“Be assured that if God waits longer than you could wish, 

it is only to make the blessing doubly precious.”  Andrew Murray
Connecting my heart to the heart of the Father
Thank You Father for Your tender shepherding of me, for holding me close to Your heart and gently leading me.  I am so grateful that You know my weaknesses, which are many, and yet treat me so tenderly. 
Help me Father to do the same with those You have placed in my life. May my words and actions reflect Your gentle, compassionate character and become my character, until gentleness in my life is evident to everyone I encounter. May gentleness, as an expression of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, increase in my life I pray. By the power of the Spirit at work in me, help me to be completely humble and gentle and live among my brothers and sisters in Christ in gentleness in the same way that a mother tenderly cares for her children.  
Forgive me I pray, for those times that I have treated others harshly or impatiently.  Too often I am in such a hurry that I walk past, or even run over people! Slow me down Lord, so that I see people as You do.  
May I be aware of others needs more than my own and respond to others with gentleness and respect (pause and consider how this might be lived out in your daily routine).  
May the ministry of my hands this day be an extension of Yours, Lord Jesus. (ask yourself ‘how can my hands minister as Your hands, Jesus?’) 
May the words of my mouth be as if You Yourself were speaking. Help me to bless and encourage those I speak with. (ask for strength and grace to bless those you live and work with – even when it’s difficult) 
May my life be a reflection of Your character (pause and consider the character of Jesus. How is His character reflected in your life? Where is it lacking? Pray about these things).  
Empower me to serve out of love that I would appeal to others because of the meekness and gentleness of Jesus in me.  May His Name be glorified in me and through me as I walk with You this day. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Isaiah 40:11; Philippians 4:5; Ephesians 4:2; Galatians 5:22; 

1 Thessalonians 2:7; Philippians 2:4; 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Corinthians 10:1
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Praying the heart of the Father for the family of God
MONDAY   Father may we truly live and move and have our very being in Jesus alone. May the power of the resurrection be displayed and lived out in our lives. Energize us by Your Spirit and may apathy, laziness and lukewarm-living be put to death! (Acts 17:28; Ephesians 1:19-22)

Father, I ask that we might become a true community of believers. Knit our hearts together Lord! Bless us with the presence and power of the Holy Spirit
TUESDAY   Father I pray that we would be increasingly sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see – increase our faith! Sponsor prayers of faith within us as Your people, and move us from safe living, to risk taking for the sake of Your kingdom and Your purposes! (Hebrews 11:1; James 2:17)

Father destroy all pride in us– in me Father. May we truly submit to You so that we can resist the devil and all of his schemes (James 4:7,10).
WEDNESDAY    You have said Lord, that Your house is to be a ‘house of prayer for all nations. Father, teach us to pray, to really enter into a deeper longing for you- greater faith, greater fervency. Make us to be a true house of prayer (Mark 11:17).
May those in our community of faith who are hard pressed on every side, be encouraged by Your Spirit to stand firm. Strengthen them I pray. (Pray for those you know of by name who are experiencing trials…)
THURSDAY   Pry our fingers off of the things of this world Lord. May we not love the world, but may our love for You increase! (1 John 2:15)

May each of us Father use the gifts that You have given to us to serve others, that we might be faithful in dispensing Your grace (1 Peter 4:10).

FRIDAY   Protect Your people from hollow and deceptive philosophies of the world. May we be dependent on Christ alone! Renew us from the inside out, may we think on only those things that are excellent and praiseworthy (Colossians 2:8; Philippians 4:8)
May we become radical in the way that we follow after You Lord Jesus, radical in the way that we turn from sin, radical in our obedience, radical in our acts of love.
SATURDAY   Father, I ask that the Holy Spirit be poured out on our campus, on my brothers and sisters in Christ – on all who enter the sanctuary! Convict of sin, change and transform us. Soften hard hearts! Revive us again Lord! Revive us I pray!
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