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10:45 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 
Sermon: “What’s Really Important in Life?”    

1 Kings 3:4–15    
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The Second Sunday After Christmas 
10:45 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 

Servants of God’s House Today: 
Pastor:  Rev. Kenny Hsu   D.C.E. Intern: Grace Wolfgram 

Elder: Tim Draube     Praise Team Leader: Doris Hill 
Ushers:  Mike Popken Team 

Missionaries: Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf, Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump,  
Rev. Paul Flo, Charles Cortwright  

Reader: Cheney Neff 

WELCOME!  We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for 
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.   

AS WE GATHER The end of a calendar year and the beginning of a new set of 
months brings a special opportunity to look at our lives. What has been most 
memorable in our lives in the past weeks and months? How might our priorities change 
in the next months? The Readings in today’s service are not often heard because the 
calendar does not always bring two Sundays after Christmas. Wisdom is waiting to be 
found by each of us here in this place today as we hear God’s Word and seek His 
kingdom in this New Year of grace. God’s wisdom is here to bless us each time we 
gather for worship! 

 HOLY COMMUNION  The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod believes the Biblical 
teaching that in communion we receive not the symbolic but the true body and blood of 
Jesus Christ with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized 
Christian who has been instructed in the same Biblical teaching, and if you agree with 
the announcement on our communion card and the confession of our faith, please join 
us to receive the gifts that Jesus Christ has prepared for us in communion. If you have 
any questions or uncertainties, please feel free to make an appointment to talk with the 
pastor during the week before communing with us. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP    Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts 
the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Worship Service 
(The congregation is invited to respond in the words written in bold.) 

The Ringing of the Bells                                                         The Wave of Fellowship 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School 
- A Family to Whom You Belong - 

Our Mission is to: Make More & Better Disciples 
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The Invocation    
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences Hebrews 8:10–12; Psalm 122:1 
P: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

declares the Lord: 
C: I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be 

their God, and they shall be My people. 
 

P: And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 
‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest. 

C: For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more.” 

 

P: I was glad when they said to me, 
C: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 
Opening Song “Mary’s Little Boy Child” 
 Long time ago in Bethlehem So the Holy Bible say, 
 Mary’s Boy Child, Jesus Christ, Was born on Christmas day. 
 Hark, now hear the angels sing, “New King’s born today,  
 And man will live forevermore Because of Christmas Day.” 

 While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
They saw a bright new shining star, And heard a choir from heaven sing;  
The music came from a far. 
Hark, now hear the angels sing, “New King’s born today, 
And man will live forevermore Because of Christmas Day.” 

Now Joseph and his wife Mary Came to Bethlehem that night; 
They found no place to bear her Child; Not a single room was in sight. 
By and by, they found a little nook In a stable all forlorn, 
And in a manger cold and dark, Mary’s little Boy Child was born. 
Trumpets sound and angels sing; Listen to what they say, 
That man will live forevermore Because of Christmas Day. 

(Words & music by Jester Hairston, 1981 Schumann Music Co., used by permission) CCLI 
#11440148 and 20162974 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
First Lesson  1 Kings 3:4–15  (Solomon prays to God for the gift of wisdom.) 

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the great high place. 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar.  5At Gibeon the 
Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give 

you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have 
shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant David my father, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you.  
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The Epistle   Ephesians 1:3–14  (We are gifted with God’s spiritual blessings.) 

 
(Please stand, as you are able, for the Gospel) 

Holy Gospel  Luke 2:40–52 (The boy Jesus is found in the temple at Jerusalem.) 
  
 

And you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne this day. 

 7And now, O Lord my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of David 
my father, although I am but a little child. I 
do not know how to go out or come in. 

 8And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, too many to be numbered or 
counted for multitude. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern 
this your great people?” 10It pleased the 
Lord that Solomon had asked this.  

11And God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches or the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 
12behold, I now do according to your word. 
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning 
mind, so that none like you has been 
before you and none like you shall arise 
after you. 13I give you also what you have 
not asked, both riches and honor, so that 
no other king shall compare with you, all 
your days. 14And if you will walk in my 
ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it 
was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem 
and stood before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, and made a feast for 
all his servants. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love 
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he predestined us for 

adoption through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of 
his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved.  

7In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8which 
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight 9making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he 

set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

11In him we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works 
all things according to the counsel of his 
will, 12so that we who were the first to hope 
in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 13In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. 
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Children’s Message      

The Song of Instruction  “Thy Word”  
 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  (Repeat) 
 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still You’re there right beside me. 
 And nothing will I fear as long as You are near.  Please be near me to the end. 

 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  (Repeat) 
 I will not forget Your love for me and yet, my heart forever is wandering. 
 Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side, and I will love You to the end. 

 Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  (Repeat last line) 
(Words & music by Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith, copyright 1984 Bug and Bear Music, used by permission CCLI 
#11440148 and 20162974) 

 
The Word “What’s Really Important in Life?”   1 Kings 3:4–15  
  

WE WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIVING 
We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.  

St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and 
offerings. Please place your offerings in the box upfront. 

To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are 
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.   

Please put your Welcome Card in the box at the back of the church. 

1 Chronicles 29:11– Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and 

You are exalted as head above all. 

 

 

 

 
40And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor 
of God was upon him. 41Now his parents 
went to Jerusalem every year at the 
Feast of the Passover. 42And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up 
according to custom. 43And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 
44

but supposing him to be in the group 
they went a day’s journey, but then they 
began to search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, 45and when 
they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, searching for him.  

46After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48And when his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. And his 
mother said to him, “Son, why have you 
treated us so? Behold, your father and I 
have been searching for you in great 
distress.”  

49And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” 

50
And 

they did not understand the saying that 
he spoke to them. 51And he went down 
with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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Offertory “How Great Is Our God” 
Verse 1 The splendor of the King, Clothed in majesty;  

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice.  
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,  
and trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.  

Chorus:  How great is our God!  Sing with me, How great is our God! 
And all will see How great, how great is our God! 

Verse 2 And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands;  
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The God head, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  (chorus) 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise.  My heart will sing: How great is our God! 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise.  My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

(Chorus 3 times) 
(Words & music by Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves & Ed Cash, 2004 worship together, Six Steps Music, used by 

permission, CCLI # 11440148 and 20162974) 
  

The Prayer of the Church 
P:   For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your 

Word including; Dana Beatty, Charlotte Hansen, Beverly Rabe, Sharon Sparr, 
Maxwell Knowles, Harrison Knowles, Patsy White and Jeff Frank. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious and heavenly Father. 
C: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have 

transgressed Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not always been wise in our thinking and our 
speaking and our actions. Our motives and thoughts have not always been 
pure. We deserve Your punishment now and for eternity. O God, in Your 
mercy forgive our sin and restore us to a full and joyful relationship with You, 
through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all that we do by Your Holy Spirit 
that in the year now beginning we joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey 
Your Commandments as Your redeemed people. 

 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the 
God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
INVITATIONAL SONG            (“Praise Team):  
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 He said come to the table 
Come join the sinners who have been redeemed 
Take your place beside the Savior now 
Sit down and be set free 
Come to the table  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

READING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT CARD FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(Praise Team will be served communion at this time.) 

 

DISTRIBUTION  “You Are” 

Verse 1 When I can’t find the words to say how much it hurts, You are the healing in 
my heart. When all that I can see are broken memories, You are the light that’s 
in the dark. 

(Chorus) You are the song, You are the song I’m singin’.   
 You are the air, You are the air I breathe in. 
 You are the hope, You are the hope I’m needin’.  Whoa, You are 
 Verse 2 And when my circumstance leaves me with empty hands, You ’re the 

provider of my needs. When all my dirtiness has left me helpless, You are the 
rain that washes me. (Chorus) 

(Refrain) 
   If I had no voice, If I had no tongue, I would dance for You like the risin’ sun.   
 And when that day comes and I see Your face, I will shout Your endless 

glorious praise.  (Repeat 2x) (Chorus) 
  
You are the song, You are the song I’m singin’, 
You are the air, You are the air I breathe in. 
You are the hope, You are the hope I’m needin’.  Whoa, You are 

(Words & music by Rhyan Shirley, Jared Martin, Colton Dixon, Mike Busbee, arr. by Carol Tornquist.  2012 
EMICMG Music, used by permission) CCLI #11440148 and 20162974 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Benediction 

The Going Out Song  “Our God”  
 Water you turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind. 
 There’s no one like You, none like You. 
 Into darkness You shine, out of the ashes we rise. 

There’s no one like You, none like You. 

Chorus: Our God is greater, our God is stronger. God, You are higher than any 
other. 

Our God is Healer, awesome in power.  Our God, our God. 
  And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
  And if our God is with us, then what could stand against? 
  And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?   
  And if our God is with us, then what could stand against? (repeat chorus) 
(Words/Music by Jesse Reeves, Chris Tomlin, Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin, arr. By Carol Tornquist, CCLI 
#11440148 and 20162974) 
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“What’s Really Important in Life?” 
Text: 1 Kings 3:4–15                                                   Date: 01/03/21 

Verse to Remember: 
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.” Matthew 6:33 
 

Points to Ponder 
1. What are your life goals in 1 year, 5 years, and 15 years? 
 
 
 
 
 
2 . What’s really important in life?   
 
 
 
 
 
3. Life with God VS. Life without God 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Of most importance for our lives are ___________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Of most importance for our lives is ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Of most importance for our lives is ____________________________________ 

 
 
 
*Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2.  Copyright 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 

reserved.  Used by permission. 


