“We would not make so many rash and unspiritual choices,

nor would we be so frequently at a loss what to do in the face of important decisions, if we would begin to fast in the Christian sense, and thus give the Spirit of prayer an opportunity to speak to our souls.”  O. Hallesby
Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Father thank You, that because of my confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, I have the promise of never-ending life with You. How grateful I am for the love that you have lavished on me through Jesus and that You call me Your child! 

I thank You for the hope that I have that when Jesus appears, I will be like Him for I will see Him as He is. So help me I pray, to purify myself just as He is pure.  Remind me by Your Spirit that as long as I am at home in my earthly body, I am away from You. May I follow the example of the saints before me who lived as aliens and strangers on the earth and longed for a heavenly country. May my longing for heaven and to be in Your presence increase Lord!
Empower me by the Holy Spirit to abstain from sinful desires that war against my soul. May my life be full of good deeds that You might be glorified through my life.  Guard my heart from loving the world or the things of the world, for I know that the world and its desires will cease to exist, but those who do Your will, will live forever.

May I be found longing for Jesus to return.  Even in the midst of trials that I face, may I persevere with joy for I know that You have promised a crown of life for those who love You and stand the test.  Use the momentary troubles in my life to achieve an eternal glory – to form Christ in me, for I know that my present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in me. 

As I wait for that day, may I truly fix my eyes on Jesus, throw off everything that hinders me and run with perseverance the race that You have marked out for me.  
Oh how I long for Your appearing!  Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus.  Amen and amen.

1 John 2:25; I John 3:1-3; 2 Corinthians5:6; Hebrews 11:13-16; 
1 Peter 2:11-12; 1 John 2:15-17; James 1:12; 2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 8:18; 
Hebrews 12:1-2; 2 Timothy 4:8
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God

MONDAY   Father may we truly live and move and have our very being in Jesus alone. May the power of the resurrection be displayed and lived out in our lives. Energize us by Your Spirit and may apathy, laziness and lukewarm-living be put to death! (Acts 17:28; Ephesians 1:19-22)

Father, I ask that we might become a true community of believers. Knit our hearts together Lord! Bless us with the presence and power of the Holy Spirit
TUESDAY   Father I pray that we would be increasingly sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see – increase our faith! Sponsor prayers of faith within us as Your people, and move us from safe living, to risk taking for the sake of Your kingdom and Your purposes! (Hebrews 11:1; James 2:17)

Father destroy all pride in us– in me Father. May we truly submit to You so that we can resist the devil and all of his schemes (James 4:7,10).

WEDNESDAY    You have said Lord, that Your house is to be a ‘house of prayer for all nations. Father, teach us to pray, to really enter into a deeper longing for you- greater faith, greater fervency. Make us to be a true house of prayer (Mark 11:17).
May those in our community of faith who are hard pressed on every side, be encouraged by Your Spirit to stand firm. Strengthen them I pray. (Pray for those you know of by name who are experiencing trials…)
THURSDAY   Pry our fingers off of the things of this world Lord. May we not love the world, but may our love for You increase! (1 John 2:15)

May each of us Father use the gifts that You have given to us to serve others, that we might be faithful in dispensing Your grace (1 Peter 4:10).

FRIDAY   Protect Your people from hollow and deceptive philosophies of the world. May we be dependent on Christ alone! Renew us from the inside out, may we think on only those things that are excellent and praiseworthy (Colossians 2:8; Philippians 4:8)
May we become radical in the way that we follow after You Lord Jesus, radical in the way that we turn from sin, radical in our obedience, radical in our acts of love.
SATURDAY   Father, I ask that the Holy Spirit be poured out on our church campus, on my brothers and sisters in Christ – on all who enter the sanctuary! Convict of sin, change and transform us. Soften hard hearts! Revive us again Lord! Revive us I pray!
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