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7) The lavish gifts were used to fund the escape to Egypt.
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2) “Worship Jesus as He is, not as He appears.”
The Magi did not know the significance of their gifts!

• Gold not for a king, but the King of kings.
• Frankincense not used by a priest, but by our Great High Priest.
• Frankincense not offered to a god, but to the one, true God. 

• Myrrh not for a mortal man, 
but for the Son of Man and our Savior.
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3) “Be open to taking a different route.”
• v.12 – Maybe this is what the king wants; 

but this is where God is leading.
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1) Commit to the journey of discipleship.  
Philippians 3:13-14



“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, 

I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus.”
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1) Commit to the journey of discipleship.  
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1) Commit to the journey of discipleship.  
• Do whatever it takes to find and follow Jesus.
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2) Worship God as He deserves not as you choose. 
John 4:23



“Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers 

will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of worshipers 

the Father seeks.”
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2) Worship God as He deserves not as you choose. 
• Let your worship of God declare Who He is, 

not just your opinion about Him.
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3) Have the courage to live radically. 1 John 2:15-17



“Do not love the world or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, 

love for the Father is not in them. 
For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father 

but from the world. 



“The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God lives forever.”
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3) Have the courage to live radically. 
• God’s wisdom is never trendy; 

but it is always dependable.
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4) Trust God’s provision. Philippians 4:19



“And my God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory 

in Christ Jesus.”
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4) Trust God’s provision.
• God knows what we need before we do 

and He knows how He will provide. 
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5) Let the Word of God speak.  Hebrews 4:12

“For the word of God is alive and active.”
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5) Let the Word of God speak. 
• Allow God’s Word to form all opinions 

and be the foundation for all truth.



“Wisdom for a New Year”
Matthew 2:1-12





The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.
The third day 

He rose again from the dead.



He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge 

the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy, global Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  

Amen!




