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“But where sin increased, 
grace increased all the more…”





Q: “Shall we go on sinning 
so that grace may increase?”



Q: “Shall we go on sinning 
so that grace may increase?”

A: “By no means!”



Q: “Shall we go on sinning 
so that grace may increase?”

A: “We have died to sin…”



Living to Die and Dying to Live
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Living to Die and Dying to Live
1) We live to die.
2) We die to live.
3) We long for true life.



“In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation 

for the coming age, so that they may 
take hold of the life that is truly life.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

v.2 – “those who have died to sin”
v.3 – “baptized into (His) death”
v.4 – “buried (with him through 

baptism) into death”
v.5 – “united with him in a death like 

His”
v.6 – “our old self was crucified”
v.6 – “the body ruled by sin might 

be done away with”
v.7 – “anyone who has died (to sin, 

with Christ)”

v.8 – “died with Christ”
v.11 – “count yourselves dead to 

sin”
v.12 – “do not let sin reign”
v.12 – “do not … obey [sin’s] evil 

desires”
v.13 – “do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin”
v.14 – “sin shall no longer be your 

master”
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1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

2) How did Jesus die to sin?



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

2) How did Jesus die to sin?
• Jesus died IN sin – Jesus became a sinner in our place.  

2 Corinthians 5:21



“God made him who had no sin 
to be sin for us, 

so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

2) How did Jesus die to sin?
• Jesus died IN sin – Jesus became a sinner in our place

• Jesus died FOR sins – Jesus died in our place, 
to give us eternal life.  John 3:16



“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

2) How did Jesus die to sin?
• Jesus died IN sin – Jesus became a sinner in our place. 
• Jesus died FOR sins – Jesus died in our place, to give us eternal life. 

• Jesus died TO sin – taking away sin’s power.  
Colossians 2:15; 1 John 3:8b



“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 
[Jesus] made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross.”

“The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil’s work.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.

2) How did Jesus die to sin?
• Jesus died IN sin – Jesus became a sinner in our place.  
• Jesus died FOR sins – Jesus died in our place, to give us eternal life.
• Jesus died TO sin – taking away sin’s power.  

• Jesus died to sin physically, 
and the power of sin was broken.

o We are called to imitate Jesus’ example spiritually.
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Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.

Philippians 1:6; Colossians 2:6; Ephesians 4:22,24



“… being confident of this, 
that [God] who began a good work in you 

will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.”



“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him...”



“You were taught, 
with regard to your former way of life, 

to put off your old self, 
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires... 

and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God 

in true righteousness and holiness.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.

o Join with what God is still doing in you



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.

• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is.  
1 John 3:8a; Colossians 3:5



“The one who does what is sinful 
is of the devil, because the devil 

has been sinning from the beginning.”



“Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your earthly nature: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.
• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is. 

• Refuse the satisfaction that sin offers. Hebrews 11:24-26



“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 
refused to be known as 

the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  
He chose to be mistreated 

along with the people of God 



rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  
He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ 

as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, 
because he was looking ahead to his reward.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.
• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is.  
• Refuse the satisfaction that sin offers. 

• Respond to sin as a lifeless object would. John 2:15



“Do not love the world 
or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, 

love for the Father is not in them.”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.
• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is.  
• Refuse the satisfaction that sin offers. 

• Respond to sin as a lifeless object would. 6:11

“In the same way, 
count yourselves dead to sin…”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.
• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is.  
• Refuse the satisfaction that sin offers. 

• Respond to sin as a lifeless object would. 
o v.11 – “count yourselves”.

o Since God has declared you 
or “counted” you righteous, 
do the same. 



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?

3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?  
• Acknowledge the righteousness which Christ has begun.
• Identify sin and recognize sin for what it is.  
• Refuse the satisfaction that sin offers. 

• Respond to sin as a lifeless object would. 
o v.11 – “count yourselves”.
o Since God has declared you or “counted” you righteous, do the same. 

o Learn to respond to the world
like you would to an angry bear – play dead.





Simon says:
“Die to sin!”
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2) How did Jesus die to sin?
3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?

4) The “already” and the “not yet”.
Question: “If I’m already ‘dead to sin’, 

why do I still have to ‘die to sin’?”



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
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4) The “already” and the “not yet”.
Question: “If I’m already ‘dead to sin’, 

why do I still have to ‘die to sin’?”
• Answer #1 – We are called to die to sin 

precisely because of what Jesus has done.



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?
3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?

4) The “already” and the “not yet”.
Question: “If I’m already ‘dead to sin’, 

why do I still have to ‘die to sin’?”
• Answer #1 – We are called to die to sin precisely because of what Jesus has done.

• Answer #2 – We are called to die to sin 
because the final work is not yet done.



Death to sin – we die to sin because Jesus did.
1) “Death with Christ” is a central theme in this passage.
2) How did Jesus die to sin?
3) What does it mean for us to die to sin?

4) The “already” and the “not yet”.
Question: “If I’m already ‘dead to sin’, 

why do I still have to ‘die to sin’?”
• Answer #1 – We are called to die to sin precisely because of what Jesus has done.
• Answer #2 – We are called to die to sin because the final work is not yet done.

• Until Jesus comes, we rehearse responding to sin as 
“joyfully dead people”.



Application – “What shall we say then?”
What disciplines are required to “play dead”? 
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1) Communion with God as a motivation.
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about sin and ourselves.



Application – “What shall we say then?”
What disciplines are required to “play dead”? 

1) Communion with God as a motivation.
2) Confession to self – telling ourselves the truth about sin and ourselves.

3) Confession to others.  James 5:17

“Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed.”



Application – “What shall we say then?”
What disciplines are required to “play dead”? 

1) Communion with God as a motivation.
2) Confession to self – telling ourselves the truth about sin and ourselves.
3) Confession to others.

4) Repentance – deliberate turning.



Application – “What shall we say then?”
What disciplines are required to “play dead”? 

1) Communion with God as a motivation.
2) Confession to self – telling ourselves the truth about sin and ourselves.
3) Confession to others.
4) Repentance – deliberate turning.

5) Renouncing and announcing.




