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Series – “The Gospel According to Christmas”
• 01 Dec. – “Have a Mary Christmas”
• 08 Dec. – “Living in the Light”
• 15 Dec. – “Faithfully Yours”
• 22 Dec. – “Small Wonder”





“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,

as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.



“For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
you [God] have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood

will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.



“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  

Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.   
The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.”



Isaiah 9:2-7; 
John 1:1-5



“And God said, ‘Let there be light’, 
and there was light.”



“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 
‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”



“You are the light of the world.
… let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.”



“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ 
made his light shine in our hearts 

to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ.”



“If we claim to have fellowship with him 
yet walk in the darkness, 

we lie and do not live by the truth.”



Isaiah 9:2-7; 
John 1:1-5



Truths from these texts:
• Isaiah 9:2 – People in darkness can see the light, 

no matter how dark.
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“You have… increased their joy; they rejoice before you… 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar… 

the rod of their oppressor.  Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood...”
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• Isaiah 9:2 – People in darkness can see the light, no matter how dark.
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politics, war, oppression, future.

• Isaiah 9:6 – The light is the Son that was / will be given.
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Truths from these texts:
• Isaiah 9:2 – People in darkness can see the light, no matter how dark.
• Isaiah 9:3-7 – The coming of this light alters emotions, circumstances, 

politics, war, oppression, future.
• Isaiah 9:6 – The light is the Son that was / will be given.
• John 1:4 – The life of Jesus brings light to mankind.

• John 1:5 – Light overcomes darkness; not the reverse.

“The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.”



What is “light” according to Scripture?



What is “light” according to Scripture?
• God’s character. 1 John 1:5

“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”
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What is “light” according to Scripture?
• God’s character.
• God’s Word.
• God’s direction / clarity.

• God’s way. Isaiah 2:5

“Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.”



What is “light” according to Scripture?
• God’s character.
• God’s Word.
• God’s direction / clarity.
• God’s way.

• Summary:  Light is a metaphor for 
the transforming presence and activity of God.



Isaiah 9:2-7; 
John 1:1-5



What does light do?
• Eliminates darkness.
• Illuminates / gives clarity – helps us to see things more as 

they are.
• Provides confidence – makes it possible to move less 

tentatively.
• Lends comfort – provides warmth, peace and joy (ambiance).
• Increases courage (dispels fear) – not afraid of the dark.
• Gives perspective – where we were, 

where we are, 
where we’re going.
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What does Jesus the Light do?
• Eliminates darkness – destroys sin’s power.
• Illuminates – imparts understanding / holiness.
• Provides confidence – inspires hope.
• Lends comfort – offers peace.
• Increases courage – greater transparency; less anxiety.

• Offers perspective – creates a foundation of truth.



What does the Light of Jesus bring to us?



What does the Light of Jesus bring to us?
• Forgiveness – the removal of guilt and shame.
• Insight / understanding – wisdom in confusing situations.
• Security / hope – that life is not determined by a whim.
• Peace / assurance – against the growing darkness.
• Approval – beyond the changing opinions of others.
• Truth – despite the fluctuations of culture.



Application – what do we do with this Light?
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Application – what do we do with this Light?
• Respond to the Light of Jesus.

o Confess sin and expose 
the dark places.

o Live in the light –
love what Jesus loves.

o Look for His presence.

o Live with God’s certain future in mind.



Application – what do we do with this Light?
• Respond to the Light of Jesus.
• Be the Light of Jesus to the world.



“What does light do?”
“What does the Light of Jesus do?”

“What does the Light of Jesus bring to us?”
“What Light can we take to the world?”



What Light can we take to the world?
• Forgiveness – the removal of guilt shame and accusation.
• Insight / understanding – wisdom in confusing situations.
• Security / hope – that life is not determined by a whim.
• Peace / assurance – against the growing darkness.
• Approval – beyond the changing opinions of others.
• Truth – despite the fluctuations of culture.

“Freely you’ve received; freely give.” – Jesus








