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Elijah challenges the prophets of Ba-al.

Elijah

<  Ba-al idol

Prophets of Ba-al



God answers by FIRE!



“YaHWeH, the LORD, He is God!”



God answers Elijah’s prayer for rain.



Elijah runs faster than the king’s chariot.



Jezebel hates Elijah.
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1) Literal solitude does not exist.



1) Literal solitude does not exist.
• Elijah felt alone, felt separated from God or 

maybe felt nothing.  But God was there. 



1) Literal solitude does not exist.
• No one is ever alone before an omnipresent God.



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Elijah chose solitude in the wilderness, 

to escape, not to seek God.  v.4



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Elijah chose solitude in the cave, to draw nearer, 

but not yet to fully seek God.  v.10



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Solitude occurs…
o Because we do it to ourselves through

selfishness or unkindness;



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Solitude occurs…
o Because others exclude us and leave us alone;



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Solitude occurs…
o Because we choose to be alone 

out of hurt or fear like Elijah; v.4



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Solitude occurs because…
o Because we choose to be alone with God, 

like Jesus; Luke 5:16

“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”



2) Solitude happens for various reasons.
• Solitude occurs because…
o Because God leads us to a place of solitude, 

like Jesus.  Matthew 4:1

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness….”



3) Solitude offered to God bears fruit.



3) Solitude offered to God bears fruit.
• God did not ask Elijah to go 

to the wilderness or to the cave. 



3) Solitude offered to God bears fruit.
• Though Elijah chose solitude for escape, 

God was faithful.



3) Solitude offered to God bears fruit.
• God uses solitude for whatever reason 

to achieve His purposes for us.



4) God’s voice comes in various forms / volumes.



4) God’s voice comes in various forms / volumes.
• God first sent a display of His glory.



4) God’s voice comes in various forms / volumes.
• Then God spoke in a still, small voice.



“God whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. 

It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”
– C. S. Lewis



4) God’s voice comes in various forms / volumes.
• God’s desire is that we learn to hear 

all of the ways He speaks.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
1) Discern God’s voice.
• Jesus said, “My sheep know my voice…” 



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
God desires in every trial:
• To glorify Himself 

despite our motives for solitude.
• To heal and restore us.
• To deepen our repentance.
• To sharpen our ears for His voice.
• To call us to usefulness in His Kingdom.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
1) Discern God’s voice.
• What was / is His purpose and word for you 

in times of solitude or difficulty? 



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
2) Utilize tools for welcoming stillness.
• An appointment with the Master –

“quiet time” that goes beyond “time” to “quiet”.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
2) Utilize tools for welcoming stillness.
• Adoration worship – music, poetry and .
o Avoid screens and digital technology.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
2) Utilize tools for welcoming stillness.
• Physical silence – spend periods of time 

not speaking.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
2) Utilize tools for welcoming stillness.
• Physical stillness – spend periods of time 

not moving.



Application: How can we prosper in solitude?
2) Utilize tools for welcoming stillness.
• Increase your “bandwidth” with God –

do some things that you don’t normally do.



“Give us not
solitude FROM the world and FROM You, 

but rather
solitude IN the world WITH You..”  



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.
The third day 

He rose again from the dead.



He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge 

the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy, global Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  

Amen!




