Forest 

hiking and generally relaxing. The boys 
also went to an eye doctor and can see 
again with new. We also did two 
university visits for Aaron; Northern 
Michigan University and Michigan Tech. 
We were impressed with both places, 
but what in the world are we thinking 
considering places so far north which 
average over 200 inches of snow a 
year? There is no snow in Botswana. 
 Now we are in Wisconsin 
visiting Tim's family. While here, Aaron 
took the SAT test (he did very well), met 
with our supervisor regarding future 
plans for our project and Tim's role with 
LBT, and decided to visit a dentist since 
it had been way too long since we last 
saw one. The dental news was not 
pretty, and we have had to extend our 
time here a bit in order to get all the 
work done.  
Thank you again for all of your prayers 
on our behalf. 

Tim, Lisa, Aaron & Andrew 
Beckendorf 

Support Our Missionaries 

Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump (www.TheTrumps.org)   Rev. Charles & Connie Cortright  
(charles.cortright@lcms.org  Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf (tbeckendorf@LBT.org)   

Rev. Paul Flo (Pastorpaulflo@gmail.com) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

*Education Hour: 

Adult Bible Study, 

Sunday School, 

Youth and Praise 

Team all meet at 

9:30 a.m. 

1 
1:00 p.m. Early Out 

For School 

 

2 

4:30 p.m.  

Evangelism Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Elders’ 

Meeting 

3 
9:30 a.m. 

Lamplighters– 

Calvary Lutheran 

3:30 p.m. 

Homework Huddle  

5:15 p.m. 

4 
8:30 a.m. Bible 

Study, Church 

basement 

1:00 p.m. Women’s 

League Meeting 

Church basement 

5 

1:00 p.m. Early Out 

For School 

6 
6:00 p.m.  

Worship/

Communion 

7 

8:15 a.m. Worship/
Communion 
9:30 a.m.   

Education Hour* 

10:45 a.m. 

Worship/

Communion 

12:00 p.m. Harvest 

Dinner 

5:00 p.m. PTL 

Movie/Meeting 

8 
9 a.m. Sewing Club 

9 
4:30 p.m.  

Evangelism Meeting 

6:30 p.m. Youth 

Board Meeting 

 

10 

3:30 p.m. 
Homework Huddle  
5:15 p.m. 

Confirmation 

11 
8:30 a.m. Bible 

Study, Church 

basement 

7:00 p.m. Board of 

Ed Meeting   

12 13 
6:00 p.m.  

Worship 

14 
8:15 a.m. Worship/

School Choir 

9:30 a.m.  

Education Hour* 

10:45 a.m. 

Worship/School 

Choir 

2:00 p.m. Voters’ 

Meeting 

15 
6 p.m. Mary Martha 

Circle 

16 
4:30 p.m.  

Evangelism Meeting 

17 
3:30 p.m. 

Homework Huddle  

5:15 p.m. 

Confirmation 

18 
8:30 a.m. Bible 

Study, Church 

basement 

19 

Senior High Youth 

Gathering 

20 
Senior High Youth 

Gathering 

6:00 p.m.  

Worship/

Communion 

21Senior High 

Youth Gathering 
8:15 a.m. Worship/

Communion 

9:30 a.m.   

Education Hour* 

10:45 a.m. 

Worship/

Communion 

22 
9 a.m. Sewing Club 

23 
4:30 p.m.  

Evangelism Meeting 

24 
 

12:15  & 6:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Service 

1:00 p.m. Early Out  

 

25 
Thanksgiving Day 

No School 

26 
No School 

27 
6:00 p.m.  

Worship 

28 
 

8:15 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m.  

Education Hour* 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

 

29 30 
4:30 p.m.  

Evangelism Meeting 

    

November 2021 
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 St. Paul’s Lutheran Women’s League Minutes 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Women’s League 

October 7, 2021 

The hostess for the October Meeting was Carolyn Stuhr.  Six members were 
present. Happy Birthday was sung to Bernice Johnsen. The Secretary and 
Treasurer’s reports were accepted as written. 
Circle Reports:   
 Anna Circle – Making Quilts    
 Elizabeth Circle – Prayer Chain 
 Mary/Martha Circle will meet at Eastside Perkins on November 15th at 6:00 p.m.   

In the business meeting we discussed the Fall Rally which was held in the school gym on October 16th at 9:00 
a.m.  We sang the hymns “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word” and “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”. The 
meeting was adjourned. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
       Respectfully Submitted,  Vernice Seebach, Secretary 

Veterans Day Memorial: Thursday, Nov. 11.  

 Veterans Day has its roots in what was called Armistice 

Day, when a peace agreement ended World War I on 

November 11, 1918. President Wilson proclaimed that 

Armistice Day was to be marked with solemn pride in heroism 

and with gratitude for victory as well as the “opportunity it has 

given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice.” In 

1954, the remembrance was renamed Veterans Day to honor 

all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for and honor 

all who serve and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, 

and to pray that God will bring peace on earth.  

 We would like to take today to remember those who 

have served or are currently serving our Country from our 

congregation. Members currently serving or retired are: 1st 

Class Petty Officer Dennis Hageman, Jr., United States Navy, 

Orange Park, Florida; Dudley Joines, Retired, United States Air 

National Guard 185th Refueling, Sioux City Iowa; Ryan 

Bratvold, United States Army Reserve;  2nd Lt. Douglas Van 

Cura, United States Army Reserve, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Colby 

Christiansen, United States Air National Guard 185th firefighter; 

Dane Wagner, Retired, United States Air National Guard 185th ; Drew Wagner, United States Air 

National Guard 185th and Justin Wagner, United States Air National Guard. (If we have missed 

anyone or listed the wrong information, please call the church office at 712-252-0338, so our 

records can be corrected.) 

As we celebrate the end of the church year and prepare for 

Advent and the coming of our Lord, please join us for 

Thanksgiving Eve Services at  12:15 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 24, 2021. Let us come together with 

thanksgiving in our hearts as we reflect on the bountiful 

blessings God has brought to us this year. 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  

612 Jennings St. 

Sioux City, IA 51101-1820 
_____________________________________ 

 
Church Office  712- 252-0338 

School Office 712-258-6325 

Email:            siouxcitystpauls@gmail.com 

Websites:        www.siouxcitystpauls.org 

November 2021 Newsletter 

Ushers for November Servants for the Month of November 
Altar Guild: Liz Sanders 

 
11/7 1st Service Steve Segebart 

 2nd Service Mike Popken 

11/14 1st Service Dallas Schulz 

 2nd Service Tim Draube 

11/21 1st Service Doug Lehr 

 2nd Service Dallas Schulz 

11/28 1st Service Nick Gunn 

 2nd Service Tim Draube 

Communion Elders for November 

11/6 6 p.m. Service Randy Johnson 

11/7 8:15 a.m. Service Daryl Heimgartner 

11/7 10:45 a.m. Service Tim Draube 

11/20 6 p.m. Service Randy Johnson 

11/21 8:15 a.m. Service Tim Draube 

11/21 10:45 a.m. Service Don Lantis 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)  
Worship Services  Traditional -Sat., 6:00 p.m. & Sun., 8:15 a.m. 

               Contemporary Service -10:45 a.m.  

Disciple Training Hour: Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

Live Streaming at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. on www.Facebook.com/

StPaulsLutheranChurchSchool 

DISCIPLE TRAINING HOUR-Sun. 9:30 -10:30 a.m. 

Adult Bible Class will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall in the Church basement.  

Youth and Sunday School  meet in the Sunday 
School Rooms 

Lesson of the Day with Frank Tenuta will meet in 
the Church office. 


