Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Jesus, You are the True Vine, and Heavenly Father, You are the gardener.  Your Word says that You cut off every branch in You that does not bear fruit. O Lord, have mercy on me I pray and forgive my fruitless living, for I do not want to be separated from You! May I always abide in You, and You in me, for as the branch cannot bear fruit alone unless it abides in the vine, neither can I bear fruit unless I abide in You.  
Your Word says that when spiritual fruit is born out of my life, You will prune me, so that I can bear even more fruit.  Heavenly Father, I choose now to submit to Your loving hand.  Forgive me Father, for the ways that I have hoarded Your blessings in my life and sown sparingly.  Make me to be a cheerful giver in all things – my time, resources and spiritual gifts.  You are the One who supplies all that I need for life and godliness and so I now ask:
   that the fruit of righteousness increase in my life (Pause and ask the Holy Spirit to show you areas of your life where righteousness should increase. Commit them to the Lord…)
   that my hunger for Your Word grow and Your Word dwell in me richly  (Lay before the Lord the time you spend in His Word, or the lack thereof, and ask for greater desire, insight and understanding of His Word…)
   that my desire for holiness would affect my daily living (Pause and ask for strength to stand against temptation. Confess areas of sin and ask for forgiveness)
   that as I seek Your kingdom first, You add to my life all I need (Bring your personal needs before the Lord and ask for His provision in each circumstance)

Like Abraham, may I not hold anything back, but firmly trust in Your character and Your promises.  May more of Jesus be seen in me, and less of myself. May I not go after worthless things but instead Father, teach me the secret of abiding in You, that I may  bear fruit in every good work and grow in my knowledge of You. 
May I be like a tree that is planted by streams of water, may I plant myself next to You, the Living Water, so that I will always bear fruit and never wither, but prosper in all that I do.  Even in my old age, may I still be spiritually fresh and green – alive in You! Thank You for choosing me to bear lasting, spiritual fruit.  Empower me by Your Spirit I pray, to abide in You today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
John 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Matthew 6:33; Genesis 22:2-12,16; John 3:30; 

1 Samuel 12:20-21; Colossians 1:10; Psalm 1:3; Psalm 92:14; 

John 15:16; Galatians 6:9
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God

MONDAY  Father I ask that we as Your people might be increasingly known for our lavish love and forgiveness of one another.  Keep us from pride that kills the work of Your Spirit and hardens our hearts to Your voice calling us to ‘run home’ to You. Give to us I pray, the gift of brokenness and repentance.   May we be clothed in humility. (Luke 15:11-32; 1 Peter 5:5)

TUESDAY    Father may we truly hate what is evil and cling to what is good.  Destroy every deed of darkness among us and may we put on the armor of light, clothing ourselves with Jesus only! Reveal the hidden things Father! Purify us and make us holy! (Romans 12:9; 13:12-14).
WEDNESDAY    Father capture our hearts again with the mystery and greatness of the work of Christ on the cross for our sins. May ‘first love passion’ for Jesus be restored in our fellowship – Revive us I pray! (Psalm 85:6) 

THURSDAY   Father I ask that by Your Spirit You would bind up the brokenhearted among us and set captives free. I pray for my brothers and sisters who are trapped in their minds by the pain of hurtful memories. I pray for healing in Jesus’ name. May their minds be renewed and their living transformed (Isaiah 61:1; Romans 12:1-2).

Continually remind us Father that sharing with others is a pleasing sacrifice to You. May we be outwardly focused so we don’t become self-absorbed, but enable us by Your Spirit to extend mercy to people in every kind of need (Hebrews 13:16; Philippians 2:4; Jude 22-23)

FRIDAY   Father transform us by the renewing of our minds that we might not be conformed any longer to the patterns of this world. May we become increasingly radical in our desire for holiness and guard our minds (Romans 12:1-2)
Pour-out Your Spirit on my brothers and sisters in Christ! Revive us –change us! Conform us to the image of Jesus (Luke 11:11-13; Psalm 85:6; Romans 8:29). (pray for those you know by name) 
SATURDAY   Father prepare the hearts of Your people today to worship You tomorrow. Prepare my heart I pray!  Make our hearts ready for the seed of Your Word and may each of us come before you with songs of thanksgiving and joy! Pour out Your Spirit on us as we gather I pray.
Father I ask that You build Your house– we do not want to labor in vain! In Your good pleasure, may we  prosper. May many be led to Jesus and Your love spread through our lives. May Your favor rest upon us Lord. Establish the work of our hands (Psalm 127:1; Psalm 51:18; Psalm 90:17)
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