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WELCOME! We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.
AS WE GATHER The world hears a sentimental story, a typical account of an
underdog hero who has come to fight against all sorts of wrongs. Today we hear from
John the same story but with the revelation that the Child is the Word, that this is no
ordinary birth but the Word made flesh, and that this story is not about sentiment but
salvation. In the midst of this all is the reality that the world lies in the darkness of sin
and death—but not all of it. To those who believe on His name, the light shines and the
darkness has not and cannot overcome it. Here is where we are. We see the Word by
faith, hear His promise of salvation by faith, live in His light by faith, and rejoice that we
are the sons and daughters of God by faith.
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your onlybegotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Christmas Day Worship Service
(The congregation is invited to respond with the words written in bold.)

The Ringing of the Bells

The Wave of Fellowship

Hymn of Invocation

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
LSB 379
(stand as you are able for the last verse)
(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.)

The Invocation Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Opening Sentences Psalm 43:4; 124:8
P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God my exceeding joy.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
Confession and Absolution
P: Recalling our sin and God’s mercy, let us examine our lives and consciences.
(Silence for self-examination)
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins. In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Introit Ps. 98:1–4; antiphon: Is. 9:6
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C: and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

P: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
C: Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
P: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
C: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
P: The Lord has made known his salvation;
C: he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
P: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
C: break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C: and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
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P: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
C: Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
The Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: O Word of God made flesh of the Virgin, full of grace and truth, enlighten the
hearts and minds of Your people that we may feast upon Your Word by faith
and be reborn by Your power as the children of God; whom with the Father
and the Son You are one God and one Lord, both now and forevermore.
Amen.
The First Reading

Isaiah 52:7–10

(The Lord comforts His people.)
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How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace, who brings good news of
happiness, who publishes salvation, who
says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8
The voice of your watchmen—they lift
up their voice; together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see the return of the

Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together into
singing, you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people; he
has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations, and all
the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Gradual
We praise God together in the words of the Gradual.
Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C: and the government shall be upon His shoulder.
L: And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
C: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
L: Sing to the Lord a new song,
C: for He has done marvelous things!

The Epistle Lesson Hebrews 1:1–6 (Now He has spoken through His Son.)
1

Long ago, at many times and in many
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world.
4

3

He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high,
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having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of
the angels did God ever say, “You are my
Son, today I have begotten you”? Or

again, “I will be to him a father, and he
shall be to me a son”?
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn
into the world, he says, “Let all God’s
angels worship him.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Stand as you are able)

The Alleluia
C: Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Alleluia.
(Please remain standing for the Gospel and the Creed)

The Holy Gospel
John 1:1–14
(The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God.
3
All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that
was made. 4In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. 8He was not
the light, but came to bear witness about
the light.
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The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was
in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know
him. 11He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. 12But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.
The Children’s Message

(Please be seated)

Hymn of the Day

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Sermon

“Christmas, as John Writes It” John 1:1-14
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LSB 384

Offering of God’s People to their Beloved Savior

We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and offerings.
To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.
Please pass your Welcome Card to an usher or acolyte.
Acts 20:35b—{Jesus Said,} “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Offertory Hymn

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380

(stand as you are able)

The Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
For the faith to greet the news of the Word made flesh with joy and peace, for the
obedience of faith to walk in the light of His ways, for the strength to be steadfast in
this faith, and for speedy feet to proclaim this message to the world, let us pray to
the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For voices to proclaim faithfully the Word of God, for listening ears that we grow in
knowledge and faith by the preaching of the Word, for those who deliver to us the
Means of Grace in which we behold God’s glory and receive it with joy and
thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the Church, here and throughout the world, for every place where the Word has
planted hope and displayed God’s saving glory to the nations, and for the homes in
which we teach this Word to our children and live it out in holy lives, let us pray to
the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For peace in the world, for an end to violence, for the restoration of hope and lives
still suffering from the effects of the pandemic, for justice, for the will to protect life
from its beginning to its natural end, and for those in need, let us pray of the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who suffer any need of body or soul, for the sick, for the aged, for the
grieving, and for those in their last days, that the Lord be their healing, strength,
comfort, and peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all things needful to this body and life and for all things profitable to our
salvation, let us pray in the name of Christ, the Word made flesh, in whom we
behold the glory of the eternal Trinity, now and to the end of the ages.
C: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

(on the back cover of the hymnal)

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387

Silent Prayer
Postlude
+++++++
*ORDER OF SERVICE is reprinted from Lutheran Service Book, Copyright (c) 2006 Concordia Publishing
House. Reprinted by permission

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)
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Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m.)

Adult Bible Classes

Sun. 9:30 a.m.
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Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/StPaulsLutheranChurchSchool
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Merry Christmas
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor: Rev. Kenny Hsu
Special Worship Schedule:
New Year’s Eve Service: Thursday, Dec. 31st 6:00 PM
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