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May Newsletter

On May 2, 2021, WHFUMC will be open for Worship, Children’s Church, and Sunday School. However,
because COVID is not over and we care about everyone’s safety, all persons (2 and older) will be required to
wear a mask and practice physical distancing measures in a spirit of Christian love. Hand-sanitizing stations will be
available in various locations, used spaces and rooms will be disinfected after each event, and other health practices will
be followed appropriate to the current CDC guidelines.
Adult Groups (such as, Sunday School Classes, choirs, and other small groups) may choose to meet without masks, if,
and only if, ALL present at the class/event have received a complete vaccination for COVID-19.
Because children and youth under 16 are not yet eligible for vaccination, children’s ministry and youth ministry
activities will require a mask for all present.
Both the 8:15 am (Traditional Worship) and the 10:30 am (Blended Worship) services will be in the Fellowship Hall/
Gym.
I encourage you to also read the following article I have compiled: “The Theology Behind Our Practice.” It consists of
excerpts from the 38 page ecumenical guide: Resuming Care-Filled Worship, April 2021.
The Theology Behind Our Practice
“From the very beginning, Christian believers have gathered for worship, prayer, instruction, fellowship, and mission as
the Body of Christ, the church. We congregate. Until we can’t, like when the coronavirus pandemic challenged both
church and culture, and we had to nd others ways to connect…
Now churches face a new challenge. As states “re-open,” how will we “do church” in-person while the pandemic is still
with us?…
At this time, medical science calls us to exercise great care. We can look at limits in a negative way. Or we can see
them as a way to protect us all and to be creative in ministry…
A care- lled, Christ-like, response to that challenge is much more than just opening the doors and inviting folks in as
was once our custom. We know the dangers still posed and the risks taken if we do that. We care too much to let that
happen. We also want to address the divisions in our society that are magni ed by the pandemic and the
disproportionate responses from area to area…
Whatever we do in our gatherings and other ministries indicates our understanding of who God is, what it means to be
disciples of Jesus, and how the Holy Spirit Energy empowers us to be God’s witnesses in the world. Jesus taught us that
love of God and love of neighbor are two inseparable aspects of one commandment for the people of God (Matthew
22: 35-40). During this pandemic, love of neighbor is our guide. We want to do everything we can to make sure we
bring no harm to anyone when we gather…
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As United Methodist Christians, we have had three general rules that have guided us since our beginning: (1) Do No
Harm. (2) Do Good. (3) Abide with God. These principals are to guide us in all situations, but especially during a time
of pandemic. To help put dangers of COVID behind us, and out of love for one another, we will follow the guidelines
of our denomination, our Bishop, and the Centers for Disease control. As guidelines change, we will notify you of
changes in our ministries.”

Early in the pandemic, the question I heard most from both colleagues in ministry and members of this congregation
was, "When will things get back to normal?" Then as sheltering and restrictions stretched on, the question
became, "What if things don't go back to the way they were?" Now, over thirteen months out, I hear church
people acknowledging that some things will be different and the question has become, "What could the new
future look like?"
At least three things come readily to my mind about how we might move into this new future.
First, we need to be in prayer and dialogue about how we can retain the most faithful of our practices. But at the
same time, we also need to be honest, curious, and bold about nding healthier ways of living together. Who knows,
this may be a great opportunity to forge a way of being and doing church that is more faithful to Christ than where
we were. “Just a closer walk with thee!”
Second, we need to pray and press ahead as God is leading. In scripture God says, “Behold, I do a new thing!” And
we Christians pray daily in the Lord’s Prayer for God’s kingdom to come on earth as in heaven. We as a local church
need to be in dialogue about when it's time to let go of programs and projects in order to start something new. God is
always calling us forward into God’s Kingdom ways of living. “We are walking in the light of God!”
Third, we need to do the work required to get on the same page so that we as a church can plan and then do ministry
in a new post-covid context. The church’s mission has always been the same since the very start – but how we do
that has been both contextually determined and evolving from the get go. We may not have all the directions and
itinerary that we want right now, but then we don’t have to, God is leading the way! “We’re marching to Zion!”
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--Dr. Doyle

Hello members of White House FUMC! I must say it has been a very good month being able to return to in- person
worship and see many of you on Sunday mornings. As the pandemic continues to go, we are continuing to do everything
we can to be as safe as we can and look forward to things slowly coming back to normal.
As a youth group, we have nally been able to meet back in person and it has been great! We will continue youth through
the month of May and the summer months with include four special events for the youth group.
May is a month that has traditionally been used to celebrate those graduating but has unfortunately been overlooked by the
pandemic. Well we want to make sure that our students are recognized. So I just wanted to say a big congratulations to
Abigail Kelly and James Willbanks on graduating in 2021! Join us in celebrating them by giving them a congrats if you see
them and praying for them in the years to come.
As always, if any of you need anything, please do not hesitate to reach out! I'll continue to pray for all of you and hope to
see those of you I haven't already seen very soon.
Blessings and Peace,
David Cowan

Eddie Ray Wilson
Rick Porter, Jane Zarada’s brother-in-law
Michael Tucker, Bobby Day’s nephew
Pat Marlin
Tonya McBride, Heather Brisson’s mother
Janice Downs, Janice Cartwright’s friend
Nancy Moore and family, friends of Cathy Cowan
Morgon Bobot
Robert Kelly and family, friends of Phillip Roberts
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To add a request to the prayer chain, please contact
Peggy Royster at 451-1922.

Our deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences to
Sam Hagler and family at the death of his great uncle as
well as his grandfather, Charles Willbanks;
and the friends and family of our former member,
Chris Michael.
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8:15 am: Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 am: Blended
Worship Service
6:00 pm: UTH
(7th-12th grade)

9
MOTHER’S DAY
8:15 am: Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 am: Blended
Worship Service
6:00 pm: UTH
(7th-12th grade)
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6:00 pm: Game
Night
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SENIOR SUNDAY
8:15 am: Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 am: Blended
Worship Service
6:00 pm: UTH
(7th-12th grade)

23
PENTECOST
SUNDAY

6:00 pm: Sculpting
Night

8:15 am: Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 am: Blended
Worship Service

30

31

6:00 pm: UTH

8:15 am: Traditional
Worship Service
10:30 am: Blended
Worship Service
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6:00 pm: UTH

Memorial
Day
Of ice Closed

Church Info:
NEW 15 TON TRANE UNIT:
$25,500
AMOUNT COLLECTED TO DATE:
$4,720

S U N D A Y
W O R S H I P
S E R V I C E S
Worship Services
8:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall
10:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall
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Rev. Lloyd Doyle, Pastor
Email: lloyddoyle@whitehousefumc.org
Francie Trostle, Children’s Ministry Director
Email: ftrostle@whitehousefumc.org
David Cowan, Youth Director
Email: dcowan@whitehousefumc.org
Sam Hagler, Music Director
Email: sahagler@whitehousefumc.org
Becky Curtis, Of ice Manager
Email: whfumc1@bellsouth.net

f

f

1 - David Marsh
1 - Kathleen Marsh
2 - Lola Talley
3 - Megan Lucas
4 - Lanny Wilkinson
5 - Tiffany Cartwright
9 - Susan Holcraft
10 - Joel Brisson
10 - Tom Byrum
12 - Danny Denning
12 - BJ Koval
14 - Cooper Minnicks
14 - Benjamin Minnicks
15 - Cory Jackson

17 - Susan Brown
17 - Bethel Wright
18 - John Wright
23 - Janey Cole
23 - Debbie Segars
24 - Natalie McFaddin
25 - Ken Hartman
25 - Madeline Segars
26 - Samantha Cook
26 - Mike Gossett
27 - Donna Koontz
30 - Ted Brown
31 - Chantz Elkins

C

O

N
U

T A C
S

T

3403 Hwy 31 W
White House, Tennessee 37188
615.672.7400
Website: whitehousefumc.org
Email: whfumc1@bellsouth.net
Church Of ice Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

