Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Heavenly Father I thank You for my brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank You for individual uniqueness and giftings, and for the Holy Spirit that unifies us through the blood of Jesus. Forgive me I pray, for I confess that I have not loved or served my brothers and sisters, or considered them better than myself.  O Father, by the work of the Holy Spirit in me, destroy my self-seeking ways and help me to love Your Church as Jesus does.

Teach us what it means to walk with one another and carry each other’s burdens. (Teach me Lord!) May each of us be strengthened to bear with the failings of those who are weaker and humbled in order that we might receive encouragement and correction from those who are spiritually stronger. Help us to put aside our own agendas and opinions, be unified under the banner of Jesus, and love one another deeply from the heart.  

I lift before You Father, those in my church community who are weighed down with cares and burdens too great for them to bear. May they be filled with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Give them grace to trust You in all things. (Pause and pray for those you know by name who are struggling)

Your Word says that the man who falls and has no one to help him up is to be pitied. May we increasingly be those who reach out to those who are burdened with cares of all kinds or who have fallen away, become discouraged or doubtful in their faith journey. May those who are weak in faith be strengthened this day!

You admonish us in Your Word Father that we should gently restore those who are caught in sin. Forgive us Father, for more often than not we have failed to do this. Keep us from standing in judgment of one another or distancing ourselves from those who are struggling.   (Pause and pray for those who are struggling in their pilgrimage)  Remove any division that is among us. May we truly suffer with those who are suffering.  

Teach us by the Holy Spirit within us to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry (or opinionated or preachy). May we increasingly pray together for one another, trusting You in all things.

Father, teach us to carry each other’s burdens. Help us this day to walk in love with one another.  Help me Lord Jesus, to love Your church.  I ask these things in Your Great Name.  Amen.

Philippians 2:3-4; 1 Peter 4:8-10; Romans 15:13; Romans 15:1; Galatians 6:1;

 Ecclesiastes 4:10; Ephesians 4:15; 1 Corinthians 12:26; 2 Timothy 4:2
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God.
MONDAY It is written Lord that “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom”.  I ask in Jesus’ Name that the ministry of the Holy Spirit increase among us that we might experience ever-increasing freedom from entanglements of sin, strongholds and self-focused living. May freedom to worship You in spirit and in truth increase among us. Set Your people free Lord!  2 Corinthians 3:17
TUESDAY   Lord Jesus I ask in Your most mighty name that Your rule and reign be established over the nations of the world.  Empower Your Church around the world to be salt and light – revive us I pray. Encourage pastors, open spiritual doors that have been shut! Reveal Yourself to the peoples of the earth, that whole villages, towns – even cities would come to know You! (Pray for our nation and city.) 
WEDNESDAY   Father I ask in Jesus’ name that You build up our church community into a spiritual house of living stones.  May we as Your people come alive in the Spirit! Give us I pray, a fresh glimpse of what it means that we are a ‘holy priesthood’. 1 Peter 2:4-5

Father, Your Word is living and active and judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. May Your Word increasingly be the only standard for our living.  May all cultural preferences that are contrary to Your Word, fall away.  Unify us under the culture and cross of Christ Jesus I pray! (Hebrews 4:12-13)
THURSDAY   Father may our community of faith become increasingly generous in the way that we ‘sow’ into your work.  Forgive us for thinking that what we have to offer is too small, or not enough.  Take our gifts, talents, time and money and multiply it over and over to feed many (2 Corinthians 9:6; John 6:1-15).

FRIDAY   It is written that we should not “love the world or the things of the world’.  Help us Lord!  Increase our love for You, that everything else might diminish and Christ Jesus, increase! 1 John 2:15
In Jesus’ Name I ask that the broken hearted among our community of faith be healed.  Comfort those who mourn Father.  May beauty, gladness and praise be poured out on their lives, displacing all despair.  Isaiah 61:1-3
SATURDAY  May we enter Your gates with thanksgiving tomorrow and Your courts with praise.  May true thankfulness well up from deep within us and overflow as we worship. Psalm 100
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