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“No one act big; 
no one act small; 

everyone act medium.”



New



What did Jesus say? 
1) “Who is the greatest in the kingdom…?”



What did Jesus say? 
1) “Who is the greatest in the kingdom…?”

• Jesus didn’t answer the question,
but used it as a teaching opportunity.
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What did Jesus say? 
2) “… change and become like little children…”

• Become simple (in contrast to the disciples) 
and humble (as Jesus stated).

• Simple, without aspiration to greatness.
• Humble with a priority interest in others.



“One spring day…
by the way, 

I am 
Captain 

America.”



What did Jesus say? 
3) “… whoever humbles himself… welcomes me”

• Greatness is measured by 
those who are humble and 
those who receive the humble.



What did Jesus say? 
4) “... a millstone hung around their neck and 

drowned in the depths of the sea…”



What did Jesus say? 
4) “... a millstone hung around their neck and 

drowned in the depths of the sea…”
• “If you are living this selfward way, 

you may already be dead 
and it would be better if you knew it 

so you can address it.”



“For the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the lost.” 



What did Jesus want us to hear?
1) Humility / simplicity are opposite to our nature.  



“Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons 
came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, 

asked a favor of him. 
‘What is it you want?’ he asked.  

She said, ‘Grant that one of these 
two sons of mine may sit at your right

and the other at your left in your kingdom.’  



‘You don’t know what you are asking,’ 
Jesus said to them.” 



Luke 22:20-24
“In the same way, after the supper 

[Jesus] took the cup, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you. 
But the hand of him who is going to betray me 

is with mine on the table.



Luke 22:20-24
“The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed.  

But woe to that man who betrays him!’ 
They began to question among themselves 

which of them it might be who would do this.

A dispute also arose among them as to 
which of them was considered to be greatest.”



Luke 22:20-24
“The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed.  

But woe to that man who betrays him!’ 
They began to question among themselves 

which of them it might be who would do this.

A dispute also arose among them as to 
which of them was considered to be greatest.”



What did Jesus want us to hear?
2) Approach God boldly and humbly.

• Boldly – worthy because of Jesus.
• Humbly – worthless in ourselves.



What did Jesus want us to hear?
3) Treat other believers with priority.



What did Jesus want us to hear?
4) Go into the world with sacrifice.



Application – what can I do about this?  
1) Receive the “backdoor blessing” of humility.



Application – what can I do about this?  
1) Receive the “backdoor blessing” of humility.

• You get humility not by trying to be humble, 
but by focusing on others.



What did Jesus say?  Two diagnostic questions: 

“What about 

ME?”

“What about 

YOU?”
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What did Jesus say?  Two diagnostic questions: 



Application – what can I do about this?  
2) Recognize humility / simplicity “stealers”.



Application – what can I do about this?  
2) Recognize humility / simplicity “stealers”.

• Clamoring, positioning and ladder-climbing.



Application – what can I do about this?  
2) Recognize humility / simplicity “stealers”.

• Neglect of the lowly through busyness or
avoidance.



Application – what can I do about this?  
2) Recognize humility / simplicity “stealers”.

• Privatism and clinging to rights.



Application – what can I do about this?  
2) Recognize humility / simplicity “stealers”.

• Being offended and focused on hurts.



Application – what can I do about this?  
3) Pursue the disciplines of humility and simplicity.
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Application – what can I do about this?  
3) Pursue the disciplines of humility and simplicity.

• Assume that we all have this problem.
• Give your life away – the path to humility.  
• Rehearse in community with others.
• Inconvenience yourself with others on purpose.

• Take time to stop and see people in the world as 
precious to God.  Luke 18:16



Luke 18:16
“People were also bringing babies to Jesus 

for him to place his hands on them. 
When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.   

But Jesus called the children to him and said, 
‘Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
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