 “Bear up the hands that hang down by faith and prayer; support the tottering knees….Storm the throne of grace and persevere therein,
 and mercy will come down.”  John Wesley

Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Father, You are great and greatly to be praised! How awesome are Your deeds O Lord! Nothing is too difficult for You.  I delight in You and rejoice in Your great love and mercy expressed to me through Jesus – for You have clothed me with Your garment of salvation and given me a robe of righteousness!  Because of Jesus, I am holy in Your sight! How can this be? O, how thankful I am that it is true! Hallelujah!

Forgive me I pray, and make me increasingly aware of the ways I often live as if Jesus’ sacrifice was not enough.  Keep me from - stop me Lord, from trying to win Your approval, or do ‘good things’ in order to pay for my sin! Restore to me the joy of Your salvation that I might have true joy and gladness flowing from my life. 
May I always give thanks to You, call on Your Name and proclaim that Your Name is to be exalted… pause and give thanks to the Lord 
May I sing because of the glorious things You have done!... pause and sing to the Lord
May I shout aloud for joy because of Your greatness and because You are with me!... shout to the Lord “You are great O Lord! With you all things are possible!” 
As I sit at Your feet this moment, fill me with joy in Your presence. Help me to abide in Christ that I might walk in joy this day.  Thank You, Father for the promise of Your Word that the day is coming when everlasting joy will crown my head, gladness and joy will overtake me and all sorrow will be gone! In the meantime, even when there are trials in my life, may my eyes remain fixed on Jesus, rejoicing in You. Empower me by Your Spirit to remember that every trial is an opportunity for me to become more like Jesus, witness Your glory and greatness and learn to trust You more! 
May it be true of me, Lord Jesus, that though I have not seen You, I love You, and though I cannot see You now, I believe in You and am filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy!  May this kind of joy be my strength this day.  I ask this in Your mighty name Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Isaiah 61:10; Hebrews 10:10; Psalm 51:7-8,12; Isaiah 12:3-6; Psalm 16:11; 
John 15:11; Isaiah 31:10; 2 Corinthians 6:10; Hebrews 12:2; James 1:2; 
1 Peter 1:8; Nehemiah 8:10
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God
MONDAY   Pry our fingers off of the things of this world Lord. May we not love the world, but may our love for You increase! (1 John 2:15)

Father deliver us from lust I pray and purify our hearts until our greatest passion and desire is for You alone (Matthew 5:27-30).
TUESDAY   I ask in Jesus mighty name that fear be crushed and put to death in the lives of my brothers and sisters. Replace timidity with holy boldness I pray (2 Timothy 1:7).  

Father may those who lead us, have Your wisdom. Pour-out Your Holy Spirit on them Father and increase their discernment. 
WEDNESDAY    As you look out a window of your home this week, pray the following prayer over your immediate neighborhood.
Father thank you for placing me here, in this neighborhood. I acknowledge that your purposes for me are perfect and that you have placed me here that I might participate in Your plan. Open my eyes to see where you are at work and help me to eagerly enter in I pray. May Jesus be seen in me, the very light of His presence, in the way I acknowledge and greet others, and reach out to those around me. Father may the presence and power of the Holy Spirit be poured out on my home, drawing those around me to Yourself. I pray Your blessing over this street (by name) and over the houses/apartments that are around me. Open blind eyes! Set captives free! (pray for those you know, by name)  Use me I pray that my life might be woven into the grand tapestry of Your perfect plan for my neighborhood!  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
THURSDAY   This day Father, may I and my brothers and sisters in Christ, live before others as those who are clothed in Christ.  May nothing that we say or do tarnish the testimony of Jesus.  Galatians 3:27
May each of us Father use the gifts that You have given to us to serve others, that we might be faithful in dispensing Your grace (1 Peter 4:10).

FRIDAY  Father you are the God of all hope. I ask that You fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in You so that we might overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).
Increase our boldness in speaking Your Word, Father and confirm Your Word among us with signs and wonders, that You Lord Jesus might be exalted and the unbelieving come to faith! (Acts 4:29-30) 
SATURDAY   Strengthen Your Church in our city Father. May Your people rise up and be salt and light and the aroma of Christ. May tomorrow be a day of spiritual harvest wherever Your people gather! (Psalm 24:1
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