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INTRODUCTION TO THIS SERVICE 

Welcome to our Ash Wednesday at-home virtual worship service. 

 

Today is the first day of Lent. We begin our journey toward Easter. We start a very intentional time of doing spiritual practices to 

strengthen our faith and draw us closer to one another and to Jesus the Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

It’s worth the effort to daily: pray, read the Bible, do acts of mercy and justice, and to otherwise prepare ourselves. 

 

It’s not a normal time and we cannot begin our Ash Wednesday service as we normally do with in-person worship and the imposition 

of ashes. 

 

I do not know any safe ways to impose ashes or use ashes at home (ashes are acidic and cause skin burns if improperly applied). Please 

do NOT use ashes in any way this year.   

 

Instead, we will do something that is safer, and much more ancient: we are going to touch the soil of the earth. 

 

  

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 The John & Janie Anderson Family, leaders 

 

The soil of the earth is one of the Bible’s main metaphors or symbols of our mortality.   

 

Genesis 2:7 tells us, “Then the Lord God formed a person (adam) from the topsoil of the fertile land (adama) and breathed 

into its nostrils the breath of life, so that it became a living being.”   

 

Genesis 3:19 tells us, “By the sweat of your face you will eat bread—until you return to the fertile land, since from it you 

were taken; you are soil, to the soil you will return.”   

 

(all the people say together) 

Let us touch the soil. 

Let us remember that we are mortal. 

Let us rend our hearts. 

Let us receive God’s forgiveness and promises. 
 

TOUCHING THE SOIL   

       Sam Hagler, leader 

I invite you to place your hands in your bowl of soil.  Touch the soil. Manipulate the soil and hold it.  

 

As you touch the soil/earth, remember that you that you are mortal – you are created matter that is filled with the 

Breath/Spirit/Energy of God. 

 

         



 

♬ SONG: “Lead Me to the Cross” 

 Water’s Edge with Sam Hagler, leader 

 

Savior I come 

Quiet my soul remember 

Redemption's hill 

Where Your blood was spilled 

For my ransom 

Everything I once held dear 

I count it all as loss 

 

Lead me to the cross 

Where Your love poured out 

Bring me to my knees 

Lord I lay me down 

Rid me of myself 

I belong to You 

Lead me, lead me to the cross 

 

You were as I 

Tempted and trialed 

Human 

The word became flesh 

Bore my sin and death 

Now you're risen 

 
To your heart 

To your heart 

Lead me to your heart 

Lead me to your heart 

 

 

CALL TO REPENTANCE:  Joel 2: 1, 12-17 

 Francie Trostle, reader 

 

 

♬ SONG: “Change My Heart, O God”    

 Sam Hagler, leader 

 

Change my heart oh God 

Make it ever true 

Change my heart oh God 

May I be like You 

 

You are the potter 

I am the clay 

Mold me and make me 

This is what I pray 

 

Change my heart oh God 

Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 

May I be like You 

  --Eddie Espinoza, 1982 

 



QUOTES                       

 Clare Doyle, leader 

 

“What is dangerous  

isn’t grieving our mortality;  

it’s refusing to acknowledge it.” 

  -- J. Todd Billings, 2021 

 

 

Earth took of earth, earth with woe, 

Earth other earth to the earth added; 

Earth laid earth in an earthen grave. 

Then had earth of earth enough earth. 

  -- Anon., The Poetry Foundation 

 
 

Dust in the wind, 

All we are is dust in the wind. 

Everything is dust in the wind. 

  -- Kansas, song lyrics, 1978 

 
 

♬ MUSIC: “Dust and Ashes”                     
 Members from The Chancel Choir 

 

Dust and ashes touch our face 

Mark our failure and our falling. 

Holy Spirit come walk with us tomorrow 

Take us as disciples 

Washed and wakened by your calling. 

 

Chorus: 
Take us by the hand and lead us 

Lead us through the desert sands 

Bring us living water 

Holy Spirit come. 

 

Dust and ashes soil our hands-- 

Greed of market, pride of nation. 

Holy Spirit come walk with us tomorrow 

As we pray and struggle  

through the meshes of oppression. 

 

Dust and ashes choke our tongue 

In the wasteland of depression. 

Holy Spirit come walk with us tomorrow 

Through all gloom and grieving 

To the paths of resurrection. 

 --Wren and Hopson, 2009 

 

QUOTES     

 Tiffany Cartwright, leader 

 

“The time between death and resurrection  

is shrouded in mystery.  



All that can be confidently affirmed is that… 

the time will come when heaven and earth are reunited  

and the Lord dwells with all his creatures  

great and small.” 

  -- LaVonne Neff, 2021  

 

God will enter into your night, 

as the ray of the sun enters 

into the dark, hard earth, 

driving right down 

to the roots of the tree, 

and there, unseen unknown, 

unfelt in the darkness, 

filling the tree with life, 

a sap of fire 

will suddenly break out 

high above the darkness, 

into living leaf and flame. 

  -- Caryll Houselander, 1945 

 

 

♬ SONG: “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”       

 Sam Hagler, leader 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

fill me with life anew,  

that I may love what thou dost love,  

and do what thou wouldst do.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

until my heart is pure,  

until with thee I will one will,  

to do and to endure.  

Breathe on me breath of God, 

Till I am wholly thine, 

till all this earthly part of me 

Glows with the fire divine. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

so shall I never die,  

but live with thee the perfect life  

of thine eternity.  

  --Edwin Hatch, 1878 

 

PRAYER FOR PARDON 

 The McClendon Family, leaders 

 

 [All are invited to pray.] 

 Righteous God,  

  we humbly repent of all our sins,  

  great and small.  

 

 We bring our failures in caring, helping,  

  and loving; 



 We bring the sins of pain,  

  both known and unknown, 

  which we have caused others, 

  including you;  

We bring the sins of injustice, 

 in our culture and world, 

 which we do in our brokenness; 

 We bring the sins against the earth, 

  your creation, 

  which we do both directly and indirectly; 

 And we surrender all these sins  

  to the transforming power of your grace. 

 Help us accept the forgiveness you offer, 

  that we may walk closer with you  

  in the ways of holiness, 

 which you have made known to us 

  through Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION: “Gentle Shepherd” 

 Anita Watts, piano 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 

 Curtis Qualls and Carrigan Qualls, leaders 

 

 “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, 

 and will forgive our sins  

 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
     -- 1st John 1:9 

  

 “God so loved the world  

  that God gave God’s only Son, 

 that whoever believes and trusts in him  

  should not perish but have eternal life”     
     – John 3:16 

     
 Everyone responds:  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

♬ MUSIC: “Redeemed” 

 Josh Strother, leader 

 

 Chorus: 
 I am redeemed, You (LORD) set me free 

 So I'll shake off these heavy chains 

 Wipe away every stain,  

 now I'm not who I used to be, 

 I am redeemed! 

  --Big Daddy Weave, 2012 

 

 

 
 



TOUCHING THE SOIL, AGAIN 

 Sam Hagler, leader 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 I invite you to touch the soil again,  

 and repeat this prayer after me: 

 

      “I remember that I am earth / 

and to earth I shall return. / 

      Yet through Jesus Christ / 

I am promised Resurrected Life. / 

      Thanks be to God. / Amen.”   

 

CALL TO HOLY LIVING: Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 

 David Cowan, reader 

 

 

TENDING THE SOIL DURING LENT  

 Dr. Doyle, leader 

  

 
 
At the end of this service, I invite you to keep your bowl of soil  

and use it throughout Lent and Holy Week.  
Place the bowl of earth in a spot where you pray,  

or that is special to you or central to your daily life. 
 

Then each day of Lent (thru April 3) “tend” to the soil in your bowl.  

For example, each day touch the soil  

and offer a simple prayer such as: 

  

 “I remember that I am earth  

  and to earth I shall return. 

 But through Jesus Christ  

  I am promised Resurrected Life! 

 Thanks be to God. Amen.”   

 

“Tending” the soil can also include other symbolic actions, such as: placing a cross in the soil, or a small photo of a loved 

one many years gone, or drawing geometric patterns in the soil, etc. You might also plant a seed as a sign that our Lenten 

journey is taking us to new life in Resurrection (Easter). 

 

Although this is a difficult time of COVID pandemic and social uncertainties, it is also a time for faith and hope.  May this 

be a time when we trust in the coming Resurrection.  I invite you to hear these words of gospel: 

 



“We don’t want to you be uninformed, sisters and brothers, concerning those who have fallen asleep in death, that 

you may not grieve as those who have no hope. For since we trust that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in death.” 

   --1st Thessalonians 4: 13-14 

 

Friends, those who have this hope purify themselves as Christ is pure. 

 

Indeed. Let us keep a sacred and holy Lent.  Let us practice the social disciplines, and let us grow closer to God through 

Christ.  And may we each and every day try to live for Jesus! 

      

 

♬ SONG OF FAITH: “Living for Jesus” 
 Sam Hagler, leader 

                          

Living for Jesus, a life that is true, 

Striving to please Him in all that I do; 

Yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, 

This is the pathway of blessing for me. 

 

Chorus: 
O Jesus, Lord and Savior,  

I give myself to Thee, 

For Thou, in Thy atonement,  

didst give Thyself for me;  

I own no other Master,  

my heart shall be Thy throne;  

My life I give, henceforth to live,  

O Christ, for Thee alone. 

  -- Chisom and Lowden, 1917 

 
 

BENEDICTION/GOOD WORD OF BLESSING 

The Corbin Family, leaders 

 
“Now all glory to God,  

who is able to keep all of you from falling away  

and will bring you all with great joy  

into God’s glorious presence  

without a single blemish or fault;   

To the only God our savior,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

belong glory, majesty, power, and authority,  

before all time, now, and forever. Amen”     
     – Jude 24-25 

 

 

*This service was designed by Rev. Dr. Lloyd A. Doyle, based on rites and musics from ancient to modern, 2021. 

Tending.   Growing.  Bearing Fruit. 


