“What we do in secret determines the soundness of who we are in public.  
Prayer is the secret work that develops a life that is thoroughly authentic and 
deeply human.”  Eugene Peterson, Run with the Horses
Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Father I come before You this day, overwhelmed by Your holiness. In light of who You are, I am keenly aware of the weaknesses of my fleshly nature. Have mercy on my O God. Forgive me for going my own way and not aligning my life with Your perfect will. I confess that I have been misguided by my own self-serving purposes and have lost sight of Your face. 
This day, I choose to turn around and run to You! How thankful I am for Your continual invitation to run home.  That You are always watching for my return and longing for my embrace is beyond my ability to comprehend! Remove from me I pray, the shame of my sin that keeps me from running into Your arms, looking on Your face and receiving Your forgiveness. Fill me afresh with the Holy Spirit I pray!
May my mind be set on things above, not on things of this earth.
May I be a person of blessing this day. Help me to encourage those who are tired and wearied by the cares of this world.

Give me opportunity to love in deed and action. May I forgive others as You Lord Jesus, have forgiven me!
Father it is my desire that the imprint of Jesus be left behind wherever I go, whatever I encounter, whoever I meet. Accomplish this through me.
Father, I do not want to be one who follows You half-heartedly or out of convenience. May I always stand firm and not allow anything to move me away from You, and give myself wholly to Your purposes. Use me as a messenger of reconciliation.  
How grateful I am that You are compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love and that the door is open and Your invitation to return to intimate fellowship with You is always before me.  
Restore to me I pray, the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit that Your glory might be displayed through my life in ever-greater measure.  These things I pray with deep gratitude for the gift of repentance, in Jesus’ Name. Amen

Luke 15:20-24; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 3:13, 10:25; James 2:20,26; 1 John 3:8-9; 
Matthew 6:15; Matthew 10:8; Matthew 5:16; Matthew 5:13-14; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 
Psalm 103:8-19; Psalm 51:12-13
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God
MONDAY  Father I pray for my brothers and sisters in Christ who are entangled somehow in sin. I ask that they would receive a fresh glimpse of You watching for their return, and run into Your arms (Luke 15:20-24). 
Father may we not only love with the words that we say, but with actions and in truth, that our hearts might be continually at rest in Your presence (1 John 3:8-9).
TUESDAY  Father may we not give the enemy a foothold in our lives by holding onto anger, by Your Spirit may we be increasingly patient with one another and bear with one another in love (Ephesians 4:26; 4:2).
I ask Lord that Your perfect love would drive away all fear from our lives. I pray for my brothers and sisters who are struggling under a cloud of fear and anxiety. I ask in Jesus’ name that this heaviness be lifted and their trust in You increase. (1 John 4:18).
WEDNESDAY Give us ‘God-sized’ dreams for the ministry that you wish to accomplish through us, for You are able to do more than all we can ask or imagine! Embolden us to be risk-takers for the sake of Your kingdom! (Ephesians 3:30; Hebrews 11:1,6). 
Give to all of us I pray a spirit of brokenness and repentance, that nothing might diminish the intimacy of our relationship with You.
THURSDAY  Father bind up the brokenhearted among us I pray and set captives free. I pray for my brothers and sisters who are trapped in their minds by the pain of hurtful memories. I pray for healing in Jesus’ name and ask that their minds would be renewed and their living transformed (Isaiah 61:1; Romans 12:1-2).
Keep us from turning away from You Father. May we be steadfast. Revive us and restore us. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Make Your face shine one us, that the world may know that we are Yours (Psalm 81:18-19).
FRIDAY  Keep us from pride that kills the work of Your Spirit and hardens our hearts to Your voice calling us to ‘run home’ to You. Give to us I pray, the gift of brokenness and repentance.   May we be clothed in humility. (Luke 15:11-32; 1 Peter 5:5)

Teach us to control our tongues Lord. May all gossip and unwholesome talk be put to death among us and may we instead become those who edify, encourage and build one another up.
SATURDAY   Lord Jesus I pray for those among us who are seeking Truth. Draw them to Yourself by the Holy Spirit I pray. Open their spiritual eyes that they might know You.
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