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WELCOME! We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.
AS WE GATHER Most of us have heard the old carol “O Holy Night,” but
sometimes we forget that none of us makes this night holy. The Lord makes this night
holy, and He needs no help from us. What He does ask of us is that we listen to the
familiar story, that we believe its truth and promise, and that we live in reflection of what
God has done to save us. We cannot make this night holy, but we can keep it holy with
faith that kneels at the manger, heads bowed in prayer and adoration, and voices
raised in a joyful song of thanksgiving and praise.
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
O Lord, in the wondrous events of our Savior’s
birth, You have fulfilled the promise You made through the prophets and delivered to us
Your own Son as our Savior and Lord. Help us to meet Christ in the manger of His
Word and altar and there to worship Him with joy and thanksgiving. Grant us to carry
forth into our lives the wonder of this night and to keep in holy lives the song of the
angels at His birth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom with the Father and the Holy
Spirit we honor one Lord, one God, now and to the end of the ages. Amen.
Worship Service
(The congregation is invited to respond with the words written in bold.)

The Ringing of the Bells
Solo

The Wave of Fellowship

“O Holy Night”

(stand as you are able for the last verse)

Soloist: Natalie Schulz

(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.)

The Invocation Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Lighting the Advent Candle
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness
C: and illumine Your Church.
The Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you
P: Let us pray.
C: O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive the Word
made flesh as our Redeemer, we may one day with sure confidence behold
the Son of Righteousness; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Proclamation
John 1:1–5; Isaiah 40:9
P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of
Judah, “Behold your God!”
Hymn
“On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”
LSB 377
1.
4.
On Christmas night all Christians sing
All out of darkness we have light,
To hear the news the angels bring,
Which made the angels sing this night,
On Christmas night all Christians sing
All out of darkness we have light,
To hear the news the angels bring,
Which made the angels sing this night:
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
“Glory to God and peace to men
News of our merciful King’s birth.
Now and forevermore. Amen.”
The First Reading

Luke 1:5–13, 16, 59–66 (Zechariah and Elizabeth)
(Presenters: The Hannemann Family)

5

In the days of Herod, king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah, of
the division of Abijah. And he had a wife
from the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. 6And they were
both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments
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and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had
no child, because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest
before God when his division was on
duty, 9according to the custom of the
priesthood,

he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense.
10
And the whole multitude of the people
were praying outside at the hour of
incense. 11And there appeared to him an
angel of the Lord standing on the right
side of the altar of incense. 12And
Zechariah was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear
you a son, and you shall call his name
John.
16
And he will turn many of the children
of Israel to the Lord their God,
59
And on the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child. And they would
Hymn
3

have called him Zechariah after his
father, 60but his mother answered, “No;
he shall be called John.” 61And they said
to her, “None of your relatives is called
by this name.” 62And they made signs to
his father, inquiring what he wanted him
to be called. 63And he asked for a writing
tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And they all wondered.
64
And immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue loosed, and he
spoke, blessing God. 65And fear came
on all their neighbors. And all these
things were talked about through all the
hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard
them laid them up in their hearts, saying,
“What then will this child be?” For the
hand of the Lord was with him.

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

LSB 344

(Vs. 1-2 The Hannemann Family, Vs. 3 Congregation)

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;

The Second Reading

Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

Luke 1:26–38 (Mary)
(Presenters: The Winckler Family)

26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” 29But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried
to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. 30And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
32
He will be great and will be called the

Son of the Most High. And the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How
will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will
be called holy—the Son of God. 36And
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this
is the sixth month with her who was
called barren.
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37

For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me
Hymn

“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”

(Vs. 1-2 The Winckler Family, Vs. 3 Congregation)

3

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her
head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
The Third Reading

Luke 2:1–7
(The infant Jesus)
(Presenters: The Hsu Family)

In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. 4And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he

3

was of the house and lineage of David,
5
to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6And
while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

“Away in a Manger”
LSB 364
(Vs 1-2 The Hsu Family, Vs. 3 Congregation)

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to
stay
Close by me forever and love me, I
pray.

The Fourth Reading

LSB 356

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s
holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

1

Hymn

according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender
care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee
there.

Luke 2:8–12
(Shepherds)
(Presenters: The Schulz Family)
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And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with fear. 10And the angel said
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you

5

good news of a great joy that will be for
all the people. 11For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

Hymn
3

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

(Vs.1-2 The Schulz Family, Vs 3 Congregation)

All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:

The Fifth Reading

Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

Luke 2:13–14
(Angels)
(Presenters: The Hannemann Family)
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And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,
Hymn
3

LSB 366

14

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he
is pleased!”

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
LSB 380
(Vs 1-2 The Hannemann Family, Vs. 3 Congregation)

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,

The Sixth Reading

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Matthew 2:1–11
(Wise Men)
(Presenters: The Winckler Family)
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Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For
we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all
the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

6

7

Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly star had appeared. 8And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I
too may come and worship him.” 9After
listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the
child was. 10When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And
going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.

Hymn
3

“What Child Is This”
LSB 370
(Vs 1-2 The Winckler Family, Vs. 3 Congregation)

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Sermon

Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

“Who, What, Where and Why?”

The Prayer of the Church
P: Dear people of God, once again we have heard the message of the angels, visited
Bethlehem with shepherds and Magi, and beheld the Son of God in human flesh,
born of the Virgin Mary and lying in a manger. Now let us respond with praise and
prayer, rejoicing to offer Him our petitions and supplications on behalf of ourselves
and everyone according to their need, confident that He will answer with all that is
good, right, and best for us all.
P: Merciful Father, we have lived through a time of great uncertainty and fear and now
come again into Your presence on this most holy of nights. Deliver us from all
epidemics, from the perils of war and violence, and from the loss of job and home.
Open our hearts to receive with faith the joy of our Savior’s coming and to trust in
His salvation forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Blessed Lord, give to those most in need the courage and patience to await Your
deliverance, and give to us kind and generous hearts that we share Your gifts with
those around us and multiply the blessing of Your rich and daily provision. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: O gracious God, deliver Your people from all their afflictions of body and soul, give
aid and comfort to the hospitalized, be present with the aged and infirm, and give to
the dying and the grieving Your peace, and those now named in our hearts. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: O wise and faithful Father, deliver Your Church from her enemies, and provide her
with faithful pastors to serve the Means of Grace to us in Your name. Give Your
guidance to those who lead us in our Synod, district, and circuit, and bless
especially our pastors, church workers, missionaries, and those preparing for fulltime service. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Mighty Lord, You have power over all things. Aid our government and elected
leaders with Your Word and Spirit that they be guided by Your commands to pursue
justice and work for the common good.
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Teach them and us the value of life and to work for the protection of the unborn,
the care of the widow and orphan, and the support of the aged. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: O loving God, we give You thanks that Mary heard Your Word and pondered it in
her heart and that Joseph served Your Son so faithfully. Bless husbands, wives,
parents, children, and all families. Help us to ponder Your Word in our hearts and
to live it out that our homes be places of blessing and peace. Accept our songs of
praise and the tithes and offerings we bring in response to Your mercy and as
signs of our gratitude and faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
The Confession and Absolution
P: Merciful Father,
C: We confess that we have sinned against You and against one another. We
have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You desire. We
do sincerely repent of our sins and ask Your mercy for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, to grant us forgiveness. Give us the will and desire to
amend our sinful lives by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we come to
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C: Amen.
Offering of God’s People to their Beloved Savior

We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and
offerings. Please place your offerings in the box upfront.
To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.
Please put your Welcome Card in the box at the back of the church.
Proverbs 11:25—Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will
himself be watered.
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Offertory Hymn
1

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref

2

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

The Lighting of the Candles

LSB 379

3

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Public domain

1 John 1:5–7; Matthew 5:14–16

(The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle to the ushers.
They pass the light on to the congregation.)

P: As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ,
the Child in the manger at Bethlehem, the Savior suffering our death on the cross
and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on
earth and the eternal light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle
or sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who transforms us with the
brightness of His glory.
This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all.
C: If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth.
P: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
C: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
P: You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge;
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Hymn
1

2

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

(Vs. 1 Natalie Schulz. Vs. 2,3 Congregation)

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

LSB 363

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
3

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
C: Amen! Glory to God in the highest! And peace to His people on earth!
Closing Hymn

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

3

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

2

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

4

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Silent Prayer
Postlude
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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