10:45 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 20, 2020
Sermon: “Christmas 101– How to Open Christmas Present”
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WELCOME! We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.
AS WE GATHER
We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but
also that of an old yet familiar mystery, the greatest mystery ever told. It doesn’t appear
on any list of greatest novels or plays written by earthly authors. It is the mystery of
God. More specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the salvation of the world. But as
we prepare to review the mystery of God—the Son of God becoming incarnate in our
human flesh and born of the Virgin Mary—the greater mystery is that He, Jesus, looks
over your shoulder now in the retelling and hearing of Christmas. The greater mystery
is that you not only know the old, familiar story but also that you believe it. And
believing brings about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven, that you
have a new, eternal life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter born of God.
The Gospel—the wisdom and mystery of God—is no longer a secret. For it is told by
your own mouth singing of God’s love and salvation in Jesus Christ.
HOLY COMMUNION The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod believes the Biblical
teaching that in communion we receive not the symbolic but the true body and blood of
Jesus Christ with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized
Christian who has been instructed in the same Biblical teaching, and if you agree with
the announcement on our communion card and the confession of our faith, please join
us to receive the gifts that Jesus Christ has prepared for us in communion. If you have
any questions or uncertainties, please feel free to make an appointment to talk with the
pastor during the week before communing with us.
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us
by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace
and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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Worship Service
(The congregation is invited to respond in the words written in bold.)
The Ringing of the Bells

The Wave of Fellowship

The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Lighting the Advent Candle
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness
C: and illumine Your Church.
Opening Song

“Here I am to Worship”

Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You

Chorus: So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You’re my God
(And) You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came to the Earth You created, all for love’s sake became poor
(chorus)
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross,
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. (chorus twice)
(Words & music by Tim Hughes, 2000 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music, used by permission CCLI
#11440148 and 20162974)

Nicene Creed
First Lesson 2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 ESV (The Lord’s covenant with David)
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Now when the king lived in his house
and the Lord had given him rest from all
his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to
Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells
in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the
Lord is with you.”
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But that same night the word of the
Lord came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord:
Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I
have not lived in a house since the day I
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brought up the people of Israel from Egypt
to this day, but I have been moving about
in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places
where I have moved with all the people of
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
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Now, therefore, thus you shall say to
my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, that you should be
prince over my people Israel.
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And I have been with you wherever you
went and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. And I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great
ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And
violent men shall afflict them no more, as

formerly, 11from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel. And I will
give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that
the Lord will make you a house.
16
And your house and your kingdom
shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.’”

The Epistle Romans 16:25–27 ESV (Doxology)
25
Now to him who is able to strengthen writings has been made known to all
you according to my gospel and the nations, according to the command of the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the eternal God, to bring about the obedience
revelation of the mystery that was kept of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory
secret for long ages 26but has now been forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
disclosed and through the prophetic
(Please stand, as you are able, for the Gospel)

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 ESV (The birth of Jesus foretold)
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
was sent from God to a city of Galilee of his kingdom there will be no end.”
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will
a man whose name was Joseph, of the this be, since I am a virgin?”
house of David. And the virgin’s name was 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, Spirit will come upon you, and the power
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with of the Most High will overshadow you;
you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the therefore the child to be born will be called
saying, and tried to discern what sort of holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your
greeting this might be.
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
30
And the angel said to her, “Do not be conceived a son, and this is the sixth
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with month with her who was called barren.
37
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
For nothing will be impossible with
your womb and bear a son, and you shall God.”
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
will be called the Son of the Most High. servant of the Lord; let it be to me
And the Lord God will give to him the according to your word.” And the angel
throne of his father David, 33and he will departed from her.
Children’s Message
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The Song of Instruction “He Knows My Name”
I have a Maker, he formed my heart.
Before even time began, life was in his hand.

He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought.
He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call.
I have a Father, He calls me His own.
He’ll never leave me, no matter where I go.
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought.
He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call.
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought.
He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call.
He hears me when I call.
(Words & music by Tommy Walker, 1996 Doulos Publishing, used by permission CCLI
#11440148 and 20162974)

The Word

“Christmas 101– How to Open Christmas Present”
WE WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIVING

We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and
offerings. Please place your offerings in the box upfront.
To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.
Please put your Welcome Card in the box at the back of the church.

Deuteronomy 16:16b-17—They shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed. Every man shall give
as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that He has given you.

Offertory

Flute Solo by Chaney Neff

The Prayer of the Church
P: For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your
Word including; Kenny Kasdorf Jr., Kim Strom, Beau Wagner, Kamryn Behrens,
Brandon Dodds, Joe Sulzbach, Nicole Castro, Tim Bratvold Jr., Kristy Rolfes,
Richard Meek, Amanda Swearingen, Ryan Dodds and Steven Segebart. Lord in
Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.
Confession and Absolution
P: That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the mystery of God’s love, let
us first empty ourselves of everything that has closed our hearts to God,
confessing our sin and need of forgiveness and life.
C: At the Lord’s own invitation and command, I confess all my sins to God, the
very thoughts, words, and deeds with which I have offended Him and hurt my
neighbor. I come now in the sincere hope and faith of the forgiveness of God
made known to the whole world in the mystery of His Son, Jesus Christ, who
has sacrificed His own flesh and blood for me. Remove my sin and guilt for
His sake, and restore a right spirit within me. Amen.
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
INVITATIONAL SONG
(“Praise Team):
He said come to the table
Come join the sinners who have been redeemed
Take your place beside the Savior now
Sit down and be set free
Come to the table
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
READING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT CARD FOR HOLY COMMUNION
(Praise Team will be served communion at this time.)
DISTRIBUTION

“Word of God Speak”

I’m finding myself at a loss for words,
And the funny thing is, it’s okay.
The last thing I need is to be heard,
But to hear what You say. (chorus)
(chorus)
Word of God, speak
Would you pour down like rain,
Washing my eyes to see shout Your majesty,
To be still and know that You’re in this place?
Please let me stay and rest in Your holiness?
Word of God, speak.
I’m finding myself in the midst of You,
Beyond the music, beyond the noise.
All that I need, is to be with You,
And in the quiet, I hear Your voice. (chorus)

(2002 Wordspring Music & Songs from the Indigo Room, Simpleville Music, INC. used by permission, CCLI
#11440148 and 20162974)

The Lord’s Prayer
The Benediction
The Going Out Song

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!
Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, Who ordered all things mightily;
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To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. (refrain)
Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times gave holy law, In cloud and majesty and awe. (refrain)
Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, From ev’ry foe deliver them
That trust your mighty pow’r to save; Bring them in vict’ry through the grave.
(refrain)
Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. (refrain)

Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight
(refrain)
Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;
Oh bid our sad divisions cease, And be yourself our King of Peace.
(Public domain)
(Refrain)

Upcoming Special Services

Christmas Eve Services— Thursday, December 24 at 6 and 11 p.m.
Christmas Day Service— Friday, December 25 at 9 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Service— Thursday , December 31 at 6 p.m.



Please call the church office to RSVP your spot. Due to COVID, we are limiting
capacity to 50% and would like to have a head count of who will be attending the
upcoming holiday services.



All these services will be In Person, Live Streamed on Facebook,
and also available on our Church Website and App the following day.





Facebook Page: www.Facebook/stpaulslutheranchurchschool
Website: www.siouxcitystpauls.org
App found on Google Play or the App Store by searching St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Sioux City

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2. Copyright 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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Christmas 101- How to open Christmas present!”
Date: 12/20/20

Text: Luke 1:26–38

Verse to Remember

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Points to Ponder
1. How do you open your Christmas presents?

2. How did Adam & Eve open their Christmas present?

3. How did Moses open his Christmas present?

4. How did King David open his Christmas present?

5. How did Mary open her Christmas present?

6. How did Apostle Paul open his Christmas present?

7 .How do you open your Christmas present correctly?
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