6 p.m. Sat., Dec. 19, & 8:15 a.m. Sun., Dec. 20, 2020
Sermon: “Christmas 101– How to Open Christmas Present”
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

(6 p.m. Sat. Dec. 19, & 8:15 a.m. Sun. Dec. 20, 2020)
Servants of God’s House Today:
Pastor: Rev. Kenny Hsu
Organists: 6 p.m. Sat., Joyce Seymour; 8:15 a.m. Sun. Mabel Huldeen
Ushers: Doug Lehr
Missionaries: Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump, Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf,
Rev. Paul Flo, Rev. Charles Cortwright
Elders: 6 p.m. Sat. Randy Johnson, 8:15 a.m. Sun. Dennis Hageman & Daryl
Heimgartner
Readers: 6 p.m. Sat. Marlis Hilden; 8:15 a.m. Sun. Doug Lehr
WELCOME! We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.
AS WE GATHER
We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but
also that of an old yet familiar mystery, the greatest mystery ever told. It doesn’t appear
on any list of greatest novels or plays written by earthly authors. It is the mystery of
God. More specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the salvation of the world. But as
we prepare to review the mystery of God—the Son of God becoming incarnate in our
human flesh and born of the Virgin Mary—the greater mystery is that He, Jesus, looks
over your shoulder now in the retelling and hearing of Christmas. The greater mystery
is that you not only know the old, familiar story but also that you believe it. And
believing brings about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven, that you
have a new, eternal life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter born of God.
The Gospel—the wisdom and mystery of God—is no longer a secret. For it is told by
your own mouth singing of God’s love and salvation in Jesus Christ.
HOLY COMMUNION The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod believes the Biblical
teaching that in communion we receive not the symbolic but the true body and blood of
Jesus Christ with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized
Christian who has been instructed in the same Biblical teaching, and if you agree with
the announcement on our communion card and the confession of our faith, please join
us to receive the gifts that Jesus Christ has prepared for us in communion. If you have
any questions or uncertainties, please feel free to make an appointment to talk with the
pastor during the week before communing with us.
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us
by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace
and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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(The congregation is invited to respond in the words written in bold.)

The Ringing of the Bells
Hymn of Invocation

The Wave of Fellowship

“A Great and Mighty Wonder”

LSB 383 vs.1,2,4

(stand as you are able for the last verse)
(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.)

The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Lighting the Advent Candle
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness
C: and illumine Your Church.

Service of the Word

The Kyrie “Lord, Have Mercy” (Sung)
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

The Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Strengthen Your gift of faith in us, and
keep us by Your power to be Your own; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 ESV (The Lord’s covenant with David)
1
Now when the king lived in his house my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of
and the Lord had given him rest from all hosts, I took you from the pasture, from
his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to following the sheep, that you should be
Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a prince over my people Israel. 9And I have
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells been with you wherever you went and
in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, have cut off all your enemies from before
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the you. And I will make for you a great name,
Lord is with you.”
like the name of the great ones of the
4
But that same night the word of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my
Lord came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my people Israel and will plant them, so that
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: they may dwell in their own place and be
Would you build me a house to dwell in? disturbed no more. And violent men shall
6
I have not lived in a house since the day I afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt the time that I appointed judges over my
to this day, but I have been moving about people Israel. And I will give you rest from
in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord
where I have moved with all the people of declares to you that the Lord will make
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the you a house.
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 16And your house and your kingdom
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why shall be made sure forever before me.
have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ Your throne shall be established forever.’”
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Now, therefore, thus you shall say to
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual We praise God together in the words of the Gradual.
Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
C: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. Blessèd
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we
bless you.
The Epistle Lesson

Romans 16:25–27 ESV (Doxology)

25

Now to him who is able to strengthen
you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages 26but has now been
disclosed and through the prophetic
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

writings has been made known to all
nations, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience
of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

(Stand as you are able)

The Alleluia and Verse Matthew 1:23a
C: Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel. Alleluia.
(Please remain standing for the Gospel and the Creed)

The Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 ESV (The birth of Jesus foretold)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be.
30
And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, 33and he will
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reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will
this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren.
37
For nothing will be impossible with
God.”
38
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
The Nicene Creed

(Please be seated)

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day
Sermon

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB 357 vs. 1-4

“Christmas 101– How to Open Christmas Present”

The Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
P: Almighty God, as we draw closer to the grand celebration of the incarnation and
birth of Your beloved Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we thank You for
making known the mystery of Your love from the very first promise to Adam and
Eve, through the continued witness of the holy prophets, apostles, and
evangelists, and finally through Your living voice through the ministers of Your
Church to this day. Grant that Your living Word ever call us and all sinners to
repentance and faith in Your only-begotten Son. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Keep all You have called to preach and teach and care for Your people in true
faith, guard them against the attacks of the evil one, and give them health and joy
in their ministry. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Send Your Spirit over the whole world that those who lead in the authority of
government acknowledge Your laws and will, making for times of peace that we
may live faithfully in safety. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: By Your Holy Word and Sacrament, strengthen us to obedient living. Send Your
grace, mercy, peace, and love to surround our families, inspire those of various
vocations in the world, comfort, defend, and heal all those in times of illness or
distress, especially Gola Bales. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your
Word including; Kenny Kasdorf Jr., Kim Strom, Beau Wagner, Kamryn Behrens,
Brandon Dodds, Joe Sulzbach, Nicole Castro, Tim Bratvold Jr., Kristy Rolfes,
Richard Meek, Amanda Swearingen, Ryan Dodds and Steven Segebart. Lord in
Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.
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P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Offering of God’s People to their Beloved Savior

We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and offerings.
Please place your offerings in the box upfront.
To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.
Please put your Welcome Card and Communion Card in the box at the back of the church.
Deuteronomy 16:16b-17—They shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed. Every man
shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that He has given
you.

Offertory Hymn

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LSB 361 vs.1,3,4

(Stand as you are able)

Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Service of the Sacrament
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)
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Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Lord’s Prayer
7

Words of our Lord
Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Agnus Dei Lamb of God (Sung)
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Reading of the Communion Announcement Card
(Please be seated)

The Distribution Hymns
“Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”
“Savior of the Nations, Come”

LSB 353
LSB 332

(Stand as you are able)

The Post Communion Collect
P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
The Closing Hymn

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387

Silent Prayer
Postlude

+++++++

*ORDER OF SERVICE is reprinted from Lutheran Service Book, Copyright (c) 2006 Concordia Publishing
House. Reprinted by permission
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)
Worship Services

Traditional (Sat., 6:00 p.m. & Sun., 8:15 a.m.)
Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m.)

Sunday School:

9:30 a.m.

Youth & Adult Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.

Upcoming Special Services

Christmas Eve Services— Thursday, December 24 at 6 and 11 p.m.
Christmas Day Service— Friday, December 25 at 9 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Service— Thursday , December 31 at 6 p.m.



Please call the church office to RSVP your spot. Due to COVID, we are limiting
capacity to 50% and would like to have a head count of who will be attending the
upcoming holiday services.



All these services will be In Person, Live Streamed on Facebook,
and also available on our Church Website and App the following day.





Facebook Page: www.Facebook/stpaulslutheranchurchschool
Website: www.siouxcitystpauls.org
App found on Google Play or the App Store by searching St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Sioux City
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Christmas 101- How to open Christmas present!”
Date: 12/20/20

Text: Luke 1:26–38

Verse to Remember

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Points to Ponder
1. How do you open your Christmas presents?

2. How did Adam & Eve open their Christmas present?

3. How did Moses open his Christmas present?

4. How did King David open his Christmas present?

5. How did Mary open her Christmas present?

6. How did Apostle Paul open his Christmas present?

7 .How do you open your Christmas present correctly?
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