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Mark 10:35-52
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they 
said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
glory.”

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

“We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”



Mark 10:35-52
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them.

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large 
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of 
Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!”



Mark 10:35-52
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son 

of David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling 

you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his 

sight and followed Jesus along the road.





What do you want me
to do for you?
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I. OBSERVATION

Jesus on way to Jerusalem:

• Jerusalem, was going to be a place of rejection.

• The way of the Messiah: way of suffering and death.

• Disciples show a complete lack of understanding.
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James and John (sons of Zebedee)

(Request) “We want you to do for us whatever we ask”:

• Places of honour in the Messianic kingdom.

• Glory in God’s Kingdom.



“While He was thinking of a cross, they were thinking 

of crowns. His burden was matched by their blindness, 

His sacrifice by their selfishness. He wanted only to 

give, they to get. His motive was service; theirs was 

self-satisfaction.”

Ralph Earle



Mark 10:45

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 

many”.
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The disciples’ request:

• They coveted the highest positions in earthly kingdom:
▪ Ignorance

▪ Ambition

▪ Selfishness



Mark 10: 42-44

“You know that  those who are regarded as rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, 

whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 

slave of all.”
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Bartimaeus – blind man

• Request:
▪ “Have mercy on me!”

▪ “I want to see.”
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Bartimaeus’ response

• Man of gratitude

• Intentional action: Follower
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A. WHY DOES JESUS ASK THIS QUESTION?

• Question of clarification.

• Who we truly are.

• Father’s glory manifested.



“The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a 

world of not being able to do something, and enter 

God’s realm where everything is possible. He 

specializes in the impossible. Nothing is too  great for 

His almighty power. Nothing is too small for His love.” 

Corrie Ten Boom



Jeremiah 33:3

“ Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 

great and unsearchable things you do not know.”



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?



James 4:2b-3

“You do not have because you do not ask God. When 

you ask you do not receive, because you ask with 

wrong motives…”
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1. Asking Amiss
• Sense of entitlement

• Self-centredness

• Cost

• True authority
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B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith
• Bartimaeus gets who Jesus is

• He persists despite hindrances

• He expects a transformation

• He asks for the right thing

• He follows Jesus



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?
• Earnestness



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?
• Earnestness

• Our hearts



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?
• Earnestness

• Our hearts

• Our Lord’s unfaltering patience



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?
• Earnestness

• Our hearts

• Our Lord’s unfaltering patience

• Don’t judge



B. HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

1. Asking Amiss

2. Asking in Faith

3. Our understanding?
• Earnestness

• Our hearts

• Our Lord’s unfaltering patience

• Don’t judge

• Jesus standard
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III. APPLICATION

• What do you want Jesus to do for you?
• Long list?

• Response to first Question: Who?

• Response to second Question: Where?

• The Bartimaeus response?
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As we respond: Remember

A. Open invitation from our Father.



Matthew 7:7-11

“Ask and it will be given to you […]. If you then, though 

you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven 

give good gifts to those who ask Him”
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As we respond: Remember

A. Open invitation from our Father.

B. What God can do.

C. Things we cannot do.

D. Christ is able and willing.

E. The way God answers prayer.
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As we respond: Pay attention to heart

A. Are we hearing well?

B. Sense of entitlement?

C. Ready to accept God’s response?

D. Any hindrances?



Isaiah 30:18

“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to 

show you compassion.” 



John 15:7

“ If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given you.”




